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Iraq calls for normal ties with Kuwait 

BWm - Deputy Prime Minster Tareq 
Aziz called on Kuwait on Fnday to normalise rela- 
tions With his country, more than eight years after 
baqi troops invaded the neighbouring emirate "We 
want to have normal and solid relations with Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries, including Kuwait," 
Ariz said in an interview with A1 Ittihad newspaper in 
the United Arab Emirates. “We officially recoerrised 
the state of Kuwait in 1994 and accepted the border 
imposed on Iraq by the U.N. Security Council and 
that presumes that Kuwait normalises its relations 
with Baghdad and ceases its hostile policies towards 
the Iraqi people,” he told the paper. Iraqi troops occu- 
pied Kuwait from August 1990 until February 1991 
when they were expelled by a multinational coalition 
force led by the United States. 
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Qatar hikes petroleum 
products prices 

DOHA (Rj — Qatar has raised the prices of petroleum 
products for ihe domestic market by between nine and 
IS per cent with immediate efFect/The new price of 
super gasoline (97 octane), effective from Thursday, is 
0.70 riyals (SO. 19) a litre — ■ 0.10 riyal up from 0.60, 
said a press statement by National Oil Distribution 
Company (NODCO), which refines and distributes 
petroleum products in the Qatari market Premium 
petrol (90 octane) will now cost 0.65 riyals — also 0. 10 
riyal up from 0.55 riyal and diesel 0.60 riyal — 0-5 riyal 
up. Kerosene, which was priced at 0.40 a litre, has been 
spared the price rise. The hike is expected to net in an 
additional 100 million riyals to NODCO which distrib- 
utes a third of its current production, or 20,000 barrels 
per day (bpd), in the local market and exports the rest 
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Tarawneh secures 64 votes, turns to busy agenda 


By Fairooz Abu GhazaJeh 
and Gbalia AJul 

AMMAN — After winning a 
majority vote of confidence 
on Thursday. Tarawneh’s 
cabinet now placed under the 
spotlight can embark on a 
busy agenda of dealing with 
the country’s most pressing 
problems. 

Following a three-day 
debate in which lawmakers 
criticised successive govern- 
ment's handling of the econo- 
my and internal problems, the 
23-man cabinet, mandated 
Aug. 20, obtained 64 votes — 
lying with the 1989 govern- 
ment of former Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran. Twelve 
out of the 79 deputies present 
voted against the cabinet, and 
two abstained. House Speak- 
er Sa’d Hayel Srour, in keep- 
ing with the House's tradi- 
tions, did not cast a vote. 

Responding to criticism on 
Jordan’s sluggish economic 
growth, the premier told the 
80-seat chamber just before 
the vote that the 1989-1998 
economic restructuring pro- 
gramme succeeded in pulling 
the country out of a major 
economic crisis that led to 
the devaluation of the dinar 
in 1989. He added that the 
strict reforms undertaken by 
Jordan during the past decade 
assisted the country in curb- 
ing the budget deficit, 
improving the balance of 
payments and stabilising the 
currency’s exchange rate. 

Tarawneh ’s government, 
armed with a team of tech- 
nocrats and economists, how- 
ever, faces a daunting*task of 
dealing with an economy 
growing much slower than 
the population. The gap 
translates into declining liv- 
ing standards, higher unem- 
ployment and increased 
poverty. 

Jordan expects the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund to 
renew for additional three 
years the economic reform 
programme scheduled to end 
in February 1999. With an 
extension of the IMF-backed 
reforms. Jordan will regain 
credibility with donor and 


debtor states and keep the 
economy on a rigorous mon- 
etary and fiscal regime. 

Aware of the challenges 
ahead of his government. 
Tarawneh said Jordan is 
engaged in serious negotia- 
tions with major donor coun- 
tries such as England. Ger- 
many and Japan for debt for- 
giveness or converting some 
of the debts into local invest- 
ments. According to offi- 
cials, Jordan is burdened with 
more than $ 6.5 billion in for- 
eign debi. 

It is crucial •‘that future 
economic reforms take into 
account socio-economic 
dimensions that would fore- 
cast the country’s short-term 
financial future, and also 
focus on economic and social 
development Tarawneh said 
in an address that lasted more 
than one hour. 

The newly-appointed gov- 
ernment, seeking to ease the 
negative impact of economic 
reforms on the poor and 
unemployed, plans to estab- 
lish feasible group projects 
that would extend small non- 
interest loans to the poor, 
thus creating more job oppor- 
tunities. Tarawneh said. 

The 49-year-old economist 
added that his team will raise 
the number of families bene- 
fiting from monthly 
allowances allocated from 
specialised funds from 

35.000 to 50,000 recipients 
in 1999. 

Tarawneh pledged to com- 
bat unemployment — offi- 
cially estimated at 15 per 
cent and independently at 27 
per cent — saying the gov- 
ernment. taking the recom- 
mendations of a recent con- 
ference on unemployment, 
decided to form a higher 
committee to help solve this 
pressing problem. 

The premier said the interi- 
or and labour ministries will 
join efforts to provide accu- 
rate information on the work- 
force, organise the labour 
market and replace foreign 
workers with local ones. 

Jordan has more than 

350.000 foreign labourers, 
mostly Egyptians. About 


1998 



Fayez Tarawneh 


Confidence: 80% 

For: 64 
Against: 12 
Abstained: 2 
Absent: 1 

half of the foreign workforce, 
who mainly hold menial jobs 
that are usually shunned by 
Jordanians, are illegally 
working in the country. 

“Wc should keep in mind 
that we are exporters and 
importers of labour which 
requires us to have a bal- 
anced stand towards this 
issue," Tarawneh said refer- 
ring to many Jordanians 
bolding jobs in Gulf and 
other Arab and foreign coun- 
tries. 

Referring to proposed 
amendments to the Social 
Security Law, to be presented 
to parliament soon, the pre- 
mier said the changes will 
guarantee new benefits for 
subscribers such as protect- 
ing the rights of employees 
under training and adjusting 
pensions. 

The proposed amendments 
by the Social Security Corpo- 
ration. which raised pensions 
in line with the cost of living, 
did not affect the current 
retirement age of 60 for men 
and 55 for women nor the 
early retirement age of 45 
provided the retiree has been 
paying his/her monthly con- 
tribution to the corporation 
for 15 continuous years. 


1997, 1992 1996 



Abdul Salam Majali Abdul Karim Kabariti 

96 Confidence: 63.75% Confidence: 71.25% 

92 Confidence: 51.25% 


1996 

For: 51 
Against: 15 
Abstain: 13 
Absent: 1 


1992 
For: 41 
Against: 29 
Abstain: 9 
Absent: 1 


For: 57 
Against: 19 
Abstained: 1 
Absent: 3 


Tarawneh said the govern- 
ment, seeking to attract more 
direct foreign investments, is 
in the process of facilitating 
business start-up procedures 
through the Investment Pro- 
motion Corporation’s one- 
stop-shop service. 

The prime minister, in his 
response to deputies' 
demands also addressed the 
long-standing privatisation 
process saying that negotia- 
tions arc under way to find 
the best proposals to sell 40 
per cent of the Jordan 
Telecommunication Compa- 
ny's shares to a strategic part- 
ner. . . 

“I reiterate that the govern- 
ment will adopt a just and 
transparent approach when 
taking decisions regarding 
the privatisation of certain 
stale-owned enterprises," 
Tarawneh stressed. “We will 
take up the best measures that 
would achieve the aspired 
purpose of privatisation to 
provide better services to Jor- 
danians, implement the latest 
technologies and lower costs 
of services based on prof- 
itable standards." 

Tarawneh vowed to fight 
corruption, nepotism and 
bloated bureaucracy — over- 


riding concerns of most of 
the deputies who spoke dur- 
ing the confidence debate. 

“The government will take 
all measures to prevent cor- 
ruption and to pursue the cor- 
rupt and stand against all 
forms of exploitation," he 
said. 

On education, Tarawneh 
said the government plans to 
direct vocational education 
programmes towards fulfill- 
ing labour market require- 
ments. 

He added that his team will 
also work on raising the per- 
centage of students pursuing 
basic education to 100 up 
from the present 95 per cent 
— the highest among devel- 
oping countries. 

The government is also 
committed to replacing rent- 
ed school buildings with suit- 
able government-owned 
facilities that meet education- 
al requirements. It also seeks 
to abolish the two-shift 
schooling system. 

Tarawneh said the govern- 
ment will take into considera- 
tion demands of many 
deputies to expand the accep- 
tance quota at universities 
thus providing the opportuni- 
ty for the increasing number 
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Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker Taber Masri 


1989 



Mudar Badran 


95 Confidence: 67.5% 
91 Confidence: 57.5% 

1995 1991 

For: 54 For: 46 
Against: 22 Against: 27 


Abstain: 2 Abstain: 3 

Absent: 2 Absent: 4 


Confidence: 58.75% 

For: 47 
Against: 31 
Abstained: 1 
Absent: 1 


Confidence: 80% 

For: 64 
Against: 9 
Abstained: 6 
Absent: 1 


47 deputies call for end of sanctions on Iraq 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

AMMAN — Angered by the crippling 
nine-year-old sanctions imposed on Iraq. 
47 deputies announced on Thursday that 
they will not abide by the U.N. resolution 
baning free trade with Iraq. 

The deputies also urged the government 
to take a similar stand to lift the embargo 
imposed on Iraq's 22 million inhabitants. 

“Nine years have passed, and Iraq is still 
sanctioned by arrogant world powers which 
have forced us Arabs to take pan in slaugh- 
tering the Iraqi people.” lawmakers said in 
a statement they sent to House Speaker 
Sa’d Hayel Srour. • 

They hoped that other Arab parliaments 
will adopt tbeir stand to end the “unjust” 
blockade imposed on Iraq for its 1 990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Parliamentarians have, at several occa- 
sions, called for lifting the embargo on 


Iraq. 

Deputies said their initiative follows 
Iraq’s compliance with all UN. resolutions 
and its fulfilment of all its commitments, 
and after it was established that the allega- 
tions of the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM). that Iraq still possessed 
weapons of mass destruction, were false. 

Baghdad has repeatedly accused 
UNSCOM of being influenced by Wash- 
ington to prolong the disarmament process, 
which must be completed before the Secu- 
rity Council can lift the sanctions. 

The oil embargo imposed on Iraq, a 
major exporter of oil, can only be lifted 
once UNSCOM and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency certify that Iraq no 
longer has biological, chemical or nuclear 
weapons or missiles with a range greater 
than 150 kilometres. 


of students to pursue higher 
education. 

“The government did not 
claim in any part of its policy 
statement that it represents 
the best of solutions to the 
current crises...this statement 
is nor the end of the road, but 
a new beginning based on 
willingness and planning.” 


Tarawneh stressed. “I 
promise that the slogan of 
this [government] will be 
honesry and credibility." 

The following deputies 
voted against the cabinet: 
Abdul Majeed Aqtash, Khalil 
Haddadin, Ahamd Oweidi 
Abbadi. Mohammad Barn 
Hani, Mohammad Bataineh. 


Saleh Shawatah, Ghazi Obei- 
dat, Mohammad Ra’fat. Mah- 
moud Kharabsheh, Nazih 
Amman n. Bassam Haddadin 
and Nasha’t Hamameh. 

Deputies Salameh Hiari 
and Ahmad Annab abstained, 
lawmaker Lutfi Barghouti 
was absent and Speaker Srour 
did not vote. 
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King receives Saudi delegation 

Saudi crown prince, Clinton 
discuss regional security 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at 
bis residence in Washing- 
ton, D.C. Friday Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Aziz, the crown prince 
and deputy prime minis- 
ter of Saudi Arabia, who 
called to convey the 
Saudi monarch's greet- 
ings and wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

King Hussein asked 
Prince Abdullah to con- 
vey his own greetings to 
tbe Saudi monarch, wish- 
ing him continued health 
and happiness and 
expressed appreciation 
for the visit. 

The King and Prince 
Abdullah later reviewed a 
variety of issues, particu- 
larly the peace process. 

The two sides reaf- 
firmed the importance of 
rallying all efforts to give 
momentum to the peace 
process, underlining tbe 
importance of the Ameri- 
can role in this respect. 
The two sides' views on 
all issues were identical. 

Prince Abdullah also 
briefed King Hussein on 
the outcome of his tour 
that included the United 
Kingdom and France and 
his talks with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and 
Vice-President A1 Gore- 
Present at the meeting 
on the Jordanian side 
were their Royal High- 
nesses Princes Hamzeh 


and Hashem. 

On the Saudi side, the 
meeting W3S attended by 
Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud Al Faisal and Saudi 
ambassador to the U.S. 
Prince Bandar Ben Sul- 
tan. as well as other 
senior Saudi officials. 

Clinton and Prince 
Abdullah discussed Mid- 
dle East security, eco- 
nomics and terrorism on 
Thursday at a lunch 
designed to help U.S. 
officials get to know the 
heir to the Saudi throne. 

Prince Abdullah, the 
74-year-old half-brother 
to Saudi Arabia's King 
Fahd, visited Washington 
in the middle of a world 
tour that included stops 
in Britain and France and 
will take him to China, 
Japan and South Korea. 

Diplomats described bis 
visit as an effort to raise 
his profile with major 
allies and U.S. officials 
said they were eager to 
develop closer ties to the 
heir apparent to King 
Fahd, who was laid low 
by a stroke two years 

Saudi Arabia. the 
world’s largest oil pro- 
ducer, is a key Middle 
East ally for the United 
States, both because of 
its vast energy reserves 
and because of the U.S. 
military forces stationed 

there. . 

To underscore its 


importance, Clinton 
rolled out the red carpet 
for Abdullah, sending 
Vice President Gore to 
greet him on his arrival 
Wednesday and hosting a 
working lunch for him at 
the White House on 
Thursday. 

“Building up a relation- 
ship with him is very 
important,” said one U.S. 
official who asked not to 
be identified. 

White House 

spokesman Mike McCur- 
ry said the talks covered 
security issues in the 
Gulf, Iran, the Serb 
offensive against ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo, and 
Afghanistan, where the 
United States bombed 
what it called “terrorist” 
camps last month to 
retaliate for the bombings 
of two U.S. embassies in 
Africa. 

A U.S. official said the 
two also discussed 
Osama Ben Laden, the 
exiled Saudi dissident 
whom Washington 

believes masterminded 
the Aug. 7 bombings of 
the U.S. embassies in 
Tanzania and Kenya that 
killed 263 people. 

U.S. officials also said 
the two men discussed 
Iraq and its refusal to 
permit United Nations 
inspections of its alleged 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion programmes. 



Netanyahu hopes for pullout accord in 2 weeks; 
Arafat to meet Clinton, insists on declaring state 


Agencies 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Netanyahu said 
on Friday he hopes to have reached an agreement on 
Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank within a fortnight 

“W; are going to make efforts in tbe next two weeks to 
reach an agreement on a retreat” the prime minister told 
Israeli public radio from New Yak. 

"After my meeting with U.S. President Bill Clinton on 
Maiday, we will make another attempt to reduce our dif- 
ferences with the Palestinians,” he said, adding that he 
had reached "total agreement with the United States” on 
the matter 

“From now on tbe negotiations with the Palestinians 
will be centred on the fight they must make against ter- 
rorism,” Netanyahu said Friday. 

“Israel has recently received information about Hamas 
projects in the autonomous territories that prove the 
necessity for tbe Palestinian Authority to present a con- 
crete plan fa fighting terrorism," he said. 


"After the signing of an accord [on tbe retreat], negoti- 
ations on die final status [of die Palestinian territories] 
will begin and this issue will be at the heart of the dis- 
cussions,” Netanyahu added, referring to the planned cre- 
ation of an independent Palestinian state. 

Despite warnings from Israel Palestinian officials said 
Thursday that Yasser Arafat reserves die right to declare 
independence next May and will take his case before the 
United Nations and in talks with Clinton. 

In a speech to die United Nations General Assembly in 
New Yack Thursday. Netanyahu said a unilateral decla- 
ration of statehood by the Palestinians would lead to tbe 
"complete collapse of tbe [peace] process,” and warned 
that Israel would counter such an act with unpleasant 
measures. Netanyahu did not detail the measures, but has 
hinted in die past that Israel could annex more West Bank 
land. 

Thursday, his aides said Arafat had also accepted an 
invitation fa talks at the White House during a late night 
phone conversation with Clinton. 


Arafat and Clinton discussed on die phone “in detail 
the peace process and the U.S. efforts to revive this peace 
process," said Palestinian negotiator Saeb ErekaL 

Arafat asked Clinton to make every effort possible to 
ensure that a US. initiative for tbe long overdue Israeli 
troop withdrawal from West Bank land would be imple- 
mented. The Palestinians accepted tbe plan but Israel 
wants tougher security guarantees. 

Israel Radio said Israel's top two negotiators, Danny 
Naveh and Yitzhak Molcho, who are both travelling with 
Netanyahu, were to fly to Washington bier Thursday for 
meetings with U5. Mideast envoy Dennis Ross aimed at 
clinching a deaL 

But with both sides sharpening tbeir rhetoric ova the 
statehood issue, it appeared unlikely that a deal a a tri- 
lateral summit could take place in tbe United States dur- 
ing the two-dav overlap when both Arafat and 
Netanyahu will be there. 


Aziz heads for meeting with Annan over arms row 


Agencies 

IRAQI DEPUTY Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz left Baghdad fa New York on 
Thursday fa talks with UN. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan on a dispute over 
weapons inspections, and planned to 
stopover in fctris en route, official Iraqi 
television said. 

Aziz will insis t the United Nations lake 
die first step in ending a standoff oyer 
weapons inspections during his meeting 
with Atman, Iraq's vice president says. 

Aziz is scheduled to meet Annan on 
Monday at (he United Nations in New 
York Aziz was instructed to keep a hard 
line. Vice President Tfcha Yassin 
Ramadan said in a statement carried Fri- 
day by the official Al Iraq newspaper. 

The Big Five United Nations powers 
said oa Thursday Iraq should respond 
imm ediatel y to a Security Council reso- 
lution demanding it resume full Coopera- 
tion with weapons inspectors. 


The foreign ministers of the United 
Stares, Russia, Britain, France and 
China, who often differ on Iraq, agreed in 
a statement they would undertake a com- 
prehensive review of Baghdad's relations 
with the United Nations oily after Iraq 
stops blocking inspections. 

All five nations are permanent mem- 
bess of the 15-seat UN. Security Coun- 
cil. 

Iraq suspended inspections by UN. 
arms experts on August 5, prompting the 
Council in a September 9 resolution to 
stop its periodic reviews of stringent 
trade sanctions until Baghdad reversed 
its stand. 

In response Iraq has threatened to 
break off all cooperation with tbe inspec- 
tors, including closing down aims moni- 
toring systems, until the council rescinds 
its resolution that also offered the com- 
prehensive review. 

Compliance with aims inspectors is a 
key requirement for easing a lifting 


sanctions, imposed after Baghdad's 
troops invaded Kuwait in August 1990. 

Annan, who hopes the review may 
offer a way out of the impasse, has given 
his views on what it should contain. 

The ministers agreed tlxn “once Iraq 
has resumed full cooperation as required, 
such a review should take place and that 
it should address Iraq’s compliance and 
what remains to be done under the rele- 
vant resolutions,” their statement said. 
But the first step was to work with Annan 
to bring about “the unconditional 
resumption of Iraqi cooperation” with 
the UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) and (be Vienna-based Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
in charge of eliminating B ag h dad s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

“Only in the event of such compliance 
can tbe council consider further steps, 
including in respect of sanctions,” (he 
statement said, adding foal in (he mean- 
time foe five would consider how such a 


review could be conducted. 

The statement in the name of tbe for- 
eign ministers was issued after a Twtino 
with Annan. Attending woe Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright and fo reign 
ministers Tang Jiaxuan of C hina, Hubert 
Vedrine of France and Robin Cook of 

Bri tain 

Russia’s Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov 
was represented by his UN. ambassador, 
Sergei Lavrov. 

A British official said Cook and 

Albright had agreed at a private meeting 

that no option was ruled out, including 
the possibility of military action if fcaq 
remained defiant. 

Vedrine said earlier (hat Annan i*o- 
posed identifying areas of anas control in 

which progress has been made airi trac- 
ing a road map of what remains to he 
done. 
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Lebanese PM denies Netanyahu 

wants south Lebanon pullout 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri rejected a 
statement by his Israeli 
counterpart on Thursday 
that Israel wanted to with- 
draw from southern 
Lebanon but that Lebanon 
refused to respond. 

"We have Listened today 
to the Israeli premier claim- 
ing that Israel desires to 
withdraw from Lebanon 
and that Lebanon does not 
respond to this request” 
Hariri told the General 


leading 
worldwide 
effort to 
destroy Ben 
Laden’s 
network’ 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — 
The United States is coordi- 
nating a worldwide effort to 
disband exiled Saudi million- 
aire Osama Ben Laden's ter- 
rorist network A1 Qe da. The 
New York Times said Friday. 

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and 
other agencies are working 
with their counterparts in 
Britain. Germany and other 
countries to arrange for the 
arrest of as many of Ben 
Laden's operatives as possi- 
ble, unnamed U.S. officials 
told the daily. 

The idea is to arrest Ben 
Laden’s people regardless of 
w hether they took part in the 
August 7 bombings of the 
U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania that killed 250 peo- 
ple, the officials added. 

One official said the CIA. 
FBI and Justice Department 
had begun their investigation 
of Ben Laden's group well 
before the embassy bomb- 
ings. 

"Now we’ve accelerated 
our efforts, and gotten more 
countries involved. We are 
rolling up terrorists related to 
Ben Laden, but we are also 
getting terrorists who may not 
be related to him but who get 
caught up in the net as well," 
the official added. 

The campaign comes as 
counter-terrorist experts here 
suspect Ben Laden is plan- 
ning new terrorist acts against 
U.S. interests, the daily stud. 

Since the LLS. embassy 
bombings in east Africa. U.S. 
officials have helped in arrest- 
ing IS suspects in Uganda, 
seven in London and one in 
Germany. Three suspects in 
the August 7 bombings are 
under arrest in New York. 
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Assembly a few hours after 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu had 
addressed the same body. 

“This is totally unfound- 
ed." Hariri said. “Israel 
tries always to give die 
impression that it is a coun- 
try that truly desires peace. 
At the same tune... the cur- 
rent Israeli government is 
working to abort the peace 
process.” 

He said the conditions 
Israel placed on implement- 
ing a 1978 Security Council 


resolution calling on it to 
withdraw from southern 
Lebanon “have no relation 
whatsoever to die provi- 
sions of this resolution.” 

“Israel acts as if resolu- 
tion 425 gives it rights over 
Lebanon at a time that this 
resolution gives Lebanon 
rights that Israel has to per- 
form.” he added. 

Hariri was commenting 
on a statement by 
Netanyahu that Israel was 
prepared to withdraw from 
southern Lebanon if securi- 


ty arrangements were made 
to ensure the safety of civil- 
ians on both sides of the 
bonier. 

Netanyahu said he was 
“in the bizarre position of 
offering to withdraw from 
an Arab country and meet- 
ing with Arab refusal to 
negotiate such a withdraw- 
al." Hariri said, “We really 
want Israel to withdraw. We 
want it to do so immediate- 
ly. We want it to implement 
resolution 425 uncondition- 
ally.” 


Taleban says U.S. pushing Iran 
toward war with Afghanistan 


Agencies 


AFGHANISTAN’S TALE- 
BAN militia Friday captured a 
key district to extend their con- 
trol in the central province of 
Bamiyan. the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) repotted. 

The district of Yawkowlang, 
80 kilometres west of Bamiyan 
city, fell to an attacking force of 
500 soldiers, AlPquoted a Tale- 
ban official as saying. 

The anti-Taleban faction, 
Hezb-i-Wahdat, which repre- 
sents ethnic Hazara community 
of Shiite Muslims, has disputed 
the Taleban c laim, the private 
information agency based in 
Pakistan said. 

AIP said Wabdar leader 
Karim KhalHi had been assem- 
bling his troops in 
Yawkowlang for a counter- 
attack on the Taleban who 


seized his stronghold of 
Bamiyan earlier tins month. 

No independent information 
on die situation in Yawkowlang 
was available. 

Meanwhile. Taleban accused 
the Unified States on Friday of 
conspiring to push Iran into war 
with Afghanistan. 

“America wants Iran to 
attarl- Afghanistan . but Iran 
should refrain from this fool- 
ishness." Jalal Din HaqqanL the 
Taleban minister for Bonier 
and Tribal Affairs told a news 
conference. 

He said once Iran enters 
Afg hanistan, its troops win not 
be able to find a way out 
because the U. S. administra- 
tion wants to trap Iran in 
Afghanistan. 

Iran, a powerful western 
neighbour of Afghanistan, has 
deployed roughly 200,000 


troops on its Afghan frontier 
after the killing of eight Iranian 
diplomats and a journalist by 
Taleban fighters when it cap- 
tured the northern city of 
Marar-e-Sharif in early August 

Tehran is demanding an apol- 
ogy from the Taleban, handing 
over of foe killers and an imme- 
diate release of rm estimated 40 
Iranians. 

The Taleban blames rene- 
gade fighters for the killing of 
Iranians, but has refused to 
hand them over to Iran, saying 
the killers will be punished by 
its auth orities. 

Iran’s ambassador to Pak- 
istan Mohammad Mehdi 
Akhoundzadeh said Thursday 
the barbaric act of the killing of 
Iranians cannot go unpunished. 

Haqqani said the Iranians, 
who were killed, were spies 
and not diplomats. 
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Euro-Med 



ministers 
to meet in 
Rhodes 


A relative of a 10-year-old wounded child, Hussein Harb, Friday stands at the 
entrance to her damaged house after it was hit by an Israeli shell in the village of Arab 
S alim in the Iqlim Al Tufah region in south Lebanon (Reaters photo) 


Two Israel-backed militia 
members hurt in Lebanon 


Iraq urges Turkey to end water dispute 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
called on Turkey to cooperate 
in resolving regional water 
shortages, after a meeting 
Thursday with Syria that was 
boycotted by Turkish officials. 

Iraqi Minister of Irrigation 
Mahmmoud Diab Al Ahmad 
said he hoped Turkey would 
“come to understand the 
importance of cooperating 
with the committee to reach 
just solutions for water distrib- 


ution,” the official INA news 
agency reported. 

Turkey has always been 
invited to the committee meet- 
ings to discuss the water prob- 
lems but has been “boycotting 
them for years,” said Syrian 
delegation leader Ibrahim 
MakhuL quoted by INA. 

Syria and Iraq have previ- 
ously accused Turkey of 
restricting water flowing from 
the Euphrates and Tigris 


rivers, which rise in Turkey 
and run through Syria and 
Iraq, thereby reducing the sup- 
ply to the Arab lands. 

Al Ahmad said in August 
that Baghdad would seek 
legal means to stop Ankara 
monopolising the Euphrates, 
adding that his country would 
face “a serious problem if 
Turkey continues to build 
hydroelectric and dam pro- 
jects." 


MARJAYOUN <R) — Two 
fighters of Israel’s proxy militia 
were wounded by mortar fire 
and two civilians, a 10-year-old 
boy and 35-year-oki woman, 
injured in other shelling in 
south Lebanon on Friday, mili- 
tia sources said. 

The Source said the two 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
fighters 1 were ’• moderately 
wounded in a mortar attack on 
their outpost in the western sec- 
tor of Israel’s south Lebanon 


occupation zone. 

The incident raised to 38 the 


number of SLA members 
wounded in the south since Jan- 
uary. Twenty-seven have been 
killed during the same period. 

Earlier on Friday, 10-year-old 
Hussein Harb was wounded 
during shelling from Israeli- 
held south Lebanon, a security 
source said. He was hit 'in Iqlim 
Al Tufah, a stronghold of pn> 
Iranian -HizboQah guerrillas 
north of the zone. 

Hours later, a woman in the 
southern village of Arab Salim 
was wounded by mortar fire 
from inside the zone, a security 


source said She was the 51st 
civilian wounded in south 
Lebanon since the start of die 
year. 

Nineteen civilians have been 
killed in the same period 

HLzboUah is waging a war of 
attrition to drive Israeli troops 
ancf the SLA out of the country. 

Israel which has controlled 
parts of south Lebanon since 
1978. set up a self-declared 
security zone in the area in 
1985 ostensibly to shield hs 
northern borders from potential 
guerrilla attacks. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
Austrian and Greek co- 
chairmanship, the Second 
Euro-Mediterranean Con- 
ference of Ministers for 
Culture will take place, on 
Sept. 25-26 in Rhodes, a 
European Commission 
statement said 

The conference falls with- . 
in the framework of. the 
Euro-Mediterranean Part- 
nership and follows the 
Bologna Conference, which 
for foe first time brought 
together the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Ministers for Cul- 
ture in April 1996, and the 
Thessaloniki Conference in 
November 1997, which 
brought together govern- 
ment experts of the 27 part- 
ners on the topic of Euro- 
Mediterranean audio- visual 
cooperation. The Rhodes 
Conference is the first sec-;- 
toral ministerial conference^ 
to take place after the Pafe§£ 
mo ad hoc ministerial 1 
meeting of June 1998. " - = 

After almost three years 
since the Barcelona. Decl*-' 
ration, the ministers for cul- 
ture and audio-visual affaire 
of the 27 Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Partners (15 member 
states of the European - 
Union and 12 Mediter- 
ranean partners) and the 
European Commission will 
review Euro-Mediterranean 
cultural cooperation and 
provide impetus at the high- 
est level for future coopera- 
tion in this field the state- 
ment said 

The aim of this ministeri- . 
al conference is threefold: 
to endorse the considerable 
progress made in die field 
of Euro-Medi terranean cuL _ 
tural cooperation since the 
Barcelona and Bologna 
Conferences, establish pri- 
orities and main trends for. 
future Activity and, third, 
constitute a platform for 
ideas for in tercul tural dia- 
logue in the run-up to the 
year 2000, according to the 
statement. 


No Middle East business summit this year due to regional conditions 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM —The 
World Economic Forum will not be 
sponsoring a Middle East and North 
Africa business conference this year 
due to conditions in the region, a top 
forum official has said 

“We don’t think that the region 
would feel comfortable this year 
having a summit as in the past 
What was a product four years ago 
isn’t suited for this year," Gregory 
Blatt, director of the Geneva-based 
organisation, told The Jerusalem 
Post on Thursday. 

Blatt said that, in lieu of a confer- 
ence, the annual January gathering 
in Davos, Switzerland will high- 
light the Middle East He said die 
forum would invite Middle East 


businesspeople cm the CEO level to 
lake part along with the other 1 .000 
members of the forum, which 
brings together governmental and 
business leaders for high-level talks 
in an informal atmosphere. 

Blatt said the meeting would not 
be a MENA summit but the featur- 
ing of the MENA region at the 
annual session. He said the forum is 
standing by its commitment to hav- 
ing the business community play a 
role in helping cement the peace 
process. 

This is break from the format of 
die previous regional conferences, 
held first in Casablanca. Morocco, 
in 1994 and subsequently in 
Amman, Cairo and last year in 


Doha, Qatar. 

The Doha conference, unlike the 
previous ones, disbanded without 
deciding on a venue for the next par- 
ley due to increased Arab-Israeli 
tensions. 

Several countries were broached 
as possible sponsors for this year’s 
conference, including Tunisia, 
Oman, Turkey and Cyprus. Howev- 
er. no country volunteered to host 
theevenL 

A government official in 
Jerusalem said the failure to hold the 
conference this year is a “punish- 
ment to die region as a whole." 
There were a few Arab countries 
willing to host the event, the official 
said, but they were pressured by 


strong Arab governments that did 
not want the conference to take 
place this year. 

Another government source said 
the conference would not get off the 
ground this year, apparently due to 
the fact that Egypt is not willing to 
participate. 

Blatt also noted that Egypt is an 
important player and its involve- 
ment ultimately contributes to the 
success of the conference. 

Egyptian Ambassador to Israel 
Mohammad Bassiouny said that “as 
long as there is no progress in die 
peace process with foe Palestinians. 
Syrians, and Lebanese, who can 
you expect to participate?’ He said 
Egypt believes there is a difference 


between peace and the fruits of 
peace. How can we achieve eco- 
nomic cooperation in the Middle 
East when there is no peace 
process?’ 

At foe same time, Bassiouny said 
that if there were progress, Egypt 
would immediately encourage foe 
convening of a regional economic 
conference. 

Last year, Egypt did not have offi- 
cial representation at die confer- 
ence. “Our position is foe same as 
last year, since there is no progress 
in the peace process.” he said. 

However, Blatt said it is highly 
unlikely that a single development, 
such as another pullback from the 
West Bank, would result in the con- 


vening of the conference. 

Blatt also noted this year’s cancel- 
lation is “ironic” in that foe partici- 
pants in foe Doha conference Jhad 
deemed it a success, and it actually 
had a larger number of participants 
and resulted in more business deals. 

The Jerusalem official noted that 
the MENA format is a public-pri- 
vate partnership and in the Arab 
World, the political and economic 
processes cannot be separated. 

However, he said, “this is not the 
end of the MENA process," noting 
that there is a chance the conference 
could convene again in 1999 if the 
peace process gets back on trade. 


— The Jerusalem Post 
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22:25 Aqaba (Maria Airport) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


Sl Murv of Nazareth Church 
Sweifich, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Churdi TeL 


4632785 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
46 24853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Churdi TeL 
4646138 

Churdi of Presentation, Swd- 
Geh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477133 1 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Temperatures are expected to 
rise graudallv with moderate 
weather conditions prevailing 
during the day becoming fine 
at nighL Qouds will appear at 
low altitudes and winds north- 
westerly to northeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Mia/Max. temp. 

Amman 16/28 

Aqaba — 22/34 

Deserts J4/30 

Jordan Valley — 222/35 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 26 Aqaba 33. Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 3S per 
cent Aqaba 53 percent. 
Following are die highest tem- 
preatures expected today in the 
following areas: 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Rastad 4875)92 

Dr. Ahmad Manna' 5359413 

Dr. KhaHJbafi 4784450 

Du WafidMasri 5675485 

Firas pharmacy ......5661912 

Al Asenta pharmacy.... 4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Ngpb pharmacy 53477632 

IRBID: 

De fesamSafih 246858 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WatidHabseh .982799 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


Public Security Dept.... 4630321 

Hotel Complaints. .5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

^Bx&SevwtngeQmptarfe — 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 MI 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls - 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623 1 01 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661101 

JordanTelevision -.47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority - 5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information.. 44-5 3200 
Queen Alia Inll. Airpon ..44-53200 


Italian, Al-Muhajreen -.4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army, Marka - 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amid Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


ARRIVALS 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 




?9 



28 

Petra .... 

30 

Dead Sea 

35 


Food Control Centre... ..4637111 
Gvfl Defence Department -5661 1 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emasency....l99 
Resale Fofoe 192,462111 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade... 4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police. .4896390 


AMMAN: 

Tit Arab Centre for Heatt and Spe- 
cial Suigety 5921199 
TteZstomkAbdE — 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzrreh 4630195 

Khalidi Matemity......464428l/6 

Akileh Maternity. 464244 ! 12 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .....5669131 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 
Al-AWL Abdali .. — -566416476 


Zarqa 

-.(09)983323 

National Hospital 

.. rnQwnn^fin 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
.(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
- ..-(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
.(02)272275 

Ibn AJ 

Nafees Hospital 
(021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


(031314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (R J) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airpon Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 52325a 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07J0 . — .Damascus (RJ) 

08:45 -New Delhi (RJ) 

09:25 -Beirut (RJ) 

09J0 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

09:45 — Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

09:45 .Tehran (RJ i 

10HJQ..... .Colombo (RJ) 

14:55 ..New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:00 Cairo (RJ) 

16J0 London (RJf 

21:00 Milan. Rome (RJ) 

22J0 ................... Frankfun. (RJ) 

23:45 Paris (RJ) 

01-JO Madrid (RJ» 

W’JO -Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:05 London. Damascus (BA) 

12:00 - Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

14:05 — — Vienna (OS) 

15:25 DubaL Muscat (EK) 

17: *W - Beirut (ME) 

18:00 Paris (AF) 

18KB -Frankfurt (LH) 

22:35 - -Cairo (MS) 

22:40 — .Amsterdam fKL) 

00:05 London, Damascus (BA) 

01:05 —-Belgrade (JIT) 

02:00 - Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings i.RW) 

09 JO Aqaba (arriving at QA1A 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(KW) 

18:0° Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ffigjhts 

05:45 Beirut (RJ) 

08:40 Istanbul (RJ) 

10:30 Milan (RJ) 

U:15 .... Aqaba, Paris (RJ) | 

11 JO Rome. Brussels (RJ) 

11:30 Berlin, Frankfort (RJ) 

U:40 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

1^:00 Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 .Cario(RJ) 

13:05 London (RJ) 

20:05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:20 Bombay (RJ) 

20:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 — Abu Dahbi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:45 JeddabfRJ) 


Other F ligh ts 

06:35 .Damascus, Loudon (BA) 

12:30 Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 Abu Dhabi Bahrain (GF) 

14:50 ....... Visina (OS) 

18:00 .. rinhai (EK) 

19:00 Beirut (ME) 

23:40 ..Beirut Amsterdam (KL) 

02:10 Belgrade (JU) 

03:00 Route (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07 .-00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) 

20:30 Aqaba (from QAIA)(RW) 


tfoo 


NEWS II 







’ er 2s. ln . 



"niste^ 
rT '® e t i( 

I’.P'ks 


IW * •*:•!! f 

1 

-‘P^n r R H 

fn-.sn; VjJd ' r,r %. 

, i L* I > . r a,| i'n. _ 

■.r" 4 * r ' ,, Wtitrv* ^ 

<Z: ^ 

f“ r ' Ml ni-ier^ 

^ ^gcUver 
:..‘; in ^ “*m£ 

T?r»^ a< 

■;v/;;: n - ^ £ 

.;f;.VJ Vfc '.‘hciirsw 

.„. ■*“ . ,"'• nnafe 
-l.nj ..i| j une 

Kner . ^ Jhr;,. 
iC ' ;n u c 

u ' n - \ h > njinrte to ' 
c “ r ' J ‘*udi.--ii. 1S ]^; 

ir: - Eui.Atv. 


“«■ ur. 

lM> ^ 1 2 \|*j 

V - J ' Pj-tsut-.*. 

,r ' r ' c 7 : 

'iA by.uNl-jup^i 

•'■ ■■* ' ’•►">■•-■-' 

; •-' ■ ’ .' “JTir: ,\v 

•r. .:■. :r: • •* • 

■■'■ i i 

r I’: - .' -. : Ijl -J£'. 

* ■' 

*■"■ ■-' '' •• '*lc 


itPARTt*** 


K.rc »**: 

: -v^' 

r*' ■' ■ 

• V 




Home News 


No abnormal radioactivity in 
from Dimona nuclear plant — 


Jordan limes, Saturday, September 26, 1998 



By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Alter reports 
in the local press last week 
claimed that Israel's nuclear 
reactor in the Negev desen 
was posing a threat of 
radioactivity in the region, 
officials here Friday said 
doily tests “have not found 
any abnormal nuclear 
radioactivity” in Jordan. 

•The measurements are in 
the normal range.” Minister 
of Water and Energy Haiti 
Mulki told the Jordan 
Times. “We are following 
up tbe issue with concerned 
parties to keep monitoring 
any possible changes in 
areas near the reactor.” 

Israel's Dimona reactor, 
south of Hebron, is about 60 
kilometres west of Karak 
across the Jordan Valley. 

It was built over 40 years 
ago and is capable of pro- 
ducing weapons -grade plu- 
tonium. Press reports have 
said that Israel has built 
between 100 and 200 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Regent meets with 
American general 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, Thursday 

received General Antho- 
ny Zinni, commander of 
the American Central 
Command. Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of 
Defence Fayez Tarawneh 
also met with Gen. Zinni 
and reviewed bilateral 
cooperation, particularly 
in military fields. 
Tarawneh commended 
the continued strong 
U.S.- Jordan ties and 
voiced hope that the U.S. 
would continue its eco- 
nomic and defence sup- 
port to the Kingdom. 
Also Thursday, the chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mira’i 
Kaabneh, and Gen. Zinni 
discussed cooperation in 
defence-related matters 
and issues of common 
concern. 

Prince Ghazi 
married 

AMMAN (J.Tj — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Thursday congratulated 
HRH Prince Mohammad 
on HRH Prince Ghazi 's 
marriage to Princess 
Areej. Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent. 
Princess Sarvarh, Prince 
Mohammad, Princess 
Tagreed. and other Royal 
family members attended 
the wedding ceremony 
Thursday. The ceremony 
was held at A1 Manal 
Palace. 


nuclear warheads at 
Dimona. 

Mulki stressed that all 
nuclear facilities should be 
supervised by the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 

“Jordan has made this 
message clear ar the 
agency's week-long general 
assembly [which ended yes- 
terday in Austria]," the min- 
ister added. 

Although Israel has never 
officially admitted having 
nuclear weapons, it agreed 
in August to drop its opposi- 
tion to the launch of United 
Nations negotiations on 
banning production of 
nuclear weapons materials, 
on condition that it would 
not be forced to accept 
international inspections of 
its nuclear facilities. 

A draft resolution signed 
by Algeria. Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Iraq, Libya, Jordan. 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Qatar, Syria. Sudan, Tunisia 


and Yemen called for Israel, 
the only stale in the Middle 
East region that is not party 
to the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, to accede to it with- 
out further delay. 

It demanded that Israel 
“not develop, produce, test 
or otherwise acquire nuclear 
weapons and to renounce 
possession of nuclear 
weapons, and to place all its 
unsafeguarded nuclear facil- 
ities under the full scope of 
the agency safeguards.” 

The agency is considering 
the Arab states' resolution. 

Former Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres virtually 
acknowledged that Israel 
possessed nuclear weapons 
during a visit to Jordan in 
July. 

“We built a nuclear option, 
not to in order to have a 
Hiroshima, but to have an 
Oslo," Peres told an audi- 
ence of academics and. the 
media in Amman on July 
13. 

Minister of Municipal and 


Jordan 

officials 


Rural Affairs Tawflq Kreis- 
han told tbe Jordan Times 
that the Ministry of Energy 
and other involved parties 
arc continuously coordinat- 
ing to face any develop- 
ments that might occur con- 
cerning the Dimona plant 

He said, however, “there 
are no confirmations" on 
possible nuclear radioactivi- 
ty threatening Jordan. 

Some local columnists 
warned against what they 
called a “veiled nuclear 
strategy” adopted by con- 
secutive Israeli governments 
which, they said, keeps 
regional tensions high 
because of the uncertainty 
surrounding Israel’s nuclear 
programme. 

They hoped that the Arab 
effort at the agency’s meet- 
ing would eventually force 
Israel to yield to 
international pressure, espe- 
cially following reported 
signs of possible nuclear 
leakage or “even an explo- 
sion" at Dimona. 


Arabic press lacks credibility 
due to government control, 
restrictive laws — analyst 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — The Arabic 
press at home and abroad 
lacks credibility and 
accuracy because of gov- 
ernment control, censor- 
ship and restrictive press 
laws, an American expert 
has said. 

“Many Arabic newspa- 
pers are largely owned by 
their governments, which 
turns them into state 
mouthpieces, instead of 
an independent press 
body," Middle East spe- 
cialist Judith Kipper said 
during a roundtable dis- 
cussion entitled “Ameri- 
can View of Arab Media," 
held and organised by the 
Arab Media Institute. 

She said that democracy 
is still in its infancy in the 
Arab World and that the 
Arabs still have a long 
way to achieve total 
democracy and freedom 
of expression. 

“The U.S. rarely quotes 
media in the Arab World, 
because papers are semi- 
censored, government 
controlled, and restricted 
by press laws," she said. 

Only two Arab papers, 
Cairo's AJ Ahram and the 
London-based AI Hayat. 
are quoted by the U.S. 
media, she added. 

Kipper added that strict 
press laws and censorship 
imposed on the media 
body by Arab govern- 
ments make it equally 
hard for the U.S. as well 
as foreign countries to 
obtain any kind of infor- 
mation dealing with those 
countries’ internal and 


external issues. 

“On the other hand, the 
Israeli media is much 
more freer and open, and 
information is widely 
accessible," she added. 

She said that such easy 
accessibility of informa- 
tion granted by the 
Israelis explains why 
most Western countries 
can rely on that informa- 
tion. 

“Since the early begin- 
nings. most of our infor- 
mation on the Middle 
East came from Israel.” 
she added. 

Kipper, co-director of 
the Middle East Studies 
programme at the Centre 
for Strategic and 
International Studies and 
director of the Council on 
Foreign Relations Middle 
East Forum, has given 
lectures and roundtable 
discussions at the U.S. 
embassy's Information 
Centre, the Centre of 
Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan, 
World Affairs Council, as 
well as dialogues with 
local media groups. 

Her lectures focused on 
regional stability in the 
Middle East and Ameri- 
can policies and views of 
the Middle East. 

Kipper advised Arab 
journalists who face 
restrictions and laws hin- 
dering their performance 
not to look to the U.S. for 
help, but focus on abol- 
ishing these restrictions 
through collective action. 

“You've got to do it 
yourself," she said. 

She said Americans in 


general do not know 
much about other soci- 
eties, including the Mid- 
dle East, and they “do not 
care" to know. 

“Americans are not 
interested in foreign 
things. We need to raise 
the level of awareness,” 
she said. 

As an example. Kipper 
said news items about 
Japan in the U.S. media 
do not exceed 0.04 per 
cent, while Japanese cov- 
erage of U.S. affairs 
exceeds 40 percent of all 
Japanese media content. 

Kipper also criticised 
Arab journalists working 
in the U.S. 

“We almost never see 
Arab journalists showing 
up at the White House or 
asking any questions... 
They don’t do their work, 
they are inactive,” she 
said. 

She added that the Ara- 
bic press' lack of perfor- 
mance was a reason for 
them not getting inter- 
view privileges with gov- 
ernment officials, usually 
granted to other press 
people. 

She said the Israeli 
press in the U.S. has a 
very 4‘active" perfor- 
mance. 

“Unlike Arab 

embassies, which are only 
socially active, the Israeli 
embassy is always 
[aware] of events and pre- 
pares its media people 
with background informa- 
tion and briefs them 
before any important 
event,” she stated. 


National Red Crescent Society 
celebrates 50th anniversary 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan National Red Crescent 
Society celebrated its 50th 
anniversary on Thursday at 
a ceremony held under the 
patronage of Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, and 
Princess Sarvath, the soci- 
ety’s honorary president. 

In an address at the cere- 
mony. Prince Hassan said 
Jordan has been foremost 
among nations calling for 
the creation of a new 
international humanitarian 
order. 

Prince Hassan called on 
representatives of world 
governments attending a 
meeting in December to 
mark the 50th anniversary 
of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights to 
remember that Jordan, 
along with the rest of the 
global community, has been 
struggling to focus atten- 
tion on a code of conduct to 
highlight human rights and 
humanitarian duties. He 
added that no economic or 
political successes can be 
achieved without due atten- 
tion to humanitarian needs. 

Prince Hassan said the 
world lost S40 billion in the 
1960s due to armed con- 
flicts. $70 billion in the 
1970s, and $120 billion so 
far in the 1990s, noting that 
the conflicts were responsi- 
ble for the displacement of 
thousands of people and 
untold human suffering. 

Paying tribute to the Red 
Crescent and the other vol- 
untary organisations for 
their roles during conflicts. 
Prince Hassan noted that 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, awards National Red Crescent Society Pres- 
ident Mohammad Hadid the Independence (Istiqlal) Medal of the First Order (Photo 
by Boghos) 


these groups assisted some 
1.5 million refugees who 
came to Jordan during 
Iraq’s occupation of 
Kuwait. 

Calling on the world 
community to exert more 
efforts to alleviate suffering 
in times of adversity, the 
Prince stressed that 
humanitarian assistance 
should be granted to people 
in need regardless of 
colour, race, or religious 
belief. 

In her address at the cere- 
mony, Princess Sarvath 
paid tribute to the late 
Queen Zein, the Queen 
Mother, who established 


the JNRCS. and Royal fam- 
ily members who followed 
in her footsteps in provid- 
ing humanitarian assistance 
to the needy and people 
suffering from natural or 
man-made disasters. 

Princess Sarvath also 
thanked Jordanian and non- 
Jordanian people who have 
worked for the society. 

In recognition of the role 
played by the late Queen 
Zein, JNRCS President 
Mohammad Hadid present- 
ed the society’s golden 
jubilee shield to her grand- 
daughters, Their Royal 
Highnesses Princesses 
Sumava Al Hassan and 


No need to boil water 
before drinking — minister 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Water com- 
ing from the Zai Water 
Treatment Plant, which 
supplies 40 per cent of 
Amman’s needs, is 
potable and does not need 
boiling, the government 
said Thursday, reversing a 
two-month old advisory. 

Health Minister Nael 
Ajlouni affirmed that 
water was free of pollu- 
tants that caused the water 
crisis this summer which 
affected residents and 
businesses of west 
Amman. 

But the head of the 
Lower House Committee 
on Water and Agriculture, 
Salameh Hiari, challenged 
the government’s state- 
ment, saying that “the Zai 
plant is still having some 
problems and it was 
forced three days ago to 
operate at half capacity 
because of the huge 
amount of organic sub- 
stances it received.” 

“I hope the govern- 
ment’s statement is true 


and the problem is under 
control,” Hiari told the 
Jordan Times. 

“"But I believe that some 
reports on the water situa- 
tion have not been made 
public.” he added. "There- 
fore, I call for a national 
conference to end this 
confusion." 

In response to Hiari's 
reservations about Jor- 
dan's water quality. Min- 
ister of Water and Energy 
Hani Mulki said there is 
no need to adjust water 
qualifications because 
they meet rhe World 
Health Organisation's 
requirements. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported that Mulki, at a 
meeting with the Jordan 
Businessmen’s Associa- 
tion on Thursday, urged 
the private sector to form 
a national company to 
participate in managing 
and distributing Disi 
aquifer water to Amman. 

He added that several 
local firms will also par- 
ticipate in the formation 


of the company. 

Mulki said the govern- 
ment will meet next 
month ‘ with representa- 
tives of international com- 
panies interested in the 
JD447 million project 

Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Qusai Quteishat said 
100 million cubic metres 
of water per year can be 
pumped from the Disi 
aquifer, located in the 
Wadi Araba region. 

Recent news reports 
said Iran was interested in 
funding the Disi-Araman 
water project on a build- 
operate-and-transfer 
basis. 

Mulki has said that ten- 
ders for the Disi-Amman 
water project aimed at 
supplying water from the 
ancient aquifer to pans of 
Amman and southern 
regions of the Kingdom, 
will be floated at an 
international conference 
in Amman. 

“The project will go to 
qualified ponies and not 
necessarily to Iran," he 
said. 


Badiya Al Hassan and HRH 
Princess Basma's daughter 
Farah Daghestani. 

Prince Hassan. Princess 
Basma and HRH Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid were pre- 
sented with the society’s 
shield. 

Prince Hassan presented 
the Independence (Istiqlal) 
Medal of the First Order to 
Hadid. 

Also honoured at the cer- 
emony were a number of 
individuals and representa- 
tives of institutions who 
were awarded gold, silver 
and bronze medals in 
recognition of their human- 
itarian activities. 


Bakery 
explosion 
injures 24 

AMMAN (J.T) — An explo- 
sion Thursday at the Zharat Al 
Khalil bakery in Russeifa 
injured 24 people and caused 
extensive damage to vehicles 
parked near the building. 

A report in tbe Arabic dally 
AJ Ra’i on Friday said the 
blast occurred due to high 
pressure from overheating raid 
lack of ventilation in and 
around the oven. 

The injured were treated at 
Prince Faisal Hospital in 
Zarqa and were listed in fair 
condition. Minister of Interior 
Nayef Qadi was quoted Fri- 
day by the Arabic daily Al 
Dustour as saying that all but 
four were released on Thurs- 
day. 

The scene of the accident 
was inspected by Prime Min- 
ister Fayez Tarawneh, Qadi 
and officials from the Civil 
Defence Department. 

Qadi said the injured people 
were sitting in a bus near the 
entrance of the bakery at the 
time of the explosion, which 
shattered the vehicle’s win- 
dows. 
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WHAT’S GOING: 


DANCE 

* Korean Folklore Dance Troupe Performance at 
Prince Hassan Auditorium, University of Jordan at 8:00 
p.m. (free admission). 

DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98" cultural activities at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeb, to last until Sept. 30, include: 
EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 years of graphic art from Lebanon and works by 
Jordanian artist Sahel Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and by Jordan- 
ian artist Said Haddadin at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Sarnia Zara at 
the Byzantine Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs “Memory of a Place by 
Jordanian artist Hussein Da’seh at the Museum. 

exhibitions 

* “Jordan-Kuwaiti Industrial Show 98" at the Amman 

International Auto Exhibit. Airport Road (Telefax 
5690753), until Ocl 2. f , _ , 

* Paintings by Mohammad Polise entitled A Tune and 

Colour*' at the City Hall. Ras Al ‘Ain (Tel. 4743158), 
until Sept. 30. . ^ . 

* Display of Bam Hamida and Jordan River Designs 

products (rugs, cushions, wall-hangings, and quilts) at 
the Jor dan River Designs showroom, until Sept. 30 (Tel. 
46I30S1). ¥ , 

* Photography exhibition entitled "Les Cites 

d'Aitistes a Paris" at the premises of the Association or 
rhe Jordanian Plastic Artists, Jabal Weibdeh, until Sept. 
30. _ . . 


Peace Corps volunteers find learning, teaching environment in Jordan 


a Artistes a Paris at the premises or me ~ 

the Jordanian Plastic Artists, Jabal Weibdeh, until Sept. 
30. 

* Paintings by Rula Sbukairy at the French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Amman, until Sept. 30. 


By Scott Peterson 

IRAQ AL AMIR — Before the 
Peace Corps came to Jordan, 
Dina Salman Abadi’s image of 
Americans had been gleaned 
from U.S. television and 
movies. 

That view began to change 
when Peace Corps volunteer 
Joshua Emmott arrived in this 
small village on the edge of the 
Jordan River Valley. 

“From when I was little, I had 
the perception that Americans 
were extremely violent — that 
they all shot people," she 
recalls with a laugh. “But he 
was polite, said ‘Good morn- 
ing. how are you?' And I saw 
he wasn't carrying a gun.” 

Now, after more than a year 

— Peace Corps volunteers first 
arrived in Jordan in May 1997 

— Emmott is accepted here 
“like we are all brothers and 
sisters,” Abadi says. “Now I 
would love to go to America." 

Jordan the first Mideast 
nation to welcome the Peace 
Corps, in part because of the 
special place the organisation 
holds in the heart of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

'T... grew up in Washington 
during President Kennedy’s 


administration," she told 
CNN’s Larry King recently. 
“[I] was convinced that perhaps 
the greatest career... would be 
to be in the Peace Corps." 

Queen Noor joined Hillary 
Rodham Clinton last week to 
inaugurate the new Peace 
Corps building in Washington. 
Voicing her appreciation For 
workers in Jordan, she quoted 
the Prophet Mohammad, who 
said "the best of men are those 
who are useful to others." 

Current tensions in the 
Mideast over the collapse of 
the Arab-Israeli peace process, 
Iraq's confrontation with the 
United Nations, and a general 
disillusionment with U.S. poli- 
cies have fuelled a need for the 
Peace Corps to build cultural 
ties. 

Jordan signed a peace deal 
with Israel in 1994 when the 
momentum for peace was 
regionwide. U.S.-Jordan ties 
have blossomed as a result, but 
what Arabs view as Israeli 
intransigence on troop with- 
drawal from the West Bank, as 
well as continued Jewish settle- 
ment, has made the “peace 
camp” small indeed. 

“Lessons from region show 
that peace must be built 


between peoples," the Queen 
said in Washington. 

Both the programme and host 
organisations are still learning 
from each other. 

‘There was a big question: 
Can an American live in this 
[conservative] environment?" 
says Lawrence Bartlett, the 
Peace Corps country director 
for Jordan. 

Of the first 27 volunteers who 
arrived, eight left because the 
change was too much, or they 
did not find satisfaction in 
their jobs. Others have adapted 
well. 

“It was as different as could 
ever have been imagined,” says 
Emmott, who had living and 
travel experience in Egypt and 
Turkey already. 

Changes often included squat 
toilets and sleeping on the roof. 
Privacy disappeared, as volun- 
teers spent the first three 
mouths living with families and 
undergoing intense Arabic-Ian- 
guage training. 

~ There were more changes 
after moving to villages, where 
volunteers work ou small 
income-generating or conser- 
vation projects, or with youths. 
Next month, education projects 
and English teaching will be 


added to the list. 

Integration rakes time and 
cultural sensitivity. Anne 
Austin, for example, had lived 
in Saudi Arabia, where women 
must be covered from head to 
toe in public. Jordan is much 
less strict, and Austin was 
warmly welcomed by her host 
family. 

But she still had to work to 
win the respect of the 20 boys 
at the Mamunieh juvenile cen- 
tre, 20 miles south of Amman, 
where she used her training as a 
volunteer counsellor at the 
Atlanta Probation Center. 

"Dealing with the boys 
depends on your personality, 
and sometimes you have to act 
like a man with them, and 
sometimes like a big sister," 
says Luna Ejeilat, a sociologist 
at the centre. 

“They saw me more as an 
American than as a woman, 
which helped me ‘be one of the 
boys* more easily,” Austin 
says. 

The boys - — all but five have 
moved on — enjoy the wood- 
working shop and learning the 
alphabet. But there are few 
resources; even crayons are at a 
premium. 

"Most of us came here think- 


ing, ‘We are going to make big 
changes’," she says. “But you 
must take baby steps." 

Emmott's job has been to 
revamp the ceramics portion of 
a project backed by the Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation. He works 
with unmarried women, so 
before he began, parents were 
“spoken to" about his Peace 
Corps mission. Now they joke 
with each other in Arabic. 

Tensions for the volunteers 
can mirror those in the 
Mideast, however. During the 
Iraq crisis in February, when 
U.S. forces were on the verge 
of bombing Iraq, riots broke 
out in parts of Jordan. Though 
volunteers were sometimes 
nervous, “their protection 
comes from how they live and 
where they live," says Bartlett. 
“They are integrated and close 
to families." 

In Emmott’s village, an Iraqi 
gardener at one point told the 
volunteer he wanted to a 0 
home “to fight the Americans." 

“At first he avoided me but I 
kept offering tea," Emmott 
remembers. “Finally he said; ‘I 
don’t like [the policy of] Amer- 
ica. But I like you.” 

— Christian Science Monitor 







4 World News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 2 ;, 1998 


Kohl and rival in final push 
for tight German election 




BONN (AFP) — 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and opposition rival 
Gerhard Schroeder geared 
up for their closing election 
rallies Friday, two days 
from the finish line of their 
increasingly tight race for 
power. 

After weeks of criss- 
crossing the country, press- 
ing flesh and pledging a bet- 
ter future, Germany's big 
two were cranking up their 
campaign bandwagons for 
the find push for votes. 

Kohl. 16 years in power 
and seeking a record fifth 
mandate, was to appear at a 
Christian Union open-air 
rally in the western city of 
Mainz. 

Schroeder, at 54 relatively 
young compared with 
Kohl's 68, was heading to 
Berlin for a mass gathering 
to include a supporting 
appearance from Austrian 
Chancellor Viktor Klima. 

The Greens and the free- 
market Free Democrats 
(FDP) were also rounding 
off their campaigns with 
meetings respectively in 
Darmstadt and Oberursel in 
the west 

It will be all over bar the 
tears by late Sunday, when 
Kohl will know if Germans 
want him to lead them into 
the next millennium after 
overseeing the country's 
reunification, or pack his 
bags. 

Polls put Schroeder’s 
Social Democrats (SPD) 
between two and four points 
ahead of Kohl's Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
and its Bavarian sister the 
Christian Social Union 
(CSU). 


Kohl's campaign theme 
has been “stability instead 
of risk,” portraying his lead- 
ership as the guarantor of 
German economic and 
political security and the 
country's place among the 
world's leading nations. 

He has focused on the 
damage his government 
claims an alliance between 
the SPD) and the Greens 
would do to the economy, 
social progress and security. 

In Munich at a penulti- 
mate campaign rally late 
Thursda^, Kohl was hailed 
with chants of “Helmut, 
Helmut”; by the 15,000- 
strong crowd. 

“No poll, no editorial can 
elect the chancellor. So, 
please, go and vote.” he 
urged the roughly one in 
four Germans still .undecid- 
ed. 

The SPD says Kohl is a 
spent force, citing record 
post-war unemployment at 
more than four million, a 
stuttering economy and 
social injustice. 

“We want to change and 
we need a new government 
in Germany,” Kohl’s rival 
Schroeder told his penulti- 
mate campaign rally in the 
western city of Dortmund 
late Thursday. 

The SPD won thinly dis- 
guised support Friday from 
the federation of German 
unions (DGB). 

“Germany needs a 
change.” it said in a com- 
munique, while insisting it 
was not telling anyone how 
to vote. 

“We need a new politics 
that is more effective in 
fighting unemployment, 
which respects the require- 


ments of social justice and 
which offers positive per- 
spectives.” 

Despite polls putting the 
SPD ahead however, the 
trend is unclear and the 
shape of the next 
Bundestag, the lower house 
of parliament, could depend 
on the results of the smaller 


parties. 

They are the Greens, the 


FDP and the former East 
German communists of the 
Party , of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS), the only 
other parties in parliament. 

Minor groups, including 
far-right parties, are not 
expected to get enough sup- 
port tci make the Bundestag. 

The ;FDP is skirting dan- 
gerously close to the five 
per cent barrier normally 
needed to get into parlia- 
ment, but the Greens seem 
relatively assured at some 
six orj seven per cent, and 
the PDS, although not likely 
to pass five per cent, will 
probably get in via a clause 
over the number of directly 
elected candidates. 

Polling stations open 
Sunday at 8:00 a.m. (0600 
GMT) and first estimates, 
which normally are 
extremely reliable, will be 
given as soon as they shut at 
6:00 p.m. (1600 GMT). 

Kohl's day will be spent at 
church, voting with his wife 
Hannelore, a meal with his 
family and then a trip to his 
office in the afternoon for 
the first results. 

Schroeder is also planning 
to take things easy, pledging 
not to reach for his trade- 
mark cigars until voting is 
over. “Work first, pleasure 
later,” he says. 


Scottish nationalists 


gun for independence 


INVERNESS, Scotland 
(AFP) — Riding high in 
opinion polls, the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP) rallied its troops 
here on Friday with the 
battle cry: autonomy in 
eight months, indepen- 
dence “as soon as possi- 
ble”. 

The 800 delegates gath- 
ered here in the 
Highlands for the party’s 
annual congress applaud- 
ed their young leader, 
Alex Salmond, a 
reformist who has trans- 
formed the SNP from a 


pressure group into a 
party on the verge of 
power. 

The SNP, which com- 
mands 50 per cent of vot- 
ers’ support putting it on 
track, to play a leading 
role in Scotland's first 
autonomous parliament 
since 1707. so far has 
outlined only sketchy 
plans for an independent 
Scotland. 

But its success had 
already rattled Tony 
Blair's Labour govern- 
ment. fearful of a break- 
up of the United 
Kingdom on the horizon 
of the year 2000. 

Emboldened by opinion 
polls which for the first 
time show a majority of 
Scottish voters ready to 
back independence, the 
SNP has pledged to hold 
a referendum on indepen- 
dence in the lifetime of 
Scotland's first parlia- 
ment. 

‘‘Scotland must stop 


whining and shifting the 
blame to the people south' 
of the border... and start 
doing something about it 
instead,” Alex Salmond 
was to say in his closing 
speech Friday. 

“Labour is in a total 
panic. Lets make sure we 
don't miss that opportuni- 
ty”. a representative of 
the SNP young guard, 
Nicola Sturgeon, a 28- 
year-old lawyer, urged 
the delegates in a rousing 
appearance. 

And the same audience 
roared with approval on 
hearing Kate Higgins, 31. 
declare: “Independence is 
a sleeping lion." 

Over their four-day 
conference, the delegates 
nourished their dream 
which is the nightmare of 
“those in Westminster: 
the politicians who rule 
from London, at 
Westminster. 900 kilome- 


tres away . 

Independence? “When 
people ask me when. I 
say as soon as possible.” 
Alex Salmond said. 

The British press, 
doubtful to begin with, is 
now avidly following the 
progress of a man who 
has been compared to the 
reformist leader of New 
Labour, the premier Tony 
Blair, who looks like he 
may be caught out at his 
own game. 

“This is a great day for 
Scotland, aiid a great day 
for the United Kingdom," 
Blair declared after 73 
per cent of Scots backed 


autonomy in a referen- 
dum in September 1997; 
since followed by refer- 
enda favouring devolu- 
tion in Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

‘This is a first step on 
the road to indepen- 
dence,” countered Alex 
Salmond. 

Since. inspired by 
Blairism, Salmond has 
modernised the SNP: 
moderated the socialist 
and republican voices in a 
party traditionally to the 
left of Britain’s ruling 
Labour party. And like 
Blair, he is accused of 
autocratic tendencies. 

The attacks are likely to 
redouble when the SNP at 
last publishes a more 
detailed programme of 
government. 

Among the unanswered 
questions is the key issue 
of how to fund social 
reforms, and tax policy. 
The party does want to 
increase taxes on the rich 
bur also to lower business 


taxes. 

It must also declare a 
view on the future of the 
monarchy and defme the 
status envisaged for this 
nation of five million 
inhabitants rich in oil and 
gas revenues from the 
North Sea: a Catalonia- 
type autonomy, a Czech- 
style Velvet divorce? 

In all cases, the SNP 
wants to keep close ties 
with the European Union, 
whose stand was overrun 
by delegates at Inverness. 


New EU representative 
takes up post in Nigeria 


BUJA (AFP) — A 
l rope an Union head of 
ission has returned to 
igeria three years after 
e 15-nation body with- 
ew its representative 
flowing the execution 
rights campaigner Ken 
iro-Wiwa, the EU said 
a statement. 

"innish diplomat Veli 
likainen has taken up 
s post, vacated in 
yvember 1995 by then 
ad of delegation Lutz 


Salzman. 

The European Union 
imposed sanctions on 
Nigeria in 1993 and 
toughened them in 1995 
after the execution of 
Saro-Wiwa and eight 
other minority rights 
activists, convicted by a 
special court of murder- 
ing prominent pro-gov- 
ernment politicians from 
their own ethnic Ogoni 
community. 

The hangings caused an 


international outcry and 
also led to Nigeria's sus- 
pension from the 
Commonwealth. 

Relations between 
Abuja and Brussels have 
improved since the new 
regime of General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar 
came to power in June, 
released many political 
prisoners and promised a 
return to civilian rule 
next year. 



A worker from Art Construction locks down the windows of a hotel on Miami Beach, 
Florida, in preparation for the arrival of Hurricane Georges (AFP photo) 


Hurricane Georges 


bears down on Florida 


KEY WEST. Florida (AP) 
— Gusty wind and rain 
lashed the Florida Keys 
early Friday, grim signs that 
Hurricane Georges was 
coming ashore after killing 
at least 250 people as it 
ripped through the 
Caribbean. 

Five million people in 
eight Florida counties were 
under a hurricane warning, 
meaning winds of at least 
120 kph were possible with- 
in hours. A million living 
along 480 kilometres of 
coastline around the south- 
ern end of the peninsula 
were ordered out of low- 
lying areas and mobile 
homes. 

But many, including thou- 
sands in the vulnerable 
Keys, stayed behind. 

“We older them to leave 
and if they decide to stay 
they’re on their own.” said 
Becky Herrin, Keys emer- 
gency management spokes- 
woman. 

“There's nothing we can 
do for them if they stay.” 
Georges was centred about 
88.5 kilometres southeast of 
Key West at 7 a.m.. (1100 
GMT) with sustained winds 
of 160 kph and gusts as high 
as 185 kph. The storm was 


forecast to be over the slen- 
der, 180-kilometre chain of 
islands off the tip of Florida 
by midmorning. 

The first signs of the hur- 
ricane arrived in Marathon 
in the middle Keys shortly 
before sunset Thursday, 
spawning the first of several 
waterspouts. As winds and 
rain became more steady, as 
many as 4,000 people lost 
power in Broward and Dade 
counties. 

Schools, courts, state and 
federal offices and busi- 
nesses were shut down in 
many communities, and 
scores of buildings were 
shuttered with the fftniliar 
plywood of hurricane sea- 
son. 

Jean Burnett was among 
about 60 people taking shel- 
ter at the Glynn Archer 
Elementary School in Key 
West The S0.000 people in 
the Keys were ordered out 
Wednesday, but Burnett and 
many others were deter- 
mined to ride out the storm. 
She wasn't worried about 
her house. 

“No honey. I'm worried 
about my life.” she said. 

Forecasters feared for 
those who refused to flee. 
At least 15,000 people in 


Key West planned to ride 
out the storm, about half of 
the tourist town’s usual pop- 
ulation. 

“We're extremely con- 
cerned that the land areas 
will be inundated with 
water and we'll lose a lot of 
folks down there." said 
Jerry Jarrell, director of the 
National Hurricane Centre 
in Miami. 

Georges is the first major 
hurricane felt in southern 
Florida since Andrew, 
which caused $25 billion 
damage in Florida in 1992 
and killed 26 people in the 
United States. 

After hammering south- 
ern Florida, the storm was 
expected to move into the 
Gulf of Mexico, strengthen- 
ing as it moves over the 
water, and threaten coastal 
areas in the northern Gulf 
by early next week. In 
Louisiana and Alabama, 
officials started advance 
planning and warned resi- 
dents to be wary. 

The hurricane hit some 
Caribbean islands with 6- 
metre waves, and the fore- 
cast for the Keys called for 
a 1- to 1.5- metre surge. 
Some of the Keys are just 2 
metres above the sea. 


CNN chief urges television leaders 
to come clean about mistakes 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
News organisations will 
fail if they’re not truth- 
ful with viewers — and 
that means coming clean 
when a mistake is made, 
CNN’s chief executive 
says. 

Apologies should be 
done as loudly and 
emphatically as news 
organisations promote 
their best work, CNN 
Chairman Tom Johnson 
said Thursday, two 
months after the net- 
work’s wrenching 
retraction of a story 
alleging U-S- use of nerve 
gas in the Vietnam war. 

“I urge you to give the 
correction and the apolo- 
gy and the retraction the 
same emphasis that you 


gave to the original 
report,” Johnson told 
several hundred journal- 
ists at the Radio and 
Television News 

Directors Association 
convention. “Do not 
bury the correction, as 
many newspapers do, on 
page 3. 

“The public expects it 
and I think it is the right 
thing to do, as painful as 
it is,” Johnson said. 
“They will trust you 
more if you don’t try to 
hide it” 

CNN apologised on 
July 2 for its investiga- 
tive report after an inter- 
nal probe concluded 
there was not enough 
support for the charge 
that Americans used 


deadly sarin gas against 
war defectors in Laos. 
Two producers fired for 
their role in the story 
have strongly defended 
their work, and CNN 
faces a long legal battle 
with former soldiers who 
felt they were defamed. 

CNN no longer allows 
correspondents to nar- 
rate reports if they 
haven't participated in 
the reporting, 

spokesman Steve 

Haworth said. 

Correspondent Peter 
Arnett was disciplined 
but saved his job in the 
fallout, in part because 
he convinced executives 
he was simply reading 
other people’s work. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Spanish airliner crashes 
in Morocco, killing 38 aboard 


MADRID, Spain (AP) - A Spamsh auiwer arasted Fnday, 
toaMorocS hillside, killing all 38 people abomdltewe 
Xke K have recovered 18 bodies so 6f, the state newd 
agency Efe said, quoting sources in the regional government-) 
in Mellila, a tiny Spanish enclave on Morocco^-. 
Mediterranean coast The with 34 passen^ and. fair; 
crew, was headed to Mellila from the southern Spanish port- 
of Malaga when it went down in Moroccan temrory abootpO; 
Idlometres from Melilia as it approached for landing.; 

uinwt was noor. Most ot the passengers. 




kilometres rrom ivieuua •» - — &v, 

Visibility at Melilia airport was poor. Most ot the passen^ : 
were Spanish military personnel stationed in the ralave,.} 
accordineto national radio. “It appears the plane crashed 
a hilltop^and broke into pieces.’ said Melilia regional gQVr 
emment chief. Enrique Palacios. The 86-seat plane, a 
built BAE 146, belonged to a Spanish charter amine caUe# 
Pauknair. The wreckage was spotted by a Spanis h air fo ree^ 
plane as part of a rescue mission that included helicopters awt 
ships. The plane left Malaga at 8:15 am. (0615 GMT) and; 
crashed in an area of tugged terrain called Cap des Tn% 
Fourches. . . . ” 


fas?' 


Russian fighter jet crashes, 
killing pilot 


MOSCOW ( AP) — A Russian MiG-29 fighter jet crashed- 
Friday while on a training flight and the pilot was kffled. The 
crash occurred shortly after the jet had taken off from a milt- - 
tary air base near the city of Chita in central Siberia, about' 
4700 kilometres east of Moscow, the Interfax news agency 
repotted, citing military officials. There were no casualties or 
■Hiitnagp on the ground it said According to the report, the 
apparent reason for the crash was the failure of the plane’s 
engines. The twin-engine MiG-29, which is capable of flying 
at twice the speed of sound is a mainstay of the Russian Air 
Force. It generally has been considered a reliable aircraft and 
few MiG-29 crashes have been reported Many recent acci- 
dents involving Russian military aircraft have been linked to 
a severe government funding shortage that makes it hard ■fix' 
the air force to maintain its fleet and deprives pilots of regu- | 
lar practice. 


20 killed, 28 injured 
as schoolbus collides with train 


NEW DELHI i AFP) — At least 20 people, mainly school- 
children, were killed and 28 injured Friday when a bus 
rammed a train engine at an unmanned level crossing in 
southern India, officials said. The head of the railways safety 
division here said the collision occurred at about 8:40 aan. 
(03 10 GMT) as the children were being driven to school near 
Hyderabad the state capital of Andhra Pradesh. “We are car- 
rying on investigations. It is not clear who was at fault — the 
engine driver or the bus driver," he said Railway officials 
said 18 people died on the spot and two later in hospital. The 
train engine was shunting between two stations at the time of 
accident A government spokesman, meanwhile; said Prime 
Minister Aral Behari Vajpayee, who is currently attending the 
UN. Genera] Assembly session in New York, had expressed 
his grief over the tragedy and extended his sympathies to 
those injured A school bus disaster that drowned 28 children 
in a New Delhi river early this year sparked off nationwide 
concerns for toad safety needs. 


Mystery Mitterrand lover 
writes kiss-and-tell novel 


PARIS (AFP) — A mystery novelist writing under a pseudo- 
nym has written a book on her affair with the late French 
President Francois Mitterrand publishers Plon said Friday. 
The “emotional and nostalgic” tale is written under the pseu- 
donym Jeanne Dautun and recounts in die first person die 
love-affair between herself and a major political figure in die 
winter of 1966 through the summer of 1967, Plon said The 
book, said to be the work of a major French literary figure, 
does not name the late president, but he is easily identifiable 
from the stray. “Un ami d' autrefois” (A lover from another 
age) will be published on Oct. 1. Mitterrand who died from 
prostate cancer in J996, met the fashionable woman writer 
after he forced President Charles de Gaulle to a run-off in 
pre si den rials in 1965. Rumours Friday said the president's 
lover might have been journalist Francoise Giroud, who, 
questional, sard: “This is a laugh.” Other possible candidates 
were broadcaster Michele Cotta and novelist Francoise 
Sagan. Mitterrand who was notorious for his extra-marital 
affairs, recognised his illegitimate daughter Mazarine in the 
final year of his presidency in 1 995. 


Major find of old coins, 
jewellery made 


VIENNA Austria ( AP) — An Austrian fanner plou ghing his 
field unearthed a valuable trove of old silver coins and 
medieval jewellery, a museum announced Friday. The Upper 
Austrian Provincial Museum described the treasure as “the 


largest ensemble of late medieval jewellery ever found in 
Europe, the Austria Press Agency repotted. Experts date the 
jewellery and the 6.000 coins, some minted as far away as 
England and Jerusalem, from the late 13th century. The items 
were recently found in the field near Freistadt, about 140 
kilometres northwest of Vienna. The museum paid a reward 
of about one million schillings ($80,000) reward to the 
fanner and another person, the agency reported. 


Russian money woes delay 
next cargo shipment to Mir 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s money problems have 
forced a two- week delay in sending up the next cargo ship 
to the Mir space station, a news report said Friday. The 
supply ship, which will cany food, water, fuel and New 
Year s presents for the crew, was to go up on Oct 15, but 

^ W .? c ^ d ^ d !° Iift off aroun d the end of October, said 
Mikhati Sinelshchikov of the Russian Space Agency's 

manned mission programme. The Progress cargo ship has 
been completed and is already at the launch site/.the 
Baikonur space centre in neighbouring Kazakhstan, 
Sinelshchikov told the ITAR-TASS news agency- 
However, the space agency has not been able to purchase 
the Soyuz booster rocket needed to send the cargo ship 
into orbiu he said. The Mir’s current crew. Russian cos- 
monaura Gennady Padalka and Sergei Avdeyev, have been 
on board tor six weeks. Money problems have also left the 
aunch dale uncertain for next year's flight that will take 

Mk Russian space officials said last 
week they did not know when they would be able to send 

cosmonauts from Russia, 

?Sip^ d fn S r The J aunch has been tentatively 

scheduled for Febnrary. The 12-year-old year Mir is 

orl ? 1 until 3150111 June, when it will 
beaconed and allowed to burn up in the earth’s atmos- 
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UJV. High Commissioner for Refugees Sadako Ogata (right) gestures as she talks to Milica Markovic (left), refugee 
from Sarajevo in Belgrade. Jugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic told U.N. refugee chief Ogata Thursday that the 
Kosovo crisis was not as serious as the outside world believed, Ogata’s spokesman said (Reuters photo) 

International pressure fails to sway Milosevic 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Determined not to 
be swayed by growing inter- 
national pressure, Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
rold Serbs Friday to make no 
“concessions’ over strife-tom 
Kosovo. 

His refusal to budge defied a 
U.N. Security Council 
demand for an immediate 
ceasefire, NATO's increasing 
readiness for air strikes and a 
high-profile visit by the U.N. 
refugee chief Sadako Ogata, 
focusing world attention on 
Kosovo’s refugees. 

“Whatever the motives and 
the methods of pressure, no 
one has the right to hesitate 
over defence” of the nation, 
said Milosevic, quoted in 
Friday’s edition of the pro- 
government newspaper 
Veceraje Novosti. 

“We will not abandon or 
give up this territory, or make 
concessions." he told mem- 
bers of his ruling Socialist 
Party Thursday, 

As he met Ogata Thursday 
in Belgrade at the start of her 
five-day visit, Milosevic stat- 
ed that "pressure on 


Yugoslavia, which includes 
false assessments of the situa- 
tion in Kosovo, will only 
encourage separatist and ter- 
rorist forces in the province.” 

The U.N. Security' Council 
resolution, which demands an 
immediate ceasefire, resinned 
talks on autonomy, an end to 
civilian attacks arid the return 
of refugees, was dismissed as 
having “no juridical or politi- 
cal basis” Thursday by 
Belgrade. 

Hoi on the heels of the reso- 
lution came NATO's call for 
an allied air group to be used 
in possible strikes in Kosovo 
to halt Serbian attacks on 
civilians, the strongest sign yet 
of an intention to intervene. 
Both moves were applauded 
by the Kosovo Albanian polit- 
ical leader Ibrahim Rugova, 
who reiterated Friday thar 
independence would be the 
best solution for Kosovo, 
where nine in ten inhabitants 
are ethnic Albanian. 

Milosevic's ruling Socialist 
Party had meanwhile prepared 
their own “platform ro 
resolve” the crisis due to be 
put to the Serbian parliament 


Monday, reported Vecemje 
Novosti. 

Serbian sources said securi- 
ty forces had ended late 
Thursday an offensive against 
rebel Kosovo Liberation 
Army strongholds in nonhem 
and central Kosovo. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of this and it was 
unclear whether it was con- 
nected to international moves. 

Serbian police reported that 
they had arrested 194 
Albanians on suspicion of ter- 
rorism as part of the offensive. 

In the fighting around two 
central towns. 15 ethnic 
Albanians were killed and 20 
wounded, according to an 
official Albanian toll. Serb 
sources said three police and a 
Yugoslav army soldier were 
also killed. 

Thousands of civilians were 
also sent streaming from the 
region, reported the Kosovo 
Albanian Co mmittee for 
Human Rights. 

They add to the 200,000 
people already homeless in 
the province. Tens of thou- 
sands more fled to neighbour- 
ing states since the crackdown 


began in February. 

Belgrade contends that the 
refugee situation is improving, 
contrary to fears of a humani- 
tarian catastrophe as winter 
nears expressed by interna- 
tional organisations. 

A spokeswoman for the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees said Ogata was “dis- 
appointed that her talks with 
President Milosevic revealed 
a wide discrepancy in their 
respective views on the extent 
of the humanitarian crisis in 
Kosovo.” 

The tension in the province 
took on another dimension 
after a second close associate 
of Rugova's was targeted in a 
gun attack and was lying in 
Pristina hospital with three 
gunshot wounds. 

Kosovo's so-called 

“defence minister” Ahmet 
Krasniqi was shot dead in 
Tirana Monday. 

Rugova condemned the 
attacks as being aimed at 
“destabilising Kosovo" and 
“removing those who fight for 
independence from the politi- 
cal scene." 


IAEA urges nuclear cooperation from N. Korea 


VIENNA (AFP) — The 
Internationa) Atomic Energy 
Association (IAEA) nuclear 
watchdog body expressed 
regret Friday at North Korea's 
continuing non-cooperation 
over its nuclear prcigramme, 
and called on it to "frilly 
respect" its commitments. 

It “expresses deep concern 
over the continuing non-com- 
pliance of the DPRK 
(Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea) with the 
IAEA-DPRK safeguards 
agreement and calls upon the 
DPRK to oomply fully with 
that safeguards agreement," 
said a resolution agreed by 49 
votes to one. 

Pyongyang is a signatory of 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). but has refused 
to fulfil its obligations under 


the safeguards agreement of 
the treaty. 

The IAEA resolution “urges 
the DPRK to cooperate fully 
with the agency 1 in the imple- 
mentation of the safeguards 
agreement and to take all steps 
the agency may deem neces- 
sary to preserve all information 
relevant to verifying the accu- 
racy and completeness of the 
DPRK’s initial report on the 
inventory of nuclear material 
subject.” 

Eight delegates at the IAEA 
meeting, including China, 
abstained in a vote on the reso- 
lution. 

IAEA Director-General 
Mohammad El Baradei con- 
firmed there had been little 
progress on the issue of North 
Korea when he opened the 
annual IAEA meeting 


Monday. "1 regret to have to 
report that the measure of co- 
operation which we receive 
from the DPRK has not 
increased,” he said. 

“Three rounds of technical 
discussions have taken place 
since the previous general con- 
ference with no progress noted 
on any of the outstanding 
issues associated with eventu- 
ally assessing the extend of the 
DPRK's compliance with the 
safeguards agreement,” he 
said. 

Thursday the United States, 
Japan and South Korea 
promised lo continue their sup- 
port for a North Korean 
nuclear reactor project despite 
its recent launch of a rocket 
which overflew Japan, offi- 
cials said. 

Secretary of State Madeleine 


Albrighu Japanese Foreign 
Minister Masahiko Komura 
and South Korean Foreign 
Minister Hong Soon- Young 
held three-way security talks 
on the ride lines of the U.N. 
General Assembly in New 
York. 

It was the first time the three 
countries have jointly con- 
demned North Korea for the 
Aug, 31 launch. Part of the 
rocket travelled 6,000 kilome- 
tres and landed in the Pacific 
near Alaska. 

Beijing, which has main- 
tained friendly ties with the 
secretive Pyongyang regime, 
opposed United Nations cen- 
sure of North Korea’s missile 
launch, saying the missile was 
not a matter for the Security 
Council to discuss. 


Displaced people starving 
in northeast Sierra Leone 


FREETOWN (AFP) — Some 
30,000 people displaced by 
conflict in Sierra Leone face 
starvation in the northeast of 
the country, health ministry 
officials told AFP Friday after 
a fact-finding visit to the area. 

The medical team had car- 
ried out the trip to explain an 
unusually high death rate 
reported from the displaced 
people camp at Maringbi, 
where 10 to 12 inmates died 
each day between March and 
May. 

Children under five are the 
woret hit age group among 
people sheltering at MasingbL 
200 kilometres east of 
Freetown, die officials said. 

Forces of a junta existed from 
the capital in February, as well 
as rebels allied with them, are 
hiding out in the north, where 
tiiey have been accused of 
Cttnmittmg atrocities against 
civilians, and where west 


African ECOMOG troops and 
Sierra Leonean soldiers have 
been hunting them down. 

Since June, when the 
humanitarian organisation 
CARE began to assist the 
Maringbi refugees, the death 
rate has decreased, but the fig- 
ures remain alarming: more 
than 200 deaths in July, 140 in 
August, and 70 since the start 
of September. 

“Starvation is the main cause 
of deaths due to irregular food 
supplies,” a team spokesman 
said. 

CARE distributes semolina, 
vegetable oil and beans, but the 
last delivery was on July 24. 

The team quoted a CARE 
worker as saying: 
“Unfortunately, we cannot take 
care of everything. So we 
eagerly look forward to other 
NGOs (Non-Governmental 
Organisations) coming in to 
help us wage a fierce war 


against death at the camp.” 

Malaria, worms, skin infec- 
tions and diarrhoea are also 
common, they said. 

“We get drugs from 
UNICEF but most times they 
are insufficient We definitely 
need more drugs," camp health 
chief Alhassan Turay said. 

A community health officer, 
Mohammad Larain, said that 
people receive drugs at the 
camp clinic but then barter 
them for food. 

The refugees need clothes 
and plastic sheeting for shelter, 
(he team said. 

“Although tiie death rate is 
no longer alarming, the truth 
remains that people still con- 
tinue to die,” camp director 
Sahr Komba said- 

One of the inmates at the 
camp said: ‘“We are still hun- 
gry. We don’t have food right 
now because all we got from 
CARE last month has been 


exhausted. We don’t have 
money either to buy even 
things like cassava to eat” 

Young men at the camp said 
they also needed improved 
security amid an upsurge of 
rebel attacks in the north. 

Concern Worldwide has 
built 75 huts, to be occupied 
soon, with a floor space of 
about 12 square metres and 
designed to accommodate five 
people. 

Relations between the dis- 
placed people and Masingbi 
residents are strained because 
they share similar problems 
and limited resources. 

They residents call them 
thieves when they go to cut 
firewood and dig out wild 
yams, one relief worker said. 

State radio announced 
Wednesday that the health 
ministry was sending a large 
cargo of medicines to 
Masingbi. 


Opposition leaders quit Cambodia 
as police probe assassination bid 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's two main oppo- 
sition leaders left the coun- 
try Friday as police stepped 
up their investigation into 
an alleged attempt to assas- 
sinate ruling strongman 
Hun Sen. 

Spokesmen for the parties 
of Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and Sam Rainsy 
admitted the pair were wor- 
ried over accusations from 
police linking Thursday’s 
dramatic attack to their 
ranks, although they assert- 
ed their flight to Bangkok 
was pre-arranged. 

“Sure, we are definitely 
worried. It seems like they 
are claiming this thing was 
an assassination attempt on 
Hun Sen: a free-standing 
accusation that could be 
used against anyone,” a 
Sam Rainsy spokesman told 
AFP. 

The rocket attack on Hun 
Sen’s motorcade came just 
minutes before the opening 
ceremony and swearing-in 
of the National Assembly in 
the northern town and royal 
residence of Siem Reap. 

Prince Ranariddh and 
Sam Rainsy, who lost the 
July 26 elections alleging 
Hun Sen won by fraud and 
intimidation. flew to 
Bangkok early Friday from 
Siem Reap. Witnesses said 


their flight was briefly 
delayed as officials checked 
whether the opposition 
leaders were permitted to 
leave. 

“We are concerned about 
this incident.” said Kong 
Vibol, spokesman for the 
prince's FUNCDMPEC 
party, referring to the 
alleged assassination bid. 

“But the prince will be 
back in time to attend the 
National Assembly, before 
Tuesday, maybe,” he added, 
describing the trip as a pre- 
planned and routine short 
break. 

Despite the uncertain 
pressure on opposition lead- 
ers, officials from Hun 
Sen's Cambodian People's 
Party iCPP) said coalition 
talks with FUNCINPEC — 
but not the Sam Rainsy 
party — would begin next 
week. 

“FUNCINPEC and the 
CPP have agreed that next 
week there will be a two 
party meeting,” senior gov- 
ernment spokesman Khieu 
Kanharith told AFP. 

CPP sources said the 
meeting was aimed at gain- 
ing the FUNCINPEC sup- 
port Hun Sen needs to form 
a government. They said the 
talks are scheduled for 
Tuesday next week, and 
include seven senior repre- 


sentatives from the two par- 
ties. 

Meanwhile investigations 
into the rocket attack had 
been stepped up. In 
Thursday's incident, which 
overshadowed the colourful 
swearing-in ceremony, a 
rocket-propelled grenade 
narrowly missed a convoy 
of CPP parliamentarians 
containing Hun Sen. 

Apparently set off by 
remote control, the rocket 
shot across the road and hit 
a house, killing one young 
boy and injuring three oth- 
ers. Foreign bomb disposal 
workers said three other 
rockets failed to fire due to 
early morning monsoon 
rain. 

Soon after the attack, 
national police chief Hok 
Lundy accused opposition 
leaders of masterminding 
the attack. 

“They have used all 
means to kill Hun Sen, and 
we believe that Sara Rainsy 
was the leader. Yes, it is 100 
per cent (sure) that the 
opposition parties were 
behind it and they cooperat- 
ed together to kill him,” he 
told reporters. 

Police sources here told 
AFP they were currently 
pursuing two suspects, 
including one they say is a 
former Khmer Rouge fight- 


er now linked to the Sam 
Rainsy pany in Siem Reap- 

Diplomats and observers 
say it remains unclear who 
was responsible for the 
rocket attack, and that there 
are any number of possible 
suspects from beleaguered 
Khmer Rouge hardliners to 
organised crime groups. 

Several opposition 

sources even hinted that 
Hun Sen may have engi- 
neered it himself as an 
excuse for a heavy-handed 
crackdown on the opposi- 
tion. 

Prince Ranariddh and 
Sam Rainsy agreed at land- 
mark talks Tuesday to 
attend the opening of parlia- 
ment, under intense pres- 
sure from the prince's father 
King Norodom Sihanouk 
and the ruling CPP. 

But they have not agreed 
to form a coalition with Hun 
Sen, who lacks the two- 
thirds majority in parlia- 
ment needed to govern 
alone. 

Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh were co-pre- 
miers in the last government 
which emerged from United 
Nations- sponsored polls in 
1993. but their uneasy 
power-sharing broke down 
when Hun Sen ousted the 
prince in fighting in July 
last year. 


China releases two activists Slovak 


detained during Jospin visit 


BEIJING (AFP) — Police in 
the centra] Chinese city of 
Wuhan have released another 
of three activists detained at the 
start of French Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin's trip, dissident 
sources said Friday. 

‘7 was released at about 3:00 
pan. (0700 GMT),” Qin 
Yongming told AFP. "(But) 
police confiscated my fax 
machine, many articles and 
several copies of China Rights 
Observer.” 

Earlier veteran Beijing-based 
dissident Xu Wenli told AFP 
by telephone that Wuhan 
police had released Chen 
Zhonghe late Thursday 
evening 

Veteran activist Qin 
Yongmin, one of the main pro- 
ponents of the China 
Democracy Party (CDP), and 
his close associate Chen 
Zhonghe were taken away by 
Wuhan police Thursday morn- 
ing 

Xu said police had told Qin, 
who publishes a fax newsletter 
entitled China Rights 
Observer, to stop publishing it 


because they said it was an ille- 
gal publication, but be had 
refused 

Qin and Chen were picked 
up after a string of recent 
detentions, mainly involving 
activists connected with a 
three-month attempt to register 
the CDP with authorities. 

No reason was given for their 
detention, although Jospin was 
originally scheduled to visit 
Wuhan Friday before his plans 
were changed because of time 
constraints. 

Since the Communist Party 
came to power in China in 
1949, no opposition parties 
have been allowed to register 
and Shanghai authorities sig- 
nalled a crackdown Sunday by 
warning (hat the CDP was ille- 
gal and would never be permit- 
ted 

Activists from almost all of 
the seven provinces where 
CDP applications were filed 
have been detained and a num- 
ber of other government critics 
have also been picked up. A 
third CDP activist, Liu 
Lianjun, was picked up 


Thursday in the eastern 
province of Shandong, said the 
Hong Kong-based Information 
Centre of Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China. 

Liu was previously detained 
for a number of hours on Sept 
19. 

The previous visit by a 
French premier, of Edouard 
Bahadur in 1994, was waned 
by a series of atrests of dissi- 
dents, including China’s so- 
called “father of democracy” 
Wei Jingsheng, who is now in 
exile in the United States. 

But while France has sig- 
nalled it wane a “non-dogmat- 
ic” approach to human rights 
issues in China, Jospin said he 
had expressed concern to his 
Chinese counterpart Zhu 
Rongji over the detentions in 
their meeting Thursday. 

He also raised human rights 
issues Friday in a meeting with 
President Jiang, saying he was 
“struck by the directness and 
informality of our discussion’'. 


Record rains kill 6 in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Record 
rains deluged parts of south- 
ern Japan Friday, unleashing 
flash floods and landslides 
that killed six people, police 
said. 

Roods in the past 24 hours 
had drowned three elderly 
people in different .homes, 
including a bedridden 87- 
year-old woman, in south- 
western Koichi prefecture, 
police officials said. 

A 16-year-old schoolboy 
and a 49-year-old woman 


were found dead Friday after 
falling into a manhole while 
they were wading through 
flood waters. 

A 69-year-old woman had 
been found dead after her 
home was engulfed by a 
landslide, the officials said. 
Three others were injured. 

In the prefecture! capital of 
Koichi, 112 millimetres of 
rein was record in one hour 
late Thursday, the heaviest 
downpour on record, the 
meteorological agency said. 


The downpour in the city 
reached 874 millimetres 
through Friday evening, 
roughly one third of the 
region's annual rainfall, the 
agency said. 

By Friday morning more 
than 300 houses were flood- 
ed. 

Local government authori- 
ties have set up emergency 
headquarters to cope with 
the downpour. They called 
for assistance from the mili- 


voters go 
to polls 


BRATISLAVA (AFP) — 
Slovakia's 3.5 million elec- 
tors began voting Friday in 
two-day parliamentary bal- 
lots in which controversial 
Prime Minister Vladimir 
Meciar, accused of “demo- 
cratic deficit,” is hoping to 
cling to power. 

Opposition parties are 
vying to defy opinion poll 
predictions that Meciar's 
Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia 
(FEDS) will emerge as the 
largest party, albeit narrow- 
ly- 

Seventeen parties have 
put up candidates in the 
elections for the 150-seat 
Slovak parliament But 
only six are expected to 
make it past the five per- 
cent threshold needed to 
win seats in parliament 

Voting began Friday and 
ends at 2:00 p.m. (1200 
GMT) Saturday. 

The latest opinion polls 
give the HZDS 28.2 per 
cent of the vote, some 5.0 
per cent ahead of its main 
rival the Slovak 
Democratic Coalition 
(SDK) led by Mikulas 
Dzurinda. But Meciar may 
struggle to form a workable 
coalition. 

Meciar has led his small 
country for virtually all of 
the six years since it split 
from the Czech Republic in 
1993. 

He has also held presi- 
dential powers since March 
this year after head of state 
Michal Kovac ended his 
mandare with no elected 


successor. 


Another bumper London 
Fashion Week begins 


LONDON (AP) — 
Another bumper London 
Fashion Week got under 
way Friday, bolstered by 
news that the government 
is to sponsor a conference 
of British designers. 

More than 50 designers, 
including Alexander 
McQueen, crowned 
Designer of the Year at the 
1997 British Fashion 
Awards, and eccentric 
doyenne of British fashion, 
Vivienne Westwood, will 
hold catwalk shows at 
venues around London 
during the five-day event. 

Some 140 others are 
showing shoes, bags, 
scarves and other acces- 
sories at the Natural 


History Museum, head- 
quarters of Fashion Week, 
compared to just 15 in 
1993. 

The first on the catwalk 
this time was Bangladeshi- 
born designer Bibi Russell, 
who showed hand-woven 
fabrics made by 
Bangladeshi villagers. 

Others with shows 
include enfant terrible 
Hussein Chalayan, who 
stunned the fashion world 
in 1993 with a display of 
garments made from 
decomposing fabrics. 

Upcoming British 
designer Andrew Groves, 
whose fabrics have includ- 
ed suigical latex and who 
once introduced a swarm 


of wasps to a show, is 
among the newcomers this 
time. 

Launching the event 
Friday, Trade and Industry 
Secretary Peter Mandelson 
said British fashion was 
already “blooming, blos- 
soming,” — but to spur it 
to even greater success, the 
government will stage the 
first British Fashion 
Designer Conference on 
Nov. 25 in London. 

Sponsored by the Labour 
Party government and the 
British Fashion Council, 
the conference will look at 
designers’ access to 
finance, their relationship 
with manufacturers and 
how they can apply their 


skills in new product areas, 
he said. 

"London Fashion Week 
is a tremendous advertise- 
ment for the creativity of 
our fashion designers and 
the excellence of fashion 
design education in the 
United Kingdom.” said 
Mandelson. 

“The size of this season’s 
event is a mark of the 
show's international influ- 
ence and the respect in 
which it is held across the 
world.” The British 
Fashion Council says the 
industry is now worth more 
than £16 billion ($27 bil- 
lion) a year and employs 
some 350,000 people. 
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Fresh start 


AFTER GETTING a pledge from the prime minis - 
ter to fight corruption, poverty, unemployment, 
nepotism, red-tape, water contamination and 
improve ties with the Arab World, the Lower House 
of Parliament granted the government of Fayez 
Tarawneh an overwhelming vote of confidence. Sixty 
four deputies voted in favour of the Tarawneh cabi- 
net, a record only matched by tbe government of for- 
mer Prime Minister Mudar Badran in 1989. 

One outstanding feature of the parliamentary 
debate was the collective vote of confidence by a 
group of 53 deputies who qualified their approval by 
insisting on a parliamentary review of the perfor- 
mance of the government after six months. The 
demands of this group were extensive and ranged 
from a call for a halt U> normalisation with Israel to 
fighting poverty, unemployment and corruption. 

The prime minister who assumes power with a 
clean slate, was modest, candid and honest when he 
refrained from professing that he has a magic wand 
to solve all the problems facing the country. 
Tarawneh's humble approach to tbe pressing nation- 
al agenda seems to have convinced deputies to give 
him their support in the hope that his government 
will pat the country on tbe right path again. 

But could the government that won approval with 
flying colours succeed in resolving the challenges of 
the future as portrayed by the deputies? In his reply 
to the lawmakers, Tarawneh pledged to take all their 
views into consideration, a tall order that may prove 
not too easy to attain. On the controversial subject of 
normalisation with Israel, the prime minister 
shrewdly suggested that the good relations with 
Israel could be invested for the benefit of the 
Palestinians and other Arab parties. 

On the Arab front, he committed himself to 
improving and strengthening Jordan's relations 
with the Arab states especially the Palestinians. 
Tarawneh rejected all allegations that Amman is in 
league with Israel and Turkey in a military alliance. 

The prime minister also pledged to address cor- 
ruption, poverty and unemployment. On these fronts 
the government must step in and step in forcefully. 
Above all the new government must show to 
Parliament and to the public in a few months how 
and where it has succeeded in these commitments. 
The group of 53 and their constituencies will be 
watching every step of the way how the government 
is responding to these urgent and pressing socio-eco- 
nomic crises. 

That is why the days ahead can still be fraught 
with dangers and challenges even though 
Tarawneh’s government has won a high degree of 
parliamentary support. The premier needs all the 
support and understanding that he can muster from 
all of us. As long as national dialogue, transparency 
and candour continue to serve as the basis for con- 
ducting state affairs, we have ail the confidence that 
the new government would indeed succeed where all 
previous governments may have failed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek Friday called on the government 
to go ahead with plans to open negotiations with the 
Iraqi government to secure water supplies from the 
Euphrates River. The writer, who was referring to gov- 
ernment plans of sending the minister of water and irri- 
gation to Baghdad to open negotiations in this respect, 
said the project would further strengthen inter-Arab ties 
and help sustain stability in the Middle East region. 
Dismissing as nonsense objections on the part of some 
circles that such a project would place Jordon's destiny 
under the mercy of another country, in that it would 
hold the power to cut off the waier supply at any 
moment, the writer said Iraq could never take any 
action considered detrimental to the interests of anoth- 
er sister Arab state with which it has strong strategic 
interests. He said it is illogical to deprive Jordan of 
available water supplies which contribute to the 
Kingdom's efforts to solve its chronic water problems. 


A1 Ra’i’s Raja A1 Issa tackled the question of the con- 
tinuous drain of the country's financial resources 
through the- participation of official delegations in con- 
ferences and other meetings abroad . Referring to 
remarks by the minister of foreign affairs about the 
prospect of benefiting from Jordan's envoys abroad to 
attract foreign investment to Jordan’s development pro- 
jects. the writer said such an idea is most welcome 
under the present circumstances when there is dire need 
for cutting expenses. Furthermore, Jordan's embassies 
abroad should be empowered to represent the Kingdom 
at conferences and so save the country a fortune of hard 
currency otherwise spent on travel, accommodation and 
per diem expenses, added the writer. He said this is not 
a novelty, noting that rich and poor countries alike 
adopt such a policy to save the state treasury unneces- 
sary expenses. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Dr. Musa Keilani 


Tough times ahead 


THE DECISION by a majority of 64 members of the Lower 
House of Parliament to give a vote of confidence in the govern- 
ment of Dt Fayez Tarawneh was expected. Jordanians would 
have been surprised if the vote had gone otherwise, since our 
experience of parliamentary life has never shown us any different. 

However, the marked difference this time around is tbe joint 
statement issued by 53 members of the House, outiiiung what 
they see as the priorities of the executive authority at this juncture 
of Jordanian history. 

Tarawneh has inherited a host of problems and crises from 
many of his predecessors. Not that it was the first time a Jordanian 
prime minister had to shoulder such a burden: nor will it be the 
last. The magnitude of accumulated problems has assumed very 
big proportions; again it is a natural phenomenon. 

It does not really matter in the short-term whether Jordan gains 
any political ground in a regional context, or draws praise from 
the international community for its positive involvement in tbe 
Middle East peace process. What matters for Jordanians today are 
issues that concern their daily lives. 

They have come to accept that under the present circumstances 
and conditions, no good can be expected from Netanyahu and the 
present Israeli leadership, and Jordan will be better off keeping 
that file closed except to lend moral and material support, wher- 
ever possible, to the Palestinian and Arab positions in the peace 
process. 

Jordanians have also come to recognise that regardless of their 
country's sincerity and vision of a stable and secure Middle East 
where oil countries five in peace and within secure borders, tbe 
country seems to be taken for granted by some of the key players. 
What many Jordanians want at this point is a temporary semi- 
freeze in Jordan’s political engagement with the peace process 
that would also free the Tarawneh government to deal with press- 
ing internal issues. 

However, unlike most of his predecessors. Tarawneh has to 
interact with a hyperactive Jordanian populace, which, by defini- 


tion, tends to be sceptical of all governments, and which is now 
in an exceptionally confrontational mood over the water crisis and 
growing economic problems. 

That is going to make things very difficult for Tarawneh and 
members of his Cabinet Every action taken by the government 
as a whole and by every member of the Cabinet as well as senior 
bureaucrats wiU be closely watched, and there will be hue and cry 
at every instance of where people see or suspect there is some- 
thing amiss. 

The people do have strong arguments to back up their cause: 
Unemployment has hit unprecedented heights, poverty is grow- 
ing and tbe cost of living has gone up in proportion to the decline 
in the standard of tiving*for many people. Add to this, the frustra- 
tion caused by these problems a certain degree of that dangerous 
sense of alienation, despair, and social injustice that many people 
harbour, and we have most of the notorious triangular ingredients 
of public discontent. 

The best asset the Tarawneh government has is its image; a 
team of people known for their honesty and professiooalism. 

While it is indeed a good starting point, it cannot, however. 
carry the government through difficult decisions that will have an 
impact on peoples lives. As such, the Tarawneh Cabinet needs to 
take advantage of that image and move swiftly to address some 
of the root problems. 

Tbe joint statement of the 53 deputies and the vote of confi- 
dence of 64, summarise the general Jordanian mood today. That 
statement accurately referred to some of the festering sores in our 
society and gave Tarawneh tbe moral support be needed to come 
ait fighting from his corner in order to correct some of the basic 
imbalances among us. 

Jordanians in general do accept and acknowledge that the soci- 
ety needs dramatic action to solve some of its problems, and are 
largely resigned to swallowing the bitter pill if it is shared by all 
layers of tbe society and does not add to the burden of daily life 
of especially the poor strata of the population. 


Thai is where the Tarawneh government faces its biggest chal- 
lenge. It will have to withstand the challenges posed by the afflu- 
ent highe r middle class and the rich in terms of their polaical 
clout within and outside both chambers of Parliament, when coo- 
fronted by developments which question some erf their vested 
interests, or monopolies, or their widely known fbnner corrupt 


practices. . 

But there is no escape from such action, and Tarawneh can be 
assured of all the support from the grass-roots level — people 
who count as much as anyone else in the country except in terms 
of wealth — if they are convinced of his intentions to address and 
root out tte corruption and nonsensical bureaucracy that have 
been plaguing their lives. 

That approach cannot come out of a vacuum and cannot be 
undertaken for the sake of undertaking it. It needs a vision of. 
Jordan's future, an understanding of die problems of tbe society, 
it needs ruthlessness to deal with social evils, including those de- 
ments which wait in the wings for opportunities to exploit the 
country’s resources and public wealth. 

Jordanians would like to think that Tarawneh and his Cabinet 
have that vision coupled with compassion for the suffering of the 
poor, and tbe will to guide them on tbe right path to success. They 
have given him the chance by s e t ting the ground with tbe confi- 
dence vote. 

They also realise that the six-month ‘'grace" that the group of 64 
deputies have given him , is not necessarily a deadline for die gov- 
ernment. 

It is a point where people will take stock of what has been 
achieved in those six months before granting a conti n ued man- 
date to Tarawneh. 

That means an ardent and tough period of hard work far tbe 
new government to fulfil at least people's minimum expectations, 
and, at a first glanc e at tbe cabinet, there are enough grounds to 
hope that it will be successful in meeting those basic require- 
ments. 


Will Tarawneh balance 



Kingdom’s foreign ties? 


We the Fools 


To the editor: 


ByAfia AToukan 


THE GOVERNMENT of Fayez 
Tarawneh will be treading a delicate line 
as it seeks to improve relations with Arab 
states, while it maintains ties with Israel 
and develops links with Thrtey. 

Although the government Mil focus on 
the domestic scene in response to mount- 
ing popular frustration with poverty, 
unemployment and corruption, officials 
and analysts believe that Jordan will have 
to rethink tbe merits of close ties with 
Israel and Turkey if foe government’s 
pledge to improve relations with the Arab 
states is to be realised 

To add to a seemingly impossible situa- 
tion. 53 of tbe SO members of foe Lower 
House of Parliament submitted a joint 
statement Wednesday demanding that foe 
Tarawneh government enhance ties with 
foe Arabs states and halt normalisation 
with IsraeL 

“Our commitment to foe peace treaty 
foils within the framework of a compre- 
hensive peace," the statement said. “But as 
tbe negotiations on all Arab-lsraeh tracks 
are deadlocked as a result of Israel’s arro- 
gance and intransigence, and as higher 
Arab interests supersede any other consid- 
erations — as the government has pointed 
out — we demand a halt to normalisation 
with Israel as we only see this process as 
serving Israeli interests, and allowing 
Israel economic hegemony over the 
Palestinian market at the expense of 
Jordan's economy." 

The 53 deputies, whose joint statement 
mainly focused on domestic issues, gave 
the Tarawneh government the vote of con- 
fidence Thursday, but said its performance 
would be up for review in six months to 
determine the extent to which it had met 
popular demands. 

The signatories include former ministers 
who were involved in various stages of 
peace-making with Israel, prominent 
politicians, and centrist figures such as Ali 
Abul Raghib. Samir Kawor. Abdul Hadi 
Majall and Munir Sobar. 

Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh told 
deputies Thursday after winning a 64- 
vote-of-confidenee. that his government 
will work to mend fences with the Arab 
World but will continue its relations with 
Israel to promote the peace process. 

“Our commitment to the peace treaty, in 
which we regained all our (land and water} 
rights, in addition to being principled. Is in 
line with our will to do our duty and cany 
out our responsibilities in securing our 
rights and interests, taking into account 
Jordan's higher interests in its relations 
with IsraeL and utilising this relationship 
to serve other Arab tracks to guarantee 
their rights." said Tarawneh. 

He also urged the international commu- 
nity to “perform its role" in ensuring that 
Israel implements agreements it signed 
with foe Palestinians, and called for a 
resumption of negotiations on both the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks “from the 
point they formerly reached” 

Expectations are high that the new pre- 
mier, a U.S. educated economist who 
demonstrated great skills as head of 
Jordan's peace negotiating team with 
Israel prior to the signing of foe treaty, can 
positively affect foe Kingdom's foreign 
policies. 

A poll carried out by foe Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the University of 
Jordan force days after Tarawneh took 
office showed that more than 70 per cent 
of Jordanians believed foe new govern- 
ment could successfully improve ties with 
the Arab World. 

Many Jordanians believe the 
Kingdom's ties with Israel have been 


forged at foe expense of relations with the 
Arab World And some segments of foe 
country's population, half of which is of 
Palestinian origin, would like to see closer 
coordination between Jordan and the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA), 
particularly as May 1999 draws nearer — 
at which time Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafot has said he will declare an indepen- 
dent state. 

“I would like to see more balance in our 
foreign policy in favour of ties with foe 
Arab Worid” a prominent politician told 
the Jordan Times. 

to a recent interview, a Cabinet rranister 
said the government will not halt narmali- 


no means entails joining the Israeli- 
Turidsh alliance that has angered Arab and 

Muslim nations alike. 

‘1 would like to emphasise that Jordan, 
with its Hashemite leadership, never was. 
and never will be, part of a non Arab 
affiance, nor of a ( system ) (hat doesn't 
include all Arab states," Tarawneh told 
parliament on Thursday. 

Analysts believe the Kingdom's ties 
with both Israel and Turkey have further 
strained relations with the Arab World, 
while officials counter that Jordan's relar 
tions with Arab stares would not have 
fared much better even if Amman had not 
sealed its peace treaty with Tel Aviv or 


sationwT* Israel but wiU continue to push , kept its distance from Ankara. 


for increased bilateral trade to fend off 
growing complaints that foe four-year old 
peace treaty brought 

no economic divi- 

dends as promised i 

Last month. His \JOi 

Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, showed / ft? lr C 

the extent of foe 
regime’s frustration, OFlW 

when he told an inter- Ctf I Li 

national conference in 
Amman that tbe \A/Hf b 

much-promised eco- W III L 

nomic peace dividends 
have failed to maleri- /vr o 
alise over foe past two L* 

years in foe absence of 
political movement on Zl 

the Palestmian-Israeli ‘ 

track. f <« 

‘There is no tangible III at 

result to show for all 
our patience. Yet, we »- 

keep indulging our- f~ 

selves in foe hope that 

a successful end will 

soon unfold Whatever economic peace 
dividends we have made to our people as 
a result of peace, have been practically 
belied by the events of foe last weeks,” 
said the Crown Prince. 

These complaints will continue to be 
levelled by foe government against Israel 
said the Cabinet minister. “We can’t stop 
the normalisation policy since it’s part of 
our peace treaty, but we do have com- 
plaints which we intend to register with 
tbe Israelis," said the minister 
Jordanian officials and businesspersons 
have often complained that Israel's iron 
grip on the Palestinian market, and its own 
closed markets, obstructs Jordanian trade. 

“We are under (pressure) politically 
within Jordan and from Arab countries. 
There has to be some justification for our 
relations with the Israelis." said the minis- 
ter. 

His Majesty King Hussein has little trust 
in Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, and he has often blamed the 
policies of foe Likud premier for the dead- 
lock in peace-making. Lately, bilateral 
high-level visits have been less frequent, 
and there is evidence foal Jordan is less 
enthusiastic to embrace joint ventures with 
the Jewish state. 

But if the Kingdom does limit its deal- 
ings with Israel in line with domestic and 
regional constraints it will find itself in a 
catch-22 situation, as foe “peace divi- 
dends” would be even less likely, officials 
and analysts said. 

These days, however, the issue of 
Jordan’s ties with Israel is not foe only 
point of contention between die Kingdom 
and Arab states. Amman’s increasing mil- 
itary cooperation with Ankara has Arab 
states waned. 

The new government has repeatedly 
said military cooperation with Turkey by 


Although ties with most neighbouring 
states may not be ideal officials have said 
that the only Arab 

countries that do 

/ ^ have serious griev- 

JOraan ances with Jordan 

are Syria and Iraq, 
M/oo and for reasons not 

never was attributable to foe 

Kingdom’s peace 

and never There is growing 

pressure for 

will be part Baghdad, from both 

die ‘populace, — 
nf O nnn- angered over the 

^ ® * IL/I I rune-year-old-sanc- 

_ tions imposed on 

LX rO n Iraq — and from 

Jordanian busi- 
nesspensons. who 
P] lllPI believe economic 

CZ/IlCZ# f UC7 and trade links 

|— I ■ m between Amman 

I I VI and Baghdad would 

improve with a polit- 
ical rapprochement. 
However, this seems unlikely at present 
because of the U.S. and United Nation's 
stand against Iraq, and Jordan's insistence 
that Baghdad fully comply with U.N. res- 
olutions. Jordon, meanwhile, is pushing 
for direct dialogue between Baghdad and 
Washington. 

As for Jordan's relations with Syria, ties 
have been maned by decades of hostilities 
and mistrust a former senior official 
noted. 

Jordan has long complained that Syria 
meddles in the Kingdom's internal affairs 
and hosts groups hostile to foe country, 
while Damascus accuses Amman of 
breaking away from the regional Arab 
onto and working against the interests of 
/Vab nationalism and unity, especially 
since signing the treaty with IsraeL 
Officials in Amman have countered that 
Damascus was also negotiating with the 
Jewish state with the eventual aim of 
securing its own peace deaL 
Close military cooperation between 
Jordan and Turkey has done little to tone 
down Syria's accusation that Amman, 
Ankara, and Tel Aviv are fotging an 
alliance that aims to strategically Isolate it 
'The policy of appeasement (with 
Syria) does not work," said die farmer 
official. The Syrians have to begin to 
understand that relations with Ionian must 
be based on an equal footing, and 
Damascus cannot continue to see itself as 
"the big brother'' in the region, he said. 

This view was seconded by Cabinet 
officials in the present government — that 
closer bilateral ties should be fostered, but 
only after an explicit understanding by 
Syria that it cannot meddle in Jordan's 
internal affairs or its foreign policies. 

‘There has to be an acceptance that 
Jordan is first and foremost woddng for its 
own interests and sovereignty.*’ said a 


Cabinet official. 

Officials have said that although Syrian- 
backed terrorism aimed at destabilising 
tbe country has stopped since His Majesty 
King Hussein personally complained to 
Syria’s President Hafez Assad two years 
ago, Damascus continues its media cam- 
paign against Amman’s policies. 

Jordan, for its part, has always called far 
an laaeli withdrawal from Syrian and 
Lebanese occupied land, and Tarawneh 
re-emphasised tills in his policy statement 
to parliament last week: “W? call on Israel 
to withdraw from the Syrian Golan to the 
bonders of June 4. 1967; and to implement 1 
U.N. resolution 425 calling for the uncon- 
ditional • withdrawal - from • South- 
Lebanon,” 

Jordanian officials have traditionally 
contended thai foe Kingdom has few 
strategic foreign policy options, as it is a 
small country with few natural resources, 
in a hostile and unstable region, and a 
fragmented Arab World. 

But according to a political scientist and 
writer ‘This con vend cm! (thinking) should 
not be taken for a given.” 

He said Jordan often found itself in a 
predicament because it insisted on playing 
a bigger role and traditionally tied its fate 
to the West . "We must play a neutral polit- 
ical role." he told the Jordan Times. 

Meanwhile. Iran, a country that in tbe 
past two decades has had Syria as its only 
Arab ally, has recently shown understand- 
ing towards Jordan’s foreign policies, said 
officials and analysts. Following a rap- 
prochement with the Kingdom after the 
visit of Crown Prince Hassan to Tehran for 
foe Oigartisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) last December, ties have been con- 
siderably boosted on all fronts. 

But some officials contend that Amman 
can not afford to let its guard down with 
Tehran,' because, as they see it, the terror- 
ism option has not teen completely 
dropped as a strategy by Iran. 

Analysts said Jordan can balance all 
these contradictory factors. "Egypt has 
managed to do it since it signed its own 
peace treaty with Israel in 1979“ said 
Director of the Centre of Strategic Studies 
at the University of Jordan, Mustafa 
Hamameh. 

Egypt repeatedly criticises Israeli poli- 
cies, but resumes relations, albeit at a cool 
leveL But Jordan, a small country with less 
regional and international clout! has been 
unable, or unwilling, to play this game so 
far. 

The other option the country can under- 
take is to start explaining its ‘predicament* 
better, both domestically and regionally, 
said one analyst “We are always either 
defensive or secretive," he said “We need 
to start explaining better. That would 
improve things.'’ 

But in Syria's case this has already been 
tried and Damascus remains sceptical of 
Amman’s intentions, said analysts. 

The question remains, how long can 
Jotdan continue juggling it’s foreign and 
domestic policies under die current cir- 
cumstances? Most of those interviewed 
link a continuation of Jordan's present for- 
eign policy to an improvement in the gen- 
eral standards of living. 

“If die economic situation improves, 
then foe government can get away with its 
foreign policy orientation." said a politi- 
cian, hence the current preoccupation with 
domestic concerns, such as poverty, 
unemployment and corruption. But once 
again. Joidan will find itself ro a large 
extent depsndcnt on regional factors for an 
improvement in its economic situation. 


WHETHER THE Clintons 
reunite on Jeny Springer, as 
Rami G. Khouri suggests, or 
whether they do so privately, 
as Jomana Wael Karadsbeh 
hopes, is beside the point As 
Americans turn inward to 
sort out the current . debacle, 
what we find may surprise 
friends around the globe — 
for it is entirely counter-intu- 
itive. It is called "The New 
McCarthyism.” 

In response to Watergate, 
Congress passed the Special 
Prosecutor law . . which 
relieved them of the. task of * 
investigating Presidential 
impropriety. Each House 
also passed rules that would 
assure that ethics commit- 
tees would monitor mem- 
bers. 

What have these new rides 
brought us? A wave of parti- 
san cleavage that has never 
before been seen in our 
republic. Each time a leader 
from one party gains power - 
enough power to push 
through genuine and needed 
reform - he is brought up on 
ethics charges for using 
money from the wrong 
account to pay his baby-sit- 
ter or pinching someone 
you-know-where 23 years 
ago. His career ends. Policy- 
making is stalled. And the 
opposing party celebrates. 

What is worse, the fact 
that Congress approves the 
aggressiveness of this 
Special Prosecutor assures 
that every president in tbe 
future will be weakened by 
similar investigations and 
will likely face impeach- 
ment hearings. The power of 
foe only leader that all of 
America unites to elect is 
simply eviscerated. Our 
checks and balances, so 
envied abroad, are out of 
whack. 

Pathetically, We the 
People merely gather new 
evidence that proves tbe 
ineffectiveness of elected 
officials and the unmanage- 
ability of our national gov- 
ernment. We watch, power- 
less, cynical and, now. 
shame-faced. We the 
People... or We the Fools? 

One Republican on the 
House Judiciary Committee 
was told that 70% of 
Americans did not want the 
President's videotape 
released He responded, “I 
don’t care. It will be 
released" Democracy has 
ended in the United States. 


Jenifer Cartfand, 
Chicago. 


The Jordon Times welcomes 
letters and contributions from 
its readers on any issue they 
wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for publication should contain 
the writers full name and 
preferubly address as well 
Names can be withheld upon 
request but only under special 
circumstances. Letters are juft* 
jea to editing and abridging. 
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proJUe of die Schraders, Europe’s first couple? 

By Denis Staunton 

WHEN GERHARD SCHRODER married for the 
fourth time earlier this year, ihe wedding party 
included tycoons and television stars. His most 
senior colleagues in Germany’s Social Democratic 
Part)', however, were nowhere to be seen. Those who 
know Schrddei; who hopes to deprive Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl of a record fifth term in office ai next 
Sunday's federal election, were not surprised by his 
guest list Like Tony Blair and Bill Clinton before 
him. Schroder is wooing voters on a non-ideological 
programme and putting as much distance as possible 
between himself and his party. 

Schroder relishes the frequent comparisons made 
between himself and Blair as modernisers who 
made the centre-left electable after long periods of 
conservative government. But. though he is probably 
loathe to admit it at present, he has more in common 
with Clinton, not only on account of his weakness 
for women and fondness for fine Havana cigars, but 
because he is driven by a relentless ambition rooted 
in an impoverished childhood. Schrijder has also 
twisted and turned on policy issues so many times 
that even his closest associates are unsure of what he 
really stands for. 

What nobody doubts is that he represents the best 
chance for a Social Democrat-led government since 
Kohl came to power 16 years ago. He has nor boa 
shy of making his ambitions dear Not long after he 
entered the Bundestag in 1980, Schroder was com- 
ing home after a night of drinking in Bonn when he 
pu&ed the chancellery. Rattling the gates violently, 
he roared: ‘7 want to get in there.” 

But he admitted in his memoirs that he felt a hist 
for power much earlier; when he was a 1-4-year-old 


sales assistant in a general store in the nonhem town 
of Lemgo ‘‘Power fascinated me from the moment 
that I stood behind a counter as an apprentice, with 
no educational qualifications and no prospects. I 
wanted to get out of there, to make something hap- 
pen,” he recalled. 

GerhanJ Schroder was bora in April 1944, just 
three days before his father died fighting for “Fiihrer, 
Volk and Fatherland” in Romania. His mother Erika, 
who is now 84, rose ai five each morning to work as 
a cleaner, leaving the young Gerhard to take care of 
his sisters, and to deal with the bailiffs who regularly 
called ai the door. ’ 'We lived for a long time on social 
security. That shapes you. It also makes you sensi- 
tive. Whenever this issue comes on the agenda, l 
immediately remember these times.” he said. 

In the evenings, after work in the shop, Schroder 
went to school and completed his Abitur, ite equiv- 
alent of A-levels, in 1966 — at the age of 22. He 
opted to study law and while still a student, married 
his childhood sweetheart, Eva Schubach. The mar- 
riage lasted just three years, not least because 
Schroder's growing interest in politics was occupy- 
ing most of his time. In 1972, he married a student 
activist, Anne Taschenmacher. whom he had met at 
a rally of the Young Social Democrats, or Jusos. 

By the time Schrbder became leader of the Jusos 
in 1978, he had a reputation as a left-winger who had 
defended former terrorists and opposed the station- 
ing of U.S. nuclear missiles in Germany. But he 
made his peace with the Social Democratic Party 
leadership in time to win a nomination for a Bun- 
destag seat in 1 980. It was during this campaign that 
he met Hilmad Marion Hampel, a 31-year-old polit- 
ical scientist who became his third wife and with 
whom he formed a working partnership unique in 
Germany. 

As the Social Democrats lost one federal election 


after another, Schroder focused his ambitions on 
becoming prime minister of his home state. Lower 
Saxony. When he sujxeedcd, in 1990. it was at the 
head of a coalition with the environmentalist Greens 
— an arrangement that was almost untested at the 
time. 

Schroder hod shed many of his left-wing views by 
the time he came into office but power itself changed 
him too, as the conservative newspaper Frankfurter 
Allgemcine noted: “Before the eyes of the public. 
Schfoder has undergone an astonishing personality 
change. Hie wounded aggressiveness of the opposi- 
tion leader has become relaxed joviality, the stilted 
wish to impress has been replaced by the cook gov- 
erning style of an unassailable office holder.” 

Hiluud, known as Hillu, was among his most valu- 
able assets, providing a caring, environmentally 
aware counterbalance to his own robust, pragmatic 
image. They wen: the first political couple in Ger- 
many's history to court the media and to present 
themselves as celebrities, moving in ever more exalt- 
ed company. Schroder began to spend less time with 
party activists and trade union officials and more 
with business leaders such as Volkswagen Chairman 
Ferdinand Piech. 

He also begun to espouse new, business- friendly 
politics and abandoned much that remained of his 
left-wing ideological baggage, including his opposi- 
tion to changes in Germany's policy towards asylum 
seekers. Even Hiluud was shocked by this: “I was 
annoyed by the brazen way he presented his U-turn. 
He met two ladies at tennis who complained that 
their gym hall was full of refugees and they couldn't 
shower. “Then 1 knew we had a problem,” Gerhard 
said Schroder's flirtation with the rich reached its 
climax in February 1996 when he and Hiltrud 
attended the Opera Ball in Vienna, along with Piech 
and his wife, and a local paper published a photo- 



graph of them — the men in white tie and tails and 
the women in expensive formal dresses, sirring in 
Piech’s DM28.000 box. The ball not only banished 
any remaining doubts about where Schroder's polit- 
ical heart by: il was also the last waltz for himself 
and Hillu. A few weeks earlier. Schroder had met a 
3 1 -year-old journalist called Doris Kopf and the cou- 
ple were pictured flirting during a visit to Norway. 

When Schroder discovered that the press were 
about to break with the story, he drove home to his 
wife and told her what had happened. It was 
approaching midnight but Hiltrud insisted that he 
leave the house immediately. “He didn't want to take 
a taxi into Hanover with all his things so I drove him 
there. It was the last service I did him,” Hiluud 
recalled. 


The fourth Mrs. Schroder declines to make any 
political comments in public but she has been advis- 
ing the candidate on how to dress and. through her 
friends in the media, helping him to maintain his 
already friendly relation.*, with the pres*. Schroder 
has given up alcohol and his beloved Hav ana cigars 
until the results come in next Sunday. Opinion polls 
continue to predict that he will become the first 
Social Democrat to govern German) since Helmut 
SchmidL 

Then will begin the real battle: with Doits at his 
side, he will go head to head with Tony and Cherie 
for the title of Europe's first couple. 
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Heroin oblivion between 
Karachi bus stops 



By Zahid Hussein 

Reuters 

DEATH AND oblivion through heroin overdose 
are less than a bus ride away in Karachi. 

The Pakistani port city is one of the world's main 
entrepots in an international drug trafficking net- 
work, but local users are increasing alarmingly. 

The one kilometre between the city’s two main 
bus terminuses at Saddar and Bums Road is lined 
with the casualties of Pakistan's dependency on the 
drug trade, which underpins a tonering economy. 

Every day thousands of commuters hurry along 
sidewalks lined with rows of addicts going 
nowhere. 

The users are hunched over a heated spoon or sil- 
ver foil, sucking in the heroin smoke, or injecting a 
solution of heroin, water and lemon juice into their 
arms and legs. Some lie in drug-induced comas. 
Some will never wake up. 

Conversation with addicts, most of whom are 
labourers or engaged in menial work, never goes 
very far, and always comes back to one thing — 
their demand for money. 


Officials say Pakistan has more than two million 
heroin addicts in a population of more than 130 
million people. 

“Proportionate wise, this figure is very alarm- 
ing ” Tariq Aziz, secretary of the Narcotics Control 
Division, told Reuters from Islamabad. 

“Pakistan now shares almost 25 per cent of the 
eight million addicts around die world,” he added. 

People seeking to escape the harsh realities of 
life in a country where the annual per capita 
income is around $400 are switching away from 
softer drugs. 

The rich in this Islamic country may have access 
to liquor, but not its poor masses and the most 
common recreational drug of choice is hashish, 
which is illegal but accepted. 

Pakistan Iras bowed to international pressure to 
stamp out poppy cultivation, which yields the 
opium resin from which heroin is derived, but an 
explosion of production from neighbouring 
Afghanistan, to finance a civil war. has kept the 
traffickers in business. 

Aziz said heroin production in Pakistan fell dra- 
matically to around 28 tonnes in fiscal 1997/98 


The Saturday Crossword 


IN THE BAG 

By Bill Swain, New Port Richey, Florida 


ACROSS 
1 French subway 
6 Fix up furniture 
14 Hawkfike? 

20 River's end, oflen 

21 Texas city 

22 Overnight flight 

23 Amy Tan novel . 
aboutgotf7 

25 Slurs over 

26 Tiny bit 

27 Otherwise 

28 'Las MiseraWes' 
writer 

29 Metallic sound 

30 Churchflhs gesture 

31 Farm enclosure 

32 _ Ice Shelf. 
Antarctica 

33 Feline 

34 Squirmy catch 
37 Misprint 

39 Hackneyed 

41 Black goo 

42 Vague amount 

43 Pilots' perches 

46 Father 

47 Andes resident 

48 Transmitted 

51 Selassie of 
Ethiopia 

52 To come 

53 Easily Imposed 
upon 

54 Hot diamonds 

55 Pass time on a 
practice green? 

57 Clamps 

58 Rainbow shape 

59 individuals 

60 Soggy, 
unappetizing food 

61 Part to play 

62 Arctic boots 

64 Bamboo stems 

DOWN 


2 Parrot 

3 WbbWe 

4 Hindu ruler 

5 Lennon's widow 

6 Cone from behind 

7 FHghtlass fowl 

8 Turn toward 

9 Irritate 

10 The Graduate" 
director 

11 TVeat badly 

12 Punches 
!3 Vagabond 
K Ready 

15 Used used 
candles 

16 Worse Zeus 

17 Square Into a 
BOH cart? 

18 Gear's agree man 
18 Scale notes 


66 ... _ . 

69 Trigger's lunch 

70 Merchant's goal 

71 Kevin, Kfine film 

72 Cost to participate 

73 Frizzell or Grove 
75 Goiter's drink? 

. 78 business afolbr. 

79 Solemn vow 

80 Stirling citizens 

81 More infrequent 

82 Mtnt-army? 

83 US tennis stadium 
honoree 

84 Masculine 

85 Part of a bench 
B7 Wbodland 

ruminant 
88 Word in 
partnerships 
B9 Calls to the phone 
90 Minimum 

94 Opposite of NNE 

95 Well-honed skU 

96 Weldon and Wray 

97 Give recompense 
99 Actor Scheider 

100 Leave out 

102 Authoritative 
prohibition 

103 Takes off 

105 Inland sea of Asia 

106 Actress Shields 
108 Golfer's various 

business 

Interests? 

111 Lots and kite 

112 Position of 
superiority 

113 Two-time tennis 
grand-slam winner 

114 Away 

115 Maladies 

116 Savage and 
Friendly 

24 SUN 

31 SeB-out letters 

32 Movie star-giver 

33 Jewel weight 

35 Host 

36 Plumbing 
problems 

38 One meaning of 
10 

39 Roasting sticks 

40 Mosaic piece 

41 Traffic |am 

42 Comparative 
construction 

44 Substantial pieces 

45 Wtettand 
NflUlgan 

46 Frightens away 

48 Thailand, once 

49 88196 

50 Copse on a golf 

oourse? 

52 Having the sk« 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

20 





33 





26 




■ 

30 



■ 

31 

37 







55 Sulky 

56 Nixon V.P. 

57 Citizen with a 
voice 

61 Revolutionary 

rider 

63 Shaving foam 
04 _ blanche 

65 Pub tare 

66 Vocal enthusiast 

67 Period after Manfi 
Gras 

68 Brief times; abbr. 

70 Reprimand 

71 Daggers 

73 Burdens 

74 Soothes 

75 Meager 

76 Pulls behind 

77 Speed along 

go Superlatively wise 
82 Consumed 
BS City in France or 


New Jersey 
86 Stallone, to htends 
89 Regional dialect 

91 Show up 

92 Piloted a glider 

93 Family d the 10th 
President 

95 Conrad, the pool 

96 Physicist Enrico 

97 Rose and Rozalia 

98 Gray shade 

101 Sleeper spy 

102 Contended 

103 Cotton separators 

104 In the pest 

105 From a distance 

106 Scarf like a 
snaka7 

107 Stick up 

109 RedorYBBow,e.g. 

110 Pbcie 



(July-June) from 800 tonnes 20 years ago. 

“Pakistan itself has become a net importer of 
heroin coming from Afghanistan where poppy cul- 
tivation has thrived during the past few years ” 
Aziz said. 

Heroin production has flourished in Afghanistan 
in the past three years as the fighters of foe Islam- 
ic Taleban movement won control of most of the 
country. 

Western diplomats reckon war-ravaged 
A fghanistan is on a par with Myanmar as the 
world’s largest source of heroin. 

Their narcotics agents estimate Afghanistan pro- 
duced about 2,800 tonnes of opium in 1997 which 
was enough to make 280 tonnes of fine-quality 
heroin. 

Aziz said Pakistan last year seized S.5 million 
tonnes of opium, five tonnes of heroin, 10 tonnes 
of hashish and 1.5 tonnes of other drugs. 

Figures for the first six months of this year show 
either the crop was bad, or traffickers are finding 
new routes or getting smarter at smuggling, except 
for hashish. 

By the end of June, anti-dreg agents had confis- 

cared 1.4 tonnes of opium, 1.1 

tonnes of heroin, 27 tonnes of 
hashish and 1 .5 tonnes of other 
drugs, he said. 

Aziz said the government 
was helpless to do anything 
about heroin production in 
Afghanistan because of the 
war, but its efforts to suppress 
poppy cultivation in Pakistan 
were as strong as ever. 

In April this year a 3.000- 
strong force of paramilitary 
troops equipped with rifles and 
130mm cannons destroyed 
standing poppy crops spread 
over an area of more than 5,600 
acres in Pakistan's northern 
tribal belt bordering 
Afghanistan. 

Western dreg enforcement 
officials praised the operation, 
but said the area under poppy 
cultivation was still much larg- 
er this year. 

As October approaches, and 
sowing poppy in the mountain 
pastures of northern Pakistan 
begins, senior officials are try- 
ing to find a more convincing 
strategy to persuade farmers to 
find another crop. 

Last April, an operation was 
launched after Western donor 
countries threatened to stop 
funding drug control projects. 

The donors have pumped 
millions of dollars worth of aid 
into development projects 
aimed at keeping farmers away 
from poppy cultivation, but 
officials say the success had 
been marginal. 

“We are trying this year to 
relaunch the development 
work in the affected areas to 
keep farmers from using their 
land for poppy” Aziz said. 

While Pakistan seeks to 
uproot its home-grown poppy, 
the plant is popping up else- 
where. Fields of the red flower 
now carpet areas in 
Afghanistan close to Pakistan's 
western borders. 


“Our survey shows expan- 
sion of poppy cultivation in 
new areas and that several new 
districts in Afghanistan are 
under poppy cultivation," said 
a Western dreg official who 


Landmines leave painful 
legacy in Vietnam 


By Mary Binks 

Rollers 

LE DINH THANG und his 
younger brother were wandering 
home from school when they dis- 
covered a deadly but tantalising 
secret by the roadside. 

Recent ruin in this central 
province of Quang Tri had 
unearthed an American M79 
grenade, and in die following 
days the boys returned time and 
again. They knew the object was 
dangerous but they wanted to see 
it explode. 

Eventually the temptation 
became too sreaL Thang, 13, 
scraped up the grenade in his fin- 
gers und tried to throw iL 
' Minutes later villagers on the 
outskirts of the provincial capital 
Dong Ha were holding a plastic 
bowl to his stomach to prevent his 
insides spilling oul 

To residents who witnessed the 
incident earlier this month, it was 
just another harsh reality of living 
virtually in a minefield in the dirt- 
poor province. 

More than half the 560.000 
people of Quang Tri — once the 
frontline of the Vietnam war — 
were bom after the conflict ended 
in 1975. 

But decades later they sutler the 
legacy of a war that has li tiered 
the country's soil with an estimat- 
ed millions of landmines and 
unexploded ordnance. 

Quang Tri straddles the 17th 
parallel which divided the coun- 
try into Nonh and South before 
reunification. As a result it 
became one of the war’s bloodiest 
battlegrounds. 

Jn J 972 thousands of tonnes of 
bombs, artillery shells and chem- 
ical defoliant rained down on the 
province as U.S.-hacked forces 
attempted to repel the southward 
advance of North Vietnamese 
troops. 

Fhr SI days the province was 
bombarded by 40 specially 
assigned B-52s, each canying 30 
tonnes of bombs. 


By the war's end the landscape 
appeared lunar, pock-marked by 
bomb craiers and sown with 
shrapnel. 

De-mining was a luxury the 
province could not afford 

Poverty forced people to till the 
land despite the danger, and the 
consequences were all too visible. 

The debris of war wreaked 
death and disability and victims 
were not just farmers and their 
children. 

In a province where more than 
half the people five below the 
poverty line, many have foraged 
for leftover bombs to sell as scrap 
metal that fetches little more than 
10 cents a kilogramme after deal- 
ers have removed the explosives. 

When Thang was seriously 
injured by the grenade, he was 
300 yards from a group of 16 
American volunteers only days 
away from opening Vietnam's 
first landmine education centre. 

Tim Rasmussen, a former heli- 
copter pilot who had been sta- 
tioned at Quang Tri in 1971 was 
on his feet and out the door the 
instant he heard the blast. 

“1 knew that sound the moment 
1 heard it. and inside 1 knew what 
had happened." he told Reuters. 

It was a dark moment for Ras- 
mussen, a man who had returned 
to Vietnam for the first rime to 
confront his past. What he found 
was the war wasn’t over for 
everyone. 

“We put these mines here and I 
think it's our obligation to come 
back, to educate, and be part of 
removing them.” he said. 

Rasmussen and the other 
American volunteers are part of 
PfcaceTrees Vietnam, an organisa- 
tion that has helped the Viet- 
namese military clear about IS 
hectares of land and plant trees 
where there were once landmines 
and mortars. 

The group opened its land- 
mines education centre on the 
outskirts of Dong Ha on Septem- 
ber 18. They hope to educate 
local people, particularly chil- 


dren, on the dangers of landmines 
and unexploded ordnance. 

“Obviously the most important 
dung is to get the mines and 
bombs out of the ground, remove 
the problem," says director 
Martha Hathaway. “But until we 
can do dwt, education is the only 
thing that’s going to help stem the 
injuries that are occurring now 
almost on a weekly basis." 
PeaceTrees Vietnam was founded 
by Jerilyn Brusseau and her late 
husband Danaan Parry. The cou- 
ple had worked forrminciliancm 
in many of the worlds war zones. 

But it was a personal connec- 
tion that brought Brusseau to 
Vietnam. She lost her brother 
Danny to the Vietnam war. A 21- 
year-old helicopter pilot, he was 
shot down 19 days after he began 
his tour of duty. 

"1 knew in some way. some- 
how there would be a rime when 
I could be part of when Ameri- 
cans and Vietnamese could come 
together and extend our hands in 
friendship and say let's create a 
new legacy for our children and 
our children's children.” said 
Brusseau. 

in the days before the American 
volunteers opened their landmine 
education centre, they gathered at 
Quang Til's war cemetery — the 
second biggest in the country. 

There, they placed stems of 
burning incense at the grav es of 
men their countrymen fought. 
They lingered in silence to read 
names etched into endless rows of 
pallid grey headstones. 

“For us it’s so much more than 
just the landmine issue." said 
Hathaway, who was too young to 
remember the conflict 

‘It’s about working through 
some of the emotional wounds 
that we are carrying as American 
citizens because of the war.” It 
may be 23 years since that war 
ended, but at what was once the 
frontline, generations on both 
sides are sill fighting to over- 
come the legacy of a conflict they 
never knew. 



Le Dinh Thang after the accident. More than 20 years after the war 
ended in 1975 people still suffer its legacy with millions of landmines 
and other unexpolded ordinance littering the land (Reuters photo) 
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Jordan says social plans to fight rising poverty 


By Suleiman AI Khalidi 

Reuters 


^MMAN — Jordan plans 
to forge ahead with multi- 
million dollar social safety 
net programmes to combat 
escalating poverty com- 
pounded by tough IMF- 
directed economic policies, 
officials and econo mis ts 
said Thursday. 

Social Development Min- 
ister Moh amma d Kheir 
Mamsar told Reuters in an 
recent interview that the 
programmes, begun this 
year, should offset the 
impact of free market 
reforms on the country's 
growing poor. 

“Poverty, will not increase 
because our programmes 
and projects are a safety 
valve to ensure poverty is 
not transformed into a 
source of social or political 
problems," Mamsar said. 

Since last year, the gov- 
ernment has been working 
along with major donors 
and the IMF (International 
Monetary Fund) and World 
Bank on an ambitious 10- 
year social safety net pro- 
gramme. 

It has secured foreign aid 
for an initial three-year 
phase totalling JD178 mil- 
lion ($250 million) to be 
spent on improving infra- 


structure in poorer areas, 
micro-finance and training 
to create a better invest- 
ment climate for more jobs. 

Mamsar said economic 
reforms had a negative 
impact on the poorly paid 
and even the middle class- 
es, which led to “a rise in 
unemployment which has 
led to poverty.” 

This was despite the over- 
all positive impact of the 
reforms on the economy by 
“stabilising the dinar and 
enhancing our credibility 
with foreign donors," the 
minister said. 

To combat poverty, offi- 
cials are also tightening 
regulations on foreign 
labourers and in services 
and trades which now 
depend on imported labour. 

Officials want to reduce 
the number of illegal Arab 
labourers, currently esti- 
mated at -around 400,000. 
mostly Egyptians 

employed without work 
permits. Iraqis and Syrians 
also make up a large num- 
ber of foreign workers. 

Jordanians say the for- 
eign labour force must be 
reduced to help absorb an 
estimated 200.000 unem- 
ployed locals and find 
room for over 80,000 annu- 
al entrants to the job mar- 
ket. 


World Bank economists 
say Jordan needs economic 
growth rate of around seven 
per cent a year to offset 
population growth of 3.5 
■per cent and create jobs. 
But for the last two years 
economic growth has failed 
to keep up with population 
growth. 

Worsening the problem is 
the young demographic 
structure of Jordan’s 4.6 
million population of 
whom over 40 per cent are- 
younger than 14, social 
workers and economists 
say. 

Officials say worrying 
indicators of rising poverty 
may further slow the 
already stalled structural 
reforms as the new cabinet 
of Prime Minister Fayez Al 
Tarawneh will have to act 
more cautiously than his 
predecessors to avoid a 
social backlash. 


Civil unrest after a major 
1989 crisis and similar 
troubles in the impover- 
ished south in 1996 after 
IMF-approved steps to end 
bread subsidies still weigh 
heavily on decision-mak- 
ers. 

Mamsar said unpublished 
figures showed a sharp rise 
in poverty over the last 10 
years as segments of the 
traditionally cushioned 

middle class slipped closer 
towards the poverty line. 

People living in abject 
poverty, defined as families 
which contain no salary- 
earners and are entirely 
dependent on modest state 
handouts, soared to 11 per 
cent from 1.5 per cent in 
1986-1987. Absolute 

poverty, defined as people 
who are partly dependent 
on the handouts, rose to 26 
per cent from a range 
between 13 to 14 per cent. 


Mamsar said. 

Mamsar said specially 
funded programmes in the 
government’s social safety 
net plans aim to halt the fall 
of middle class households 
into poverty. He said this 
segment of impoverished 
middle classes stood at 10 
to 15 per cent of the- popu- 
lation. 

Mamsar said over ID 140 
million were spent last year 
by non-govemmental and 
official funds to help curb 
poverty, but they re main ed 
stop-gap solutions without 
tackling the deeper causes 
of poverty. 

The latest studies also 
indicate spiralling poverty 
in Jordan’s major urban 
centres, including Amm an 
where the heaviest popula- 
tion concentration exists in 
the poorer Palestinian 
refugee camps, Mamsar 
added. 
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Egypt, Jordan test first link in 
proposed Mideast power grid 


CAIRO (AP) — When 
someone switches on the 
TV in Jordan these days, 
the image on the screen 
may be powered by elec- 
tricity generated in Egypt. 

The two countries have 
linked their power systems 
as the First step toward a 
proposed electricity grid 
extending east to the Gulf 
and west to Morocco — 
and even Europe. 

The Egypt-Jordan link is 
being tested now and 
should begin commercial 
operation in October. The 
power is carried by cables 
that are lifted over the 



DELI NOW OPEN!!! 

German Bread 

[black bread, buns, loafs, pretzels and much more baked fresh daily] 

Sausages and Hams 
at the Bayerischer Hof Deli 


available for our customers starting today 
...as for our restaurant, we will be able to 
receive customers in the coming week... 


Sweifieh, Al Hamra Street, [same street as Boston Fried Chicken] 
or phone us at 079-23760 


Suez Canal by 225-metre 
towers, then run along the 
floor of the Gulf of Aqaba 
between the two nations. 

A link between Jordan 
and Syria is expected to be 
finished next year, and one 
between Syria and Turkey 
is scheduled for comple- 
tion in 2000. 

As almost always in the 
Middle East, the beginning 
step was a long time com- 
ing. And the grander plan 
for the entire region is still 
held up by war and poli- 
tics. Iraq's system is too 
damaged to join the sys- 
tem: Israel isn't welcome 
far now. 


Jordanian and Egyptian 
officials say their link 
alone will mean steadier 
electricity and cost savings 
since they will be able to 
trade power during peak 
hours of consumption. 

“Down the line, this will 
make electricity cheaper 
for consumers,” said Wad- 
dah Naboulsi, general 
director of the Arab Union 
of Producers, Transporters 
and Distributors of Elec- 
tricity, a regional group. 

The Egypt-Jordan link 
should save Jordan alone 


(Continued on page 9/ 
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Syria raises its IFC share, 
to increase IMF quota 


n J 


DAMASCUS (R) — 
Syria has increased its 
share in the capital of 
International 


the 

Finance 

(TEC) 

shares 


Corporation 


by 122,000 
valued at 
$ 1 22,000, economic 

sources have said. 

They said that accord- 
ing to the increase, 
adopted by a presiden- 
tial decree, Syria’s 
share now becomes 
1 94,000 shares. 

The sources said also 
that Syria was planning 
to increase its share in 
the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) by 
S3. 7 million Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs) 
as of January 1999. 


They said that the 
increase would gof 
Syria’s IMF share .ai. 
293.6 million SDRs, 
from 209.9 million.. 

The sources said the 
plan to increase Syria’s 
share at the IMF would 
be in compliance with a 
decision adopted on 
Jan. 30 by the IMFs 
board of governors to 
increase the IMF’s cap- 
ital to 212 billion SDRs 
from J46 billion. 

They said the increase 
would allow Syria to 
get larger loans and 
promote its voting sta- 
tus at the fund. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Fish count 
6 Dutch pottery 

11 Feline 

14 Caoophonousty 

15 Ms. Rogers St 
Johns 

16 Auburn Us 
state 

17 Chipped In 
chips 

19 Curry or 
Conway 

20 St Louis bridge 

21 PreyofllA 

22 'Ich _ Dfch" (1 
love you) 

24 Siamese 
sounds 

26 Feline of ads 
, 27 Broccoli 
segments 

30 7-time batting 
champ 

31 Shrimp in 
So Ho 

32 Timely benefits 

34 Ate starter? 

37 Train units 
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By Jame E. Hlnlah 
WllBamaburg, VA 




39 Kittenish 

5 Letters ter ihe 

s 



40 Qty. 

queen 

7 



41 Sit on the fence 

6 Capital of 




42 Ualetta's nation 

43 Fur covered 
45 Red sauce 

Senegal 

7 Him cuts 

8 Permits 

7 

■ 


46 Vonnegut book. 

9 Airplane ride: 

p 



■cars _■ 

abbr. 

E 



48 Neutral vowel 

10 Renee and Uz 

C 




. Monday's PuzdaSotvftd 


I 


HIM 
¥ 

AIR 


sound 

50 Was tend of 

51 N.Y. stadium 

52 Unenthusiastic 

56 The Greatest 

57 Disaster 

60 Moist 

61 Ludne of the 
Met 

62 Iowa commune 

63 Concorde, e.g. 

64 Woods on the 
golf course 

65 Dislike 
categorically 


DOWN 

1 Coffee shop 

2 Environs 

3 "Sweeney ’ 

4 Dupes 


11 Shrill cries 

12 Mystery story? 

13 Domesticates 
18 SHpsup 

23 Fury 

25 Come server 

26 Tailless feline 

27 Source ter a 
feline: abbr. 

26 Bayswater baby 
buggy 

29 Jazz singer of 
note 

30 Coconut fiber 

32 Girls In a group 

33 Spanish cheer 

35 Two Latin 

words before 

Bruts 

36 Harvest 

36 Token value 


0 
0 
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□□□no 
□□□□ 
OnQBDUQ 
000 0000 


□ 

0 

□000 


0 □□□□ 
0 nonia 
b H000 



Peanuts 


/ HOW SHOULD I \ 
1 CHEER FOR YOUR TEAM) 
\T0DAY, CHARLES W 

SHOULD I YELL/* 60, REDS'" 
OR "GO, BL\JE5 ! " OR 
* 60, GREENS,' " OR Ia)HAT ? 

I DON'T KNOW, 
RERUN.. YELL ANYTHING 
YOU WANT.. ^ 






10)1990 T*u* Itado Savoa. Ik 
Alilfwi 


vim 


39 Underground 
cemetery 

41 Kind of strike 

42 Gaping mouth 

44 Fruit drink 

45 Casual talk 

46 Feline weapons 

47 Stirs up 

48 Portion 


49 Chavez or 
Romero 
51 Male deer 

53 Colorful fish 

54 Cry of distress 

55 Regan’s father 

58 "Bel 

59 Brit school for 
painters 


[ Andy Capp 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 



| VttU POflL/MoWMSUVB 
DONE IT/ My WIFE 
BOeSNlUKEMETO 
SCTON HORSES/^ 


OH, iWl SORRY IF I 


MISLED veUMRfi. 
! JEANETTE I9MY 
A HORSE, YOU 



THE BETTER HALF, By Glasbergen 
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to »ii c.): "' l 5 rnj pung our dime 

° ur machine. 
.!?. 0 I? ed y°ur number and it 


r — 4, x ■» ■««niuci QIIU II 

return your call at 3:00 A.M." 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles. 

one latter to each square, to form 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and UUui ArgMtsi 


FLAUW 


OIMo irtaxw Mam. s 

hi 


GROOF 



□ 

□ 

B 

LOHED 

1 

L 

ZH2 

r 

□ 


BUESAD 


I 





EA5Y TD GIVE A 
FAST-TALKING ■ 
ARTIST. 


Answer here; THE 


Now arrange the circled letters W 
term the surprise answer, ae suff 1 
aested by ihe above cartoon.. . 


I 


A A i-t L A. 




i (Answers tomorrow} 

Yesterdays j Jumbles: GLORY CRANK NICETY QUARf* 
en How the busy worker liked ms eggs in the. 

morning — QUICKLY 























































Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 26, 1998 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Head of Customs Department explains issues 
relating to production inputs and sales tax 


** “There is no link between exempting 
production inputs from customs duties 
and the regulations that widened the base 
of establishments required to pay sales 
tax," Customs Department Director 
General Nazmi Abdullah told industrial- 
ists and businessmen on Thursday. 
Lecturing at the Jordan Trade 
Associations (JTA), Abdullah said the 
subject of widening the base was prior to 
the exemption from customs but a deci- 
sion on it was delayed until a study was 
done on compensating the treasury as a 
result of the exemptions. 

The customs chief said the study on 
exempting production inputs from "cus- 
toms is ready and he expected the 
exemption decision to be issued soon. 
Abdullah explained that 60 per cent of 
production inputs are subject to customs 
duties ranging between zero to ten per 
cent. “These rates are either coasidered 
as additional tax or import fees or both. 

Abdullah outlined the reasons behind 
widening the base of businesses required 
to pay sales tax pointing out that, primar- 
ily, the objective is to achieve a balance 
between various levels of producers and 
providers of sendees. “This would 
spread a climate of fair competition,” he 
said. 

Another reason is to address the com- 
plaints of taxpayers who are under the 
umbrella of the sales tax only because 
their sales volume are slightly higher than 
the minimum level required for paying 
the tax. Noting that the taxpayers at the 
minimum level could lose pan of their 
sales to those who are not registered tax- 
payers, Abdullah stressed that “widening 
the base would tighten the controls on 
the purchases and sales on a wider scale.*' 


He added that the 10 per cent sales tax 
imposed on products and services subject 
to the tux “would not achieve the balance 
if it is not paid by those who are below 
the limit required for paying the tax." 
Abdullah said that is mandatory for all 
“new” taxpayers to register their busi- 
nesses at the Ministry of Finance before 
the end of this end month. 

The sales tax is now being imposed on 
each producer/manufacture/provider of 
services whose annual sales exceed 
JD 100.000. From Oct. 1, 1998 the sales 
lax will cover the producers/manufactur- 
ers whose sales exceed JD50.000 and the 
providers of services whose sales are 
over JD25,000. If a business operates as 
both producer and service provider the 
limit for paying the sales Lax is JD25.000 
per year. 

The head of the Department of Customs 
emphasised that the sales tax law has- 
given protection to the local industry 
through imposing the tax on the value of 
imports in addition to the customs duties. 
He said that the department will be hold- 
ing periodic meetings to hear of any com- 
plaints from the public or those who deal 
with the department. 

JTA Director General Halim Abu 
Rahmeh praised the decision to widen the 
base of taxpayers stressing that was a 
demand for a large number of industrial- 
ists and providers of services. “The deci- 
sion will help achieve balance in sale 
prices,” Abu Rahmeh said. (Al Ra'i + Al 
Aswaq + Al Arab Al Yawm). 


Power link expected for commercial operation in October 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Conditions favour sports 
activities right now. especially involving another person. 
Tennis, anyone? You and your partner will not only have a 
great time, but you could deepen your bond to the point 
where it's a love match in more ways than one. Keep that 
in mind when you’re choosing your playmate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Home improvement pro- 
jects should go well this weekend. Friends want to help, 
and you'll also be using your own experience. Looks like 
what’s coming up next is something you’ve seen or doae 
before. Proceed with caution anyway. It looks like a loved 
one’s ideas of how this should turn out is not exactly the 
same as yours. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The conversation contin- 
ues, perhaps in a slightly different setting, but with equal 
enthusiasm. You don’t have to argue with everything you 
hear. Watch the show and learn what you can. It might turn 
out to be more than you ever expected. Let your curiosity 
be stimulated by hanging out with provocative people. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You're in the mood to 
work, and money is headed your way. If you can provide 
whatever people need, they’ll gladly pay you generously 
for iL You can't let conditions like this go to waste. Don’t 
spend the day goofing off with friends. Spend it making 
your fortune, or adding to it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) This whole weekend looks 
like fun, and conditions are good for you romantically. It 
also looks like there's a happy surprise in store. It might be 
fun to stay home with the person you love best. Just draw 
all the shades and tell everyone you’ve gone out of town. 
That’ll also save you quite a bit of money. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Is there shopping 
that would be better done the next village over? People 
you love who live far away would be delighted to see you, 
and you could check a couple more chores off your list. 
Think of a scenario that fits that description, and launch 
into iL This is a good weekend for romance, travel and tak- 
ing care of business. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The moon is 
Sagittarius could help you understand something you ve 
been having trouble with lately — not how to fix it so 
much as how to look at it from a slightly position. It could 
change how you make your next decision. So be open to 
coaching, especially from people who know you well. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There's some 
sort of hurdle you have to overcome to achieve your 
objective. It looks like there's something you need to do 
for somebody, and it’s going to be kind of expensive. This 
could be a fee you need to pay to get access to the infor- 
mation you want Just do whatever is necessary. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This 
looks like a fabulous day for a party. Everybody’s in a con- 
versational mood. You might want to give it some thought 
ahead of time. What’s going to be fun for everybody, your- 
self included, and just a little out of the ordinary ? If you 
need to travel to get there, so much the betier. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Looks like 
you’re in an introspective mood. You may also want to do 
some personal reevaluation, and possibly a little transfor- 
mation. As you look at your own past with more objectiv- 
ity, you may leam to make different decisions. As you 
reassess what has happened before, you’ll see changes in 
what happens next. . . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The sun s in 
Libra, the sign of the artist, and sometimes the dilettante. 
Libras Hke to discuss fashionable subjects in beautiful sur- 
roundings. You can find them in universities, an museums 
and the finer restaurants, hogging a table for hours over 
exotic coffee. You know a few’ of these people. Gettoeetn- 
er with them today. You’d love to be part of that conver- 
sation. . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This could be a 
rather confusing weekend, but interesting, ioo- U oo 
like an older person has your rime all planned out. i ere 
are plenty of activities, and some might require quite a i 
of work. If you can get a friend to help, even that wii 
fim. Do something you can be proud of. 

Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 


Bahrain to 
spend 
$ 800 m on 
oil refinery 
upgrade 

MANAMA (Rj — Bahrain 
will spend some $800 mil- 
lion to upgrade its single 
ageing oil refinery, the coun- 
try’s oil minister has said. 

“An $800 million upgrad- 
ing of the Bahrain refinery 
will be implemented in the 
near future,” Sheikh Isa Ben 
Ali Al Khalifa told a confer- 
ence in Manama. 

In July, Bahrain approved 
a plan to upgrade the 62- 
year-old refinery and said 
companies would soon be 
asked to submit bids for Lhe 
projecL At the time. Sheikh 
Isa said the upgrade was 
expected to cost $400 mil- 
lion. Bahrain has said the 
upgrade of the 250,000 bar- 
rels per day unit would be 
carried out over a period of 
four years. 

The minister told the con- 
ference that the region 
would continue to play an 
important and increasing 
role in the global refining 
and petrochemical industries 
in the next century. 


(Continued from page 8) 

$7 million annually in its 
first year or two and much 
more in lhe future because 
it will reduce the need for 
new power plants, said 
Wa’il Sabri. executive 
manager of Jordanian 
Electrical Power Co. 

Maher Abuza, Egyptian 
minister of electricity, said 
more than jusr cost is 
involved. 

“These new connections 
will reduce the need for a 
strategic (generating) sur- 
plus and make our system 
safer" from blackouts, be 
said. 

If power fails in one 
country, “it will be very 
easy to instantly send 


power to the state in diffi- 
culty," he said. 

Jordanian and Egyptian 
officials both said an 
important aspect of the pro- 
ject is that it should form 
the base for the far broader 
power grid. 

The ambitious project 
started in 1988 with plans 
to include five nations — 
Jordan, Syria, Egypt. 
Turkey and Iraq. It was 
estimated making the links 
would cost $450 million 
but lead to savings of $2 
billion a year by using 
excess generating capacity 
in each country at non-peak 
rimes. 

Since then Israel has pro- 
posed links to the two 
countries it has peace with, 


Egypt and Jordan. And 
links are being discussed to 
the Arab states of the Gulf 
and across North Africa. 
Further extensions are envi- 
sioned to Sicily from 
Tunisia and to Spain from 
Morocco. 

In the initial five-state 
system, each country is 
upgrading its own electrical 
infrastructure through loans 
from the Arab Fund for 
Social and Economic 
Development. Each must 
meet a regional standard 
before connecting to the 
network. 

But 10 years after the idea 
was conceived, the Jordan- 
Egypt link is the first in the 
originally planned five- 
nation grid. 


Egypt and its North 
African neighbour, Libya, 
opened a line in June. 

“Egypt exchanges elec- 
tricity with Libya almost 
daily,*’ said Mohammad 
Abdul Latif, chief engineer 
of the Egyptian Electricity 
Agency. 

The delay in creating the 
larger regional system 
stems mosily from politics, 
including complications 
from the 1991 Gulf War 
and the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. Iraq is still under U.N. 
sanctions — imposed after 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
— that prohibit almost all 
trade with the country. Its 
electrical system also is still 
too crippled from the Gulf 
War to join the system. 


Another potential partner 
in the system, Lebanon, is 
still rebuilding its electrical 
nerwork from the devastat- 
ing 1975-90 civil war. 

Another question is link- 
age with Israel. Egypt and 
Jordan are both willing to 
eventually make that link 
but say "it must wait for 
peace between the Jewish 
state and other Arab neigh- 
bours. 

"Any link with Israel 
(now) would lead to Syria 
withdrawing from the pro- 
ject," said Abaza, the 
Egyptian electricity minis- 
ter. “Without Syria" the grid 
is incomplete, and there is 
no way of connecting to 
Turkey without passing 
through Syria.” 
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Sports 


Australia count on Olympic 
boost to World Cup bid 


SYDNEY (AFP) — An Australian bid 
to hold the World Cup football finals 
could get a big boosr from a successful 
Olympic soccer tournament, football 
officials here cl aim ed Friday. 

“You can guarantee FIFA will be 
looking at this tournament very care- 
fully,” Queensland Olympic Football 
chairman Ian Brusasco said. 

“If it’s successful it will be a great 
opportunity and the precursor for 
Australia's World Cup bid." 

Sydney Organising Committee for 
the Olympic Games official Trevor 
Dohnt added: “FIFA were disappoint- 
ed with some aspects of Atlanta so 
they'll be watching us carefully to 


ensure it's successful." 

The 2000 Olympic soccer tourna- 
ment will be the only one of 28 
Olympic sports played outside 
Sydney, with venues in Brisbane. 
Melbourne, Canberra and Adelaide, 
but with the final being played in 
Sydney’s 110,000 capacity Olympic 
Stadium. 

Soccer Australia chairman David 
Hill said they were still very much in 
the r unnin g for m akin g a bid for either 
the 2006 or 2010 World Cup. 

England, Germany and South Africa 
are the only countries so far to have 
made official bids for the 2006 World 
Cup. 


Hill said historically every second 
World Cup was held in Europe while 
in South Africa’s favour was the fact 
the tournament bad never been staged 
in Africa. 

He said South Africa's organisers 
had pledged to support Australia's bid 
for 2010 if Australia backed their bid 
for 2006. 

But the South Africans could not 
guarantee that support if they failed in 
2006. 

"There will be a World Cup in 
Australia, it's just a matter of when.” 
Hill added. 


Australian voters to decide on Queen 
opening Sydney Games 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Olympics Minister 

Michael Knight said 
Friday the Australian peo- 
ple would decide whether 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth 
n would open the Sydney 
2000 Games. 

Knight said he preferred 
Australia to be a republic 


by September 2000 and for 
the nation’s first president 
to open the Games. 

“But whether we’re a 
republic or not is really in 
the hands of the people, 
not in the hands of the 
organising committee." he 
said. 

Prime Minister John 


Howard has said he would 
open the Olympics if he 
stayed in power after the 
October 3 elections, while 
opposition Leader Kira 
Beazley said earlier this 
week he would either leave 
the task to a new head of 
state of an Australian 
republic or make “other 


arrangements”. 

The Olympic Charter 
says the head of state 
should open the Games but 
it is doubtful the 


International Olympic 
Committee would object to 
whomever the Australian 
government proposed. 


Red Sox wrap up playoff berth 


BOSTON (AFP) — The 
Boston Red Sox wrapped up 
their first postseason berth in 
three years Thursday with a 9- 
6 victory over Baltimore as 
Nomar Garciaparra belted a 
pair of solo homers and Scott 
Harteberg matched a career 
high with four tuts. 

Boston, the American 
League wild-card team. 
clinched its third playoff berth 
of the decade and first since a 
three-game exit in the 1995 
Divisional Round. The Red 
Sox also reached 90 wins for 
the first time since their last 
World Series appearance in 
1986, when they went 95-66. 

“What's important is that 
we're going into the playofls 
with the notion that we 
haven’t completed our job,” 
Garciaparra said. 

Boston likely will meet 
Cleveland when the playoffs 
begin next week. The Red 
Sox were beaten by the 
Indians in 1 995, have not won 
a postseason game since 1986 
and have not won a World 
Series since 1918. 

Garciaparra smacked his 
34th homer in the second 
inning off Orioles starter 
Sidney Ponson (8-9) to bring 
tbe Red Sox within 2-1 and 
added his second homer in tbe 
seventh off Pete Smith to 
extend Boston’s lead to 9-5. 

Greg Swindell pitched an 
inning and Dennis Eckersley 
allowed a homer by BJ. 
Surhoff in the eighth before 


giving way to Tom Gordon, 
who struck out the side in the 
ninth for his major-league 
record 42nd consecutive save 
and league-leading 45th of the 
season. 

Eckersley appeared in his 
1,070th major league game, 
tying the major-league record 
for career appearances held by 
Hoyt Wilhelm. 

Elsewhere in the American 
League, Aaron Sele won his 
19th game and Ivan 
Rodriguez hit a " two-run 
homer as the Texas Rangers 
clinched a tie for the AL West 
title with a 9-3 rout of the 
Seattle Mariners. 

Texas played its fourth 
straight superb game to move 
within one game of its second 
AL West crown in three years. 
Coming off a three-game 
sweep of Anaheim that aU but 
salted away the division, the 
Rangers have won their last 
four by a combined 34-6, 

The Rangers lowered their 
magic number to one and can 
wrap up the division with a 
win Friday or an Anaheim 
loss. The Angels stayed math- 
ematically alive with a 10-6 
win in Oakland. 

Sele (19-111 became the 
fifth pitcher in team history 
and second this season to win 
19 or more games. Mac 
Suzuki (.1-2; was torched for 
six runs and seven hits over 
just 2 173 innings. 

In San Francisco, Rookie 
Russ Ortiz pitched five solid 


innings and his first major- 
league home run was one of 
four by the San Francisco 
Giants, who drew within one 
game of the National League 
wild-card leaders with a 6-2 
victory over the reeling 
Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Barry Bonds, Rich Aurilia 
and red-hot Joe Carter also 
hoznered for foe Giants, who 
just four days ago were all but 
out of the race. But four 
straight victories, coupled 
. with two. losses by the New 
York Mets and a split of a 
two-game series by the 
Chicago Cubs, have San 
Francisco just one game out 
with three to play. 

The Giants, who end the 
season in Colorado, have 
added hope as the Mets and 
Cubs — both idle on 
Thursday — close the season 
on tbe road against division 
winners. The Mets are in 
Atlanta and foe Cubs are in 
Houston. 

In St. Louis, the race for the 
home run record remained 
deadlocked as Mark 
McGwire failed to homer in 
the Cardinals’ 6-3 win over 
Montreal. 

Remaining tied with foe 
Cubs’ Sammy Sosa for the all- 
time single-season home run 
. record, McGwire went 1-for- 
3 but again failed to clear the 
fences since hitting his 65th 
against Milwaukee on 
Sunday. 


The 

Greatest 
in town for 
Australia’s 
Grand 
Final 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Muhammad Ali, the world’s 
most famous sportsman — 
past or present — made a 
regal entry to Australia on 
Friday. 

Tbe former three-times 
world heavyweight boxing 
champion was greeted by 
fans and media when he 
stepped off businessman 
Dick Pratt's private 
Gulf stream jet for his first 
visit to Australia for 19 





Manchester United’s Andy Cole (L) attempts to shoot past Liverpool Stig 
Bjornebye (R), during their FA Carling Premiership match at the Old lYafford 
stadium which Manchester won by 2-0 goals (AFP photo) 


years. 

Ali, who wrestles with tbe 
debilitating Parkinson’s dis- 
ease, could only utter one 
word to his fans — “Hello". 

His wife Lonnie spoke for 
foe man himself who was 
invited to watch the final of 
the Australian rules football 
championship, one of foe 
highlights of tbe Australian 
sporting calendar. 

Lonnie said she and Ali 
were looking forward to the 
game because it was unlike 
anything they had seen 
before. 

“Muhammad is not taking 
sides in this show.” she said. 

“It will probably come 
down to whoever he is sit- 
ting with at the time and 
who they are cheering for.” 

He kissed girls, nursed a 
small boy, autographed box- 
ing gloves and boxing mag- 
azines with his face on the 
cover, posed for pho- 
tographs, shook hands and 
even shaped up to one 
young man in a mock box- 
ing stance of his former 
glory days. 

The 95.000 who will be at 
the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground on Saturday for the 
Grand Final between North 
Melbourne and Adelaide 
will get their chance to see 
‘The Greatest’ when he is 
driven around the ground in 
an open-top car. 

He will be presented with 
the keys to the city by Lord 
Mayor Ivan Deveson before 
Saturday's game. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 26, 1998 



Britain’s Greg Rusedski celebrates after beating India’s Leander Paes in five sets 
during the first match of the Davis Cup at the Nottingham Tennis Centre (AFP 
photo) 


Courier to sit out U.S.-ltaly 
Davis Cup semi-final 


MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 
(AFP) — Former World No. 
1 Jim Courier will be noth- 
ing niore than a [lucky 
charm this weekend when 
'the United States faces Italy 
in tbe best-of-five Davis 
Cup semi-finals. 

Courier, the hero of the 
Americans' opening-round 
victory over Russia, failed 
to make his way into cap- 
tain Tom Gullikson "s line- 


He withdrew from last 
month’s U.S. Open due to a 
"dead arm" and was report- 
ed fo be considering retire- 
ment. 

But he agreed to return to 
Davis Cup duty after Andre 
Agassi and Pete Sampras 
both made themselves 
unavailable. 

Courier's inactivity and 
lack of match preparation, 
however, ultimately led to 
Gullikson's decision to go 
with Davis Cup rookie Jan- 
Michael Gambill and Davis 
Cup veteran Todd Martin in 
the singles. 

“He hasn’t had much 
match competition in quite 
a while,” said Gullikson. 
“It was basically that issue 
of match toughness for 
sure.” 

Gambill will face Italy’s 
Andrea Gaudenzi in the 
opening singles match and 
Martin will , follow against 
Davide Sanguinetti on 
Friday at Milwaukee Arena. 

Martin and Justin 
Girnelstob will team in dou- 
bles against Gaudenzi and 
Diego Nargiso on Saturday 
and the reverse singles will 
be held Sunday. 

Courier, who rallied to 
defeat the big-hitting Marat 
Safin in the thrilling fifth 
and deciding match against 
Russia in April, was a sur- 
prise selection when the 
U.S, team was announced 
two weeks ago. 

Courier's 15-8 lifetime 
mark in Davis Cup and the 
U.S. team’s perfect 12-0 
mark with him on the team 


convinced Gullikson to set 
aside one of the four berths 
on the squad. However, it 
appears Courier will be the 
only one of the four not to 
see action this weekend. 

“Jim is a great leader." 
said Gullikson. “He sets a 
good tone with his work 
ethic and his commitment 
and he is a great team guy. 
He loves being part of the 
team and the team — the 
young guys can learn a lot 
from him both on and off 
the court" 

‘7 haven't gotten any 
matches under ray belt since 
Cincinnati," explained 
Courier. 

“We have had a talk about 
it. Jan-Michael has been 
playing. He played pretty 
well in the U.S. Open and 
has got a bit more match 
toughness than I do right 
now, so he is the guy we are 
going with. We have a lot of 
confidence in him and I will 
be on the bench hopefully 
pulling him through.” 

Gambill, a practice part- 
ner for the U.S. squad in 
this year’s opening round 
and quarterfinals, has the 
tough task of drawing the ■ 
opening match and the fifth 

— and potentially decisive 

— match on Sunday. 

“I am just going to go out 
tomorrow and play my best 
tennis," said Gambill, 
downplaying the impor- 
tance of the opening match. 

“Whether it’s the first or 
second match I don’t think 
really matters to me that 
much. I'll just go out and 
play each point the best I 
can and do the best out 
there.” 

The 20-year-old Gambill 
is having his best season 
since turning professional 
in 1995. He reached his first 
tour semi-final in the Super 
Nine event at Indian Wells. 
California, and the quarter- 
finals at Scottsdale. 
Arizona, and San Jose, 
California. 

Gambill reached tbe third 


round at the U.S. Open, los- 
ing to Spain’s Carlos Moya 
in five sets.; After starting ; 
the year ranked 227th. in the 
world, he has vaulted to his 
current No. 50. 

Martin is 10-2 in Davis 
Cup singles and 2-3 in dou- 
bles. He teamed with 
Courier in doubles to seal 
the quarter-final win over 
Belgium. 

Girnelstob, a former colle- 
giate standout, has served as 
a practice partner for the 
U.S. team the last rwo 
years. This year, the 21- 
year-old New Jersey native 
won two Grand Slam mixed 
doubles titles with Venus 
Williams and won two 
men's doubles titles. 

This will be the first time 
since 1993 that two U.S. 
players will make their 
Davis Cup debut in the 


same tie. 


The selection of two new- 
comers came about when 
Sampras, Agassi and 
Michael Chang made it 
clear they would not com- 
pete. 

Sampras, who has been 
critical of Davis Cup sched- 
uling in the past, and Chang 
turned down the chance to 
compete. 

Agassi, ranked eighth in 
the world and a Davis Cup 
stalwart, declared himself 
unavailable to play because 
of a scheduling conflict. His 
charity foundation’s annual 
benefit takes place in Las 
Vegas on Saturday. 
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Aussies 

take 

lead 

in Davis 

Cup 

clash 


TOWNSVILLE (AFP) — 
Australia's Jason 

Stoltenberg awoke from a 
first-set slumber to give 
Australia a 2-0 lead 
against Uzbekistan in their 
Davis Cup World Group 
qualifying tie here Friday. 

Stoltenberg struggled for 
confidence and timing to 
lose two of his opening 
three service games against 
Vadim Kutsenko before 
finding his feet to win 7-5. 
6-1, 6-0. 

He fought back to reach 
5-5 in tbe opening set 
before reeling off seven 
straight games against-tfre. 
249th-ranked Kutsenko^. ^ 

The Uzbek stepped^ 
rot to win a game and milker 
it 5-1 in the seconc^MF- 
Stoltenberg was inV hg^: 
stride and won another ’ 
seven straight games’ 
close the match. . . 

Earlier World No. 2 Pat 
Rafter, in his first game 
since winning the U.S. 
Open, beat 254th-ranked 
Oleg Ogorodov 6-3, 6-3,6- 
4 in front of a capacity 
4,900 crowd at ;!-jjhe 
Townsville Entertainment 
Centre. -J& ’ 

The Queenslander^ was 
tested in the opening set by 
the strong backhand of 
Ogorodov, but with foe 
first set under his belt. 
Rafter seemed to blow 
away the cobwebs from-his 
two-week break and 
scrolled to victory. 

In Saturday’s doubles - 
rubber, Todd Woodbridge 
and Mark Woodforde take 
on Ogorodov and Dmitri 
Tomashevich. 


Camara 
takes 
Marseille 
into 2nd 
spot 


PARIS (AFP) — Marseille 
went second in the French 
first division on Thursday 
following a tear-laden 2-0 
win at Corsican side Bastia. 

The winning goal came 
from Aboubacar Camara, 
who collapsed into floods of. 
tears after finally scoring fol- 
lowing a string of bad miss- 
es. 

The much-criticised 

Guinean striker, struggling to 
remain in Marseille’s star- 
laden line-up, missed twice 
when put through on his own 
with only the goalkeeper to 
beat but made certain with bis 
third effort. 

He fell to the ground with 
his head in his hands in relief 
after his 67th minute clinch- 
er and was substituted shortly 
afterwards, still crying with 
joy. 

The first goal after 36 min- 
utes came from French inter- 
national Robert Pires. The 
midfielder ran into tbe ana 
down foe right chann el and 
then beat the goalkeeper on 
the near post 

The win gave Marseille 15 
points from seven games, one 
point behind Bordeaux who 
play Rennes on Friday. 

In Thursday’s other match, 
Auxerre and Toulouse drew 
0 - 0 . 
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FIFA to ban Super 
League clubs — Blatter 
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ZURICH (AFP) — FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter 
warned on Friday that he 
would suspend any clubs 
who sign up for the pro- 
posed privately-backed 
Super League. 

Blatter, speaking after an 
executive meeting of the 
world governing body, 
stressed that FIFA would 
take a tough line against any 
attempt to break up the 
•■family of football". 

A FIFA spokesman said 
later that any suspension, 
which FIFA would call on 
national soccer federations 
to impose, would prevent a 
team from playing in their 


national league or any con- 
tinental cup competition. 

The Super League, seen 
as , a direct challenge to 
existing European competi- 
tions, has been proposed by 
Media Partners, a Milan- 
based consultancy. 

They aim to replace the 
three official cup competi- 
tions run by European gov- 
erning body UEFA with a 
midweek Super League of 
36 teams and a Pro Cup 
with 96 clubs from 5 1 coun- 
tries, starring in 2000-2001. 

The main plank of the 
Super League proposal is to 
take competition ownership 
away from UEFA and hand 


it over to the teams 
involved. 

The new competitions, 
according to Media 
Partners, would generate 
around (wo billion dollars a 
year in television rights over 
the first six years, compared 
to $500 million a year from 
UEFA’s Champions 

League, European Cup 
Winners Cup and UEFA 
Cup. 

Clubs involved in break- 
away discussions include 
Juventus, AC Milan, 
Manchester United, 

Arsenal, Bayern Munich 
and Paris St Germain. 
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Finnish Formula One driver Mika Hakkinen of McLaren-Mercedes during the 
free practice before the Luxembourg Grand Prix on the Nurburgring racetrack 
on Friday. Hakkinen, level on $0 points with German Ferrari driver Michael 
Schumacher with just two races to go, clocked one minute 19.689 seconds, the 
fastest time of the session for Sunday’s race. Schumacher timed 1:20.461 for 
fourth place, also behind Italian Flsichella and Canadian Villeneuve (AFP photo) 


Princess Cup 

Tanasugarn beats Frazier to 
challenge Seles in semis 



TOKYO (AFP) — Thai ace 
Tamarine Tanasugarn used a 
favourable wind to beat 
Amy Frazier on Friday and 
earn a semi-final berth 
against Monica Seles in the 
$450,000 Princess Cup ten- 
nis tournament. 

Tanasugarn, having played 
her previous two matches in 
windy conditions on outside 
courts, chalked up a 6- 1 , 6-3 
win over the American who 
struggled with strong winds 
over the centre court. 

In the semi-finals 
Saturday Tanasugarn will 
challenge defending cham- 
pion Seles of the United 
States, who breezed past 
Julie HaJard-Decugis of 
France 6-2, 6-1. 

“It was wry windy today 
and it was very difficult for 
both of us, so 1 just tried to 
hang in there and hit the ball 
into the court. I played safe 
today, not hitting a lot of 
unforced errors,” said 
Tanasugarn, 21. 

Frazier, who played her 
first two matches with the 
roof closed at the centre 
court due to rain, committed 
numerous errors in the first 
set and was one set and 0-2 
down when she got used to 
the windy conditions. 

Frazier hit a couple of ser- 
vice return winners to break 
the sixth game for 3-3, but it 
was to late for her to turn the 
wave round as Tanasugarn 
took the following three 
close games in succession. 

Tanasugarn lost her only 
previous meeting with 
Frazier in August. 

“It’s my first tournament 
that I've done pretty well to 
Japan, I was always here 
since juniors. I feel great, l 
just play my best and have 
ton and enjoy.” said 

Tanasugarn, who also 

achieved a doubles semi- 
final berth with Elena 

Ukhovtseva of Russia 

Thursday. 

Seles hit three doubles 
faults to lose her service 
game in the seventh game of 
toe first set But she was 
never seriously in trouble to 
her 53-minute battle, having 
won this typhoon-season 
tournament four times 
before. 


“It was so windy and 
swirling. My previous 
matches and my doubles 
match, I played indoors. It’s 
like a different tournament,” 
said Seles. 

“I knew 1 had to raise a lit- 
tle bit my level today 
because Julie has been play- 
ing some good tennis this 
summer, she had some good 
wins. 

“I just wanted to come out 
there and play ray game and 
today I was really good at 


that." added the second 
seed. 

French Open champion 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
stayed in form to beat 
Russian teenage sensation 
Anna Koumikova 6-3, 6-2. 

The top-seeded Spaniard 
was champion here in 1994. 
It was her second straight 
win over Koumikova fol- 
lowing her U.S. Open fourth 
round win after losing three 
limes in a row. 


2 DELUXE APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

1 Each consists of 3 bedrooms, L-shaped salon, American 
kitchen, dining and 2 bathrooms. Central healing. 
, electricity and water is independent. 

I Location: Near Al Ahlia Abela. opposite the Romanian 
Embassy. 

For more information please call Tel.: 5681603 


FOR RENT 
FURNISHED APARTMENT (ROOF) 

Third floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 2 bathrooms, 

big terrace, telephone line, central heating, lift 

Location: Urn Utheina, Balqis Street, overlooking Amman. 

Please call: 5527956 


JORDAN FAST CLEAN 
WOW 50% DISCOUNT!! 

Marble polishing, dry cleaning for rugs, carpets and 
furniture. We also clean and disinfect water tanks. 
Free demonstration. 

Jabal Amman, Tel.: 4659504, 
079/34566,079/51710 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE ROYAL JORDANIAN 
ARABIAN HORSE SOCIETY 

is pleased to announce the 10th annual “Festival of the 
Arabian Horse at Home," from Sept. 29 to Oct. 2. The fes- 
tival features in hand and ridden classes from 9 a.m. until 
early evening at the Royal Stables, Al Hummar on Sept. 
29, 30 and Oct. 2 with International entries and judges, 
and on Oct. 1 only purebred Arabian Horse racing at the 
Royal Race Club in Tuneib. Refreshments, snacks and 

amenities are available daily on site. 

A judges’ course will be held on the two days following the 
show also at the Royal Stables. 

For further details please contact the Royal 
Stables TeL: 5342104, 5348123. 

Spectators are alt wetcome 


Kaiserslautern 
aim for 
revenge 


COLOGNE (AFP) — 
German league champions 
Kaiserslautern get a chance 
for revenge when they face 
Bochum in the Bundesliga on 
Saturday. 

Kaiserslautern face 

Bochum for the second time 
in five days offer losing 10 
them on penalties in the 
German Cup in midweek. 

Coach Otto Rehhagel was 
criticised for the loss because 
he rested half a dozen key 
players. 

An unknown from 
Bochum's amateur ranks, 
Sebastian Schin dzie lortz, 
scored the decisive penalty for 
his injury-hit side. 

Used to playing in the 
fourth division, 

Schindzielortz has a good 
chance of playing against the 
champions again on Saturday 
as Bochum tty to scratch 
together enough players. 

Kaiserslautern are currently 
third on the table, five points 
behind leaders Bayern 
Munich, but already captain 
Ciriaco Sforza is demanding 
that new players be bought to 
bolster the side. 

Uwc Rosier, who switched 
to Kaiserslautern from 
English second division club 
Manchester Gty in the off 
season, will miss this week- 
end’s game because of a 
jarred back picked up on 
Tuesday evening. 

Celebrating their best start 
in 30 years, second-placed 
1860 Munich host Hertha 
Berlin on Saturday but are 
realistic about their chances of 
staying near the top — espe- 
cially offer they were booted 
out of the German Cup mid- 
week by second division side 
Fortuna Dusseldorf. 

Bayern Munich may be 
feeling dizzy from all their 
travel in the last two weeks. 
They have gone from a 
Champions League match in 
Denmark to opposite ends of 
Germany for another four 
Cup and league games in that 
time. On Saturday, they go 
back north to Werdor Bremen. 

The gruelling schedule has 
taken its toll and captain 
Thomas Helmer, Mario 
Basler and Alexander Zickler 
will all be missing. 

Schalke and Bayer 
Leverkusen, who both exited 
from the Cup in midweek, 
meet on Saturday eager to 
restore some pride. 

Schalke, in particular, have 
failed to impress this season 
and dissastisfaction is grow- 
ing among the team with the 
style of Huub Stevens’ coach- 
ing. 


7th Arab Cup finals 

Jordan defeat Libya 2-1 , 
aim for win over Qatar 

S. Arabia beat Algeria as Sudan upset Morocco 


By a Staff Reporter 

JORDAN PLAY hosts 
Qatar Saturday in their sec- 
ond match at the 7th Arab 
Cup finals currently under- 
way to Doha, Qatar, with 12 
teams taking part. 

The Kingdom’s team will 
be aiming for an outright 
win as they seek to clinch 
the sole qualifying berth 
from Group 1 and move to 
the second round after they 
eliminated Libya 2-1 to 
their first match. 

Qatar also have the same 
chance. They have one win 
in hand after their own 2-1 
win over Libya in the tour- 
nament’s opening match. 

Meanwhile, Syria will be 
hoping to keep their chances 
alive when they meet 
Kuwait in Saturday’s earlier 
match. 

Kuwait’s qualifying 
chances were bolstered after 
they eliminated rideholders 
Egypt over the weekend fol- 
lowing a 4-1 win. 

Egypt, and the rest of 
North African countries 
have entered their Olympic 
team rather than national 
teams in the competition. 

On Friday, Saudi Arabia 
scored a convincing 3-0 win 
over Algeria while Sudan 
scored a major 2-1 upset 
over Morocco. 

The Saudi lineup featured 
most starts of their World 
Cup team. For Sudan, their 
win was a first to their inau- 
gural Arab Cup. They will 
next play the UAE who had 
lost 1-0 to Morocco. 

Teams playing in the SepL 
22 -Ocl 1 finals have been 
divided into four groups: 

Group l: Jordan, Libya, 
Qatar 

Group 2: Egypt. Kuwait, 
Syria 

Group 3: Morocco, the 
UAE, Sudan 

Group 4: Saudi Arabia, 
Algeria, Lebanon. 

Tbe top team to each 
group will qualify to the 
second round where the 
winners advance to the 
finals and the losers play for 
third and fourth places. 

The Arab Soccer 



Egypt's Ayman Ramadan (L). fries to stop Kuwait's Bachar Abdullah in 
Doha, during their 7th Arab Cup. Kuwait won 4-1 (AFP photo) 


Federation will present cash 
awards to the top four 
teams: $40,000 for the 
champion, $30,000 for the 
runner up, and $20,000 for 
the third and fourth-placed 
teams. 

Jordan has taken part to all 
past six Arab Cups since the 
championship first kicked 
off to 1963. The Kingdom 
achieved the best result in 
the 5th Cup hosted in 
Amman where Jordan took 
fourth place. 

The Kingdom’s team has 


played h total of 21 Arab 
Cup matches winning only 
three, drawing to three and 
losing 15 matches. 

Throughout the past six 
Arab Cups, Jordan scored 
only 13 goals while allow- 
ing 51 to. 

Iraq are the four time title- 
holders. Tunisia and Egypt 
have won it once each, 
while Syria are three time 
runners-up. 

Jordan had qualified to the 
Arab Cup finals after bear- 
ing Lebanon 2-0, drawing 


1-1 with Palestine, and los- 
ing to Syria 3-0 in the pre- 
liminaries held in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 

The Jordanian team had 
training camps to Aqaba, 
Egypt, and Yugoslavia. 

Meanwhile, Premier 
League matches have been 
put on hold pending the 
return of the national team, 
w'hile the Jordan Football 
Association Shield is cur- 
rently underway with team 
lineups missing their nation- 
al ream players. 


PENTHOUSE 

FOR RENT IN SHMEISAN! 
LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 
GENERAL INFORMATION OFFICER 

The British Council is Britain's principal agency for cultur- 
al relations abroad. It exists in 109 countries around the 
world to promote cultural, educational and technical coop- 
eration between Britain and other countries. 

Duties for the above vacancy include sustaining an envi- 
ronment in the front-of-house area consistent with a wel- 
coming, dynamic and well informed contemporary British 
bilateral agency and responding, efficiently and effective- 
ly, to enquiries made by the public about the activities and 
facilities of the British Council. 

Applicants should be fluent in both Arabic and English, 
have excellent administrative and interpersonal skills and 
be able to work effectively under pressure. A university 
degree and excellent IT skills are prerequisites. 

Short listed candidates will be required to sit English lan- 
guage and computer competency tests. 


Please send your CV to: 
The Manager of Exchanges 
The British Council 
P.O. Box 634, Amman 11118 
Fax: 4656413 


Closing date for receipt of 
applications Is 30 September 1998. 


THE 

BRITISH COUNCIL 
IS AN EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER 



ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED BY JORDAN UNIVERSITY 
OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
MOBILE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT & FURNITURE FOR 
KING ABDULLAH HOSPITAL PROJECT 

Jordan University of Science & Technology has decided to extend 
the deadlines for submission of bids to be as the following: 


Tender No. 

Closing date 

19, 20, 33/98 

Monday 9/11/1998 

21,22, 23/98 

Tuesday 1 0/1 1/1 998 

24, 25, 26, 27/98 

Wednesday 11/11/98 

28, 29, 30, 31/98 

Sunday 15/11/1998 

32, 34, 35, 38/98 

Tuesday 17/11/1998 

36, 37, 39/98 

Wednesday 18/11/1998 

40, 41, 42, 43/98 

Saturday 21/11/1998 

44, 45, 46, 47/98 

Sunday 22/11/1998 

48, 49, 50/98 

Monday 23/1 1/1 998 

51,52, 53/98 

Tuesday 24/11/1998 

17, 18, 54/98 

Wednesday 25/1 1/1 998 


Opening of bids will be at 1 1 :00 noon at the dates mentioned 
above. 

Prof. Bassam Snobar 

University Vice President 

Chairman, General Tenders Committee. 
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Mashhad (ap> — More 

“an 10,000 soldiers took 
m a military parade in 
mjs holy city near the 
Afghan border Friday in a 
show of force meant to warn 
Afghanistan's Taleban mili- 
tia. 

The parade — and similar 
ones in the capital Tehran 
and Taibad, the closest 
Iranian town to Afghanistan 
-p came amid rising ten- 
sions between Iran and the 
Taleban over lasr month's 
murder of Iranian diplomats 
by Taleban fighters. 

in Tehran, the newly 
developed Shahab-3 missile 
with a 1300-kilometre 
range capable of reaching 
Israel was displayed on a 
launcher as thousands of 
soldiers paraded with 
artillery, anti-aircraft guns 
and armoured personnel 
carriers. 

The four-hour march in 
Mashhad's main square, 
attended by Defence 
Minister Ali Sh amkhani and 
other senior officials, 
showed off dozens of tanks 
and personnel carriers as 
U.S.-made F-4 and F-5 jet 
fighters and Cobra heli- 
copters flew overhead. 

“If any enemy wants to do 
mischief against our coun- 
try, they should know that 
they are playing with the tail 
of the lion,” an announcer 
said during the parade. “We 
will throw them in history's 
garbage.” 

S hamkhani , a navy rear 
admiral, told the troops and 
thousands of Iranian specta- 
tors that Iran was hying to 
avoid war and would rather 
use its might against what 
Iran views as the real 
enemy, Israel. 

‘Today, Iran, with its 
powerful military forces, is 
completely ready to defend 
its national security... but 
we hope with the patience 
of Iranian officials we won't 
use this readiness against 



Khatami warns of force 


if Afghan diplomacy fails 


Women from the Iranian mobilisation forces take part in a parade in Tehran on Friday to 
mark the 18th anniversary of the outbreak of the war with Iraq. President Mohammad 
Khatami addressed crowds at the parade and said Iran was ready to use force if diplo- 
macy failed to ease the tension with neighbouring Afghanistan ( AP photo ) 


Exchange of ambassadors in ‘a very short time 9 


LONDON (AFP) — A top British diplomat said Friday that an exchange of ambassadors 
would happen in “a very short time" between Iran and Britain. 

Derek Fatcbett, minister of state at the Foreign Office, expects to visit Tehran in the next 
few weeks and a reciprocal visit is “definitely on the cards,” he said at a press conference. 

Asked about Salman Rushdie's safety, Fatchett added: ‘i am confident he is safe from the 
Iranians and we are very confident that the Iranians were speaking with authority." 

Iran and Britain agreed Thursday to exchange ambassadors for the first time since 19S9 
after Tehran rejected a bounty placed on author Salman Rushdie's head. 

The breakthrough after years of strained relations came at a meeting between British 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook and Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi, when Tehran 
removed the last obstacle to improving relations that had soured over the Rushdie affair. 


anyone except the occupy- 
ing Zionist regime," 
Shamkhani said. 

Mashhad, which is 900 
kilometres northeast of 
Tehran, is home to the 
shrine of Imam Reza, an 
important Shiite Muslim 
saint. The American aircraft 
that flew over the parade are 
left over from the U.S.- 
Iranian alliance before the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

Friday's parades came 
amid growing demands for 


vengeance by Iranian 
demonstrators. Iran has sent 
tens of thousands of troops 
to areas near the Afghan 
border, and the Taleban says 
it has moved 20,000 troops 
to the border to defend 
against attack. 

Tensions between the two 
countries has risen since the 
Taleban overran the city of 
Mazar-e-Sharif in northern 
Afghanistan on Aug. 8 and 
killed nine Iranian diplo- 
mats posted there and an 


Iranian journalist. 

The Taleban has returned 
the bodies of six Iranians to 
Tehran and has released 10 
Iranian captives. Iran is 
demanding freedom for 50 
more Iranian drivers it says 
the Taleban is holding. 

Iran says the drivers were 
delivering humanitarian 
goods, but the Taleban 
claim they were bringing 
military supplies to Afghan 
factions fighting against the 
Taleban. 


TEHRAN (R) — President 
Mohammad Khatami said on 
Friday Iran would continue to 
work through diplomatic 
channels to ease tension with 
Afghanistan but was ready to 
use force if diplomacy failed. 

“Our policy is convergence 
and defusing tensions... but 
implementation of this policy 
relies on having powerful 
armed forces," Khatami said 
at a ceremony in Tehran 
attended by top military com- 
manders. 

The president, in his first 
public remarks since returning 
from New York where he 
addressed the United Nations 
General Assembly on 
Monday, was speaking at 
commemorations of Sacred 
Defence Week when Iranians 
remember the start of the 
198G-SS war with Iraq. 

"Wfe do our best through 
diplomatic channels to fight 
all the elements that cause ten- 
sion but our nation and our 
armed forces are always 
ready to punish these elements 
if diplomacy Ms," he said on 
a dais in Tehran's Azadi 
(Freedom) Square decked 
with flowers and portraits of 
military commanders killed in 
the war. 

Flanked by commanders of 
the army, navy, air force and 
Revolutionary Guards, 
Khatami said: ‘Today, in the 
oppressed Afghanistan, the 
rule of a reactionary, violent 
and dogical group is creating 
grounds for turmoil in the 
whole region." 

“But our logical policy has 
led to the isolation of this reac- 
tionary group in die interna- 
tional community... we hope 
that this will punish the rogue 
group but we have the right to 


punish the aggressors with 
force if we fail to provide 
peace in the region through 
normal means.” 

Tension between the two 
neighbours increased after the 
killing in Afghanistan last 
month of Iranian diplomats 
and a journalist, which the 
Taleban said was carried out 
by a renegade group of its 
fighters. Jr has promised to 
punish them. 

Iran’s judiciary chief 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi 
told a Friday prayers gathering 
at Tehran University: ‘The 
murderers of our diplomats 
and our journalist should defi- 
nitely be put on trial." 

“We will not let go of this 
issue. We call on international 
organisations and related gov- 
ernments to bring the perpe- 
trators of this crime to the judi- 
ciary, to either international or 
Iranian courts," be said. 

Iran has massed thousands 
of armed fences on its eastern 
border with Afghanistan in a 
show of force with the Afghan 
Taleban over the killings . It 
also says the Taleban should 
release dozens of Iranians it 
still holds. 

A spokesman for the mili- 
tary exercises said on 
Thursday that the army had 
completed an operation to 
move 200,000 troops and 
equipment, including tanks 
and artillery, to the area of the 
manoeuvres, where another 
70,000 Revolutionary Guards 
are also stationed after recent 


ened jihad — holy war — if 
Iranian forces invaded tte 


war games. 

Islamic scholars in 
Afghanistan on Thursday 
urged restraint on the purist 
Sunni Muslim Taleban in its 
showdown with predominant- 
ly Shiite Iran. But they threat- 


country. 

Khatami said the war with 
Iraq, in which up to a million 
people were killed or wound- 
ed on both sides, was the sec- 
ond longest war of the century 
after Vietnam. 

Iraq said on Thursday it 
hoped relations with Iran, 
estranged for two decades, 
would strengthen soon. 

‘There is a reality and there 
is ambition in Iraq- Iran rela- 
tions. The reality is that rela- 
tions are not up to ambitions 
but they will help both Iraq 
and Iran to do better;" Iraqi 
Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan said during a visit to 
a border checkpoint 

Iranian troops, some in com- 
bat fatigues, others in dress 
unif orm , broke into a stiff- 
legged goose-step as they 
sai nted Khatami in a ceremo- 
nial march pas on Friday. 
Wounded veterans of the war 
with Iraq paraded in wheel- 
chairs. 

A phalanx of women in 
black chadors, the all-enydop- 
ing dress worn by traditional 
Muslim women in Iran, toting 
Kalashnikov assault rifles 
with red carnations in the bar- 
rels, also marched by. They 
were members of the basij, a 
volunteer militia commanded 
by the Revolutionary Guards. 

Supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, commander- 
in-chief of ban’s armed 
forces, was not present 

Troops also inarched in 
Mashhad, capital of Khorasan 
province bordering 

A fghanistan, Zahedan, close 
to tiie Afghan and Pakistan 
borders, and other Iranian 
cities. 


Norwegian 
fisherman secures 
cigarettes lifeline 


OSLO (AFP) — A 

Norwegian fisherman has 
sewn 40 cigarettes and a 
tighter into (be lining 0 f his 
fishing vessel's lifeboat, after 
an accident a few years ago left 
him adrift for 18 hours without 
smokes, the newspaper 

F&dertaDdsvennen reported 
Friday. “It’s one thing id be 
drifting at sea, but without 
smokes it’s much worse,” 54- 
year old Jan Pettereen said, 
adding: “Cigarettes are more 
: in ai 


emergency situation. 

Peitersen told the newspaper a 
submarine pulled his fishing 
smack to the bottom of the sea. 
several years ago. Everything 
happened so quickly he didn't 
have time to grab his ciga- 
rettes. 


Judge rules 
attending 
Janet concert 
important 1 


COLUMBUS (AP) — 
Getting a ticket to Janet 
Jackson’s concert was the easy 
pore Attending was a bit mere 
difficult for Timothy Bryant 
Bryant, who is under boose 
arrest on tax charges, had to 
get a court cider to atteridtbe 
singer's concert Thursday.-Bc 
can only leave home to go to 
woik and run important 
errands. Other trips mutt be 
approved in advance by US. 
Magistrate Mark AbeL Bryant, 
who bought Ins ticket five 
months ago. asked defence 
attorney Victor Merulk) to try 
to get him pemrisskm Id 
attend. “He must be quite a 
fan," Merullo said. “At first, I 
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German jailed on suspicion of passing nuclear secrets to Iraq 

Agencies 


A FORMER German engineer sus- 
pected of selling nuclear know-how 
to Iraq was jailed Friday, a day after 
he was arrested as he stepped off a 
plane in Frankfurt, court sources said. 

A Munich judge ordered Karl- 
Heinz Schaab, 63, jailed after Scbaab 
arrived from Sao Paolo, where he had 
been living for more than a year. 

He was named in an international 
arrest warrant on charges of selling 
plans for the construction of cen- 
trifuges for enriching uranium for 
two million marks ($1.1 million). 

The daily Bild newspaper quoted 
his lawyer Michael Rietz as saying 
Schaab returning to Germany volun- 
tarily, knowing he would be arrested, 
because he wanted ro see his 96-yeor- 
old terminally ill mother again and 


“come clean -with his past” 

He had been arrested in Rio de 
Janeiro in December 1996, but was 
released after six months when 
Brazilian authorities rejected an 
extradition request 
The Bild daily said Schaab was 
arrested by federal security officials 
after getting off the plane in 
Frankfurt. 

Schaab is suspected of having sup- 
plied Iraq with plans that helped 
Baghdad in its nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. Bild said, adding that the 
alleged sales took place prior to the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Meanwhile, international experts 
are to continue discussing Friday the 
results of laboratory tests of Iraqi 
missile remnants to analyse discrep- 
ancies in the findings. U.N. officials 
said. 


A total 14 scientists from all five 
U.N. Security Council countries — 
Britain, China, France, Russia and 
the United States — and Switzerland 
are attending a meeting here con- 
vened by the U.N. Special 
Commission, which opened on 
Thursday. 

The officials are examining the 
final results of tests carried out on SO 
samples of Iraqi missile warhead 
remnants by French and Swiss labo- 
ratories. 

The final results have hol yet been 
made public, but none of the Swiss 
tests, nor initial findings by the 
French laboratory showed any trace 
of VX nerve gas, contrary to an 
analysis by a U.S. army lab. 

U.N. Special Commission chief 
Richard Butler ordered the additional 
tests by France and Switzerland after 


protested the results of the U.S. 
ysis in July, which showed that 
the lethal chemical agent was present 
in 1 1 of 44 samples. 

The U.S. tests contradicted Iraqi 
assertions that Baghdad bad never 
succeeded in filling its A1 Hussein 
missile warheads with VX. Traces of 
nerve gas were found in 11 of 44 
samples. 

While the U.S. tests were a major 
political setback for Iraq in its attempt 
to ensure the lifting of an eight-year- 
old oil embargo, negative results from 
France and Switzerland would be a 
shot in the arm for Baghdad. 

Under U.N. resolutions, the U.N. 
weapons inspectors charged with 
Iraqi disarmament must certify die 
dismantling of all Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction before the oil 
embargo can be raised. 



Albright urges Tripoli to accept 
deal on Lockerbie suspects 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright urged 
Libya Thursday to accept 
the U.S. and British pro- 
posal to judge the two sus- 
pects in the Lockerbie 
bombing in the 
Netherlands. 

“There is nothing now to 
negotiate," she said. 
“Libya should accept its 
own proposal and now it is 
time for all of you to 
encourage Libya to say 
yes," she told the U.N. 
Security Council during a 
ministerial session on 
Africa. 

“We have done our part 


and it is now important for 
Libya to do its job ” 

Two Libyans are suspect- 
ed of masterminding the 
bombing of a Pan Am 
Right 103 that went down 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
in 1988, killing all 270 
aboard. 

The United States and 
Britain said on August 24 
that the trial of the sus- 
pects, Abdul Basset Alj AI 
Megrahi and AI Amine 
Khalifa Fhimafa, could take 
place in the Netherlands, a 
neutral country, as long as 
it took place according to 
Scottish law and before a 
Scottish court. 


Rushdie deal with Britain is a triumph for Khatami — analysts 



British author Salman Rushdie celebrates watched by Frances D'Sousa from 
the International Rushdie Defence Committee at a press conference in London 


TEHRAN (R) — The agreement between 
Britain and Iran over Salman Rushdie repre- 
sents a triumph for moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami in his straggle with 
die-hard veterans of the Islamic revolution 
for the soul of Iran, analysis said on Friday. 

But conservatives opposed to Khatami's 
policy of openness to the West could yet 
attempt to sabotage the deal announced in a 
statement issued by Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Khanazi is New York on Thursday, 
they said. 

In a landmark exchange with his British 
counterpart Robin Cook on the sidelines of 
the UN. General Assembly, Khanazi stated 
Iran's formal assurance that it would not seek 
to kill the British writer, who has lived under 
an Iranian death threat for alleged blasphemy 
agains t Islam for almost a decade. 

“The biggest step is the one taken by 
Britain. Iran has not changed its position sub- 
stantially,” one Iranian analyst said 
"The key was the perceived honesty of 
Khatami himself. It seems that when be puts 
his authority behind such things, the West is 
willing to take Iran's word for it." 

It was not always so. Iran had tried to reas- 
sure Britain previously by saying it would 
not send agents to cany out the death sen- 
tence issued in a faiwa (religious decree) by 
fiie spiritual leader of Iran's Islamic revolu- 
tion, Ayatollah RuhoDah Khomeini, shortly 
before his death in 1989. 

The fatwa was retribution for Rushdie's 
novel “The Satanic Verses," which Muslims 
said blasphemed against Islam. - 
Muslims had a duty to kill the Indian-born 
author if they could, it said A wealthy Iranian 
foundation not directly linked to the govern- 
ment put a $2 million bounty, increased last 
yea- to $2.5 miUion, on Rushdie’s head 
ftbmift scholars said the fatwa could only 
he rescinded by the person who decreed it 
and since he was dead, file death order 
would stand forevet 

Tb- government of Iran’s reward for pub- 
jjgjy dissociating itself from the fatwa is the 
operng of the way to closer coqwation 
jjetween London and Tehran, with the- 


Friday (AP photo) 

exchange of ambassadors as the first tangible 
step. 

The risk ro Rushdie, who is protected 
around the clock by armed British police, has 
diminished but remains real The S2J mil- 
lion reward for killing him has not been with- 
drawn. 

“We will see whether, in the coming days 
and weeks, someone will uy to sabotage the 
deal by coming out with a statement," an ana- 
lyst said 

“It probably won’t happen because they 
wouldn't have taken a step like this without 
the acquiescence of the hardliners.” 

No mention of the Rushdie affair was 
made on Friday in the sermon at weekly 
payers at Tehran University, traditionally a 
platform for political prcircimeeraents. 

A key test will be next February — lOtfi 
anniversary of the fatwa — when there are 
usually proclamations that it should be car- 
ried OUL 

in the meantime, Khatami remains locked 
in a power straggle with conservatives who 


still control such key levers of power as the 
armed forces, parliament and the judiciary. 

The president a Shi'ite Muslim clergyman 
with impeccable revolutionary credentials 
but a softer line on the development of die 
Islamic republic and its dealings with the 
West swept conservatives aside in last year's 
election. 

Nearly 70 per cent of voters put him in 
power with aspirations, especially among 
young people and women, for change and 
relief from the harsher realities of the revolu- 
tion. 

The president remains popular. Western 
diplomats in Tehran say. although some of 
his initiatives to promote his vision of a civil 
society within the rule of law have been frus- 
trated by conservatives worried dial this 
would mean the dilution of Islamic revolu- 
tionary principles. 

Britain’s Cook said on Friday that London 
sought to support modernising elements in 
Iran and “make sure that these first signs of 
glasnost are rewarded and encouraged." 


Rushdie’s next book: Life under death threat 


LONDON (R) — A jubilant 
Salman Rushdie on Friday said 
his next book was likely to relate 
his experiences during the 
decade he spent hiding from an 
Iranian death threat. 

L Tve always wanted to write 
about this matter and I always 
felt the time to write about it was 
when I knew what the last chap- 
ter was," he told a packed news 
conference the day after Britain 
and Iran struck a deal to help 
ensure his security. 

think that time might be 
very close and it’s a very hot 
story and most of you don’t 
know it, so I look forward to 
telling it,” he said. 

The book would chart 
Rushdie's descent into his own 
personal hell in February 1989 
when Iran's then supreme 
leader, the late Ayatollah 
RuhoUah Khomeini, issued a 
fatwa, or religious edict, con- 
demning the author to death for 
blasphemy against Islam in his 
book The Satanic Verses.” 

Rushdie and his backers cam- 
paigned tirelessly against the 
fatwa for almost a decade, say- 
ing there was much more at 
stake than the travails of a single 
author. 

“Some incredibly important 
things were being fought for 
here.. Jhe freedom of the imagi- 
nation. the great, overwhelming, 
overarching question of free- 
dom of speeds, the right of 
human beings to walk down the 
streets of their own country 
without fear.” the Indian-bom 
writer said. 

Rushdie, 51, was lionised for 


his 1981 novel “Midnight’s 
Children" but the fatwa 
destroyed much of his hitherto 
comfortable life. He was given 
permanent police protection and 
forced to move dozens of times 
from one safe house to another. 

“It's an extraordinary thing to 
see people walking down the 
streets of foreign cities, carrying 
your picture with the eyes poked 
out and calling for your death,” 
be said 

Shordy after the fatwa was 
declared Rushdie's second wife. 
US. writer Marianne Wiggins, 
left: him. He has since married 
again and has a son by his new 
companion, who has not been 
publicly identified, as well as a 
son by his first marriage. 

Their support far me las 
been the crucial factor which 
has allowed me to survive this," 
he said 

Rushdie said one of the most 
worrying things he had to 
endure was the climate of fear 
which his presence created. 

British Airways still refuses to 
cany him as a passenger. 

And plans to hold Friday’s 
news conference in a local 
design centre were scrapped 
when someone else in the build- 
ing protested. 

During his time under die 
tfearfr threat, he slowly began to 
emerge from behind his screen 
and sometimes turned up unex- 
pectedly at London dinner par- 
ties. Later be turned up for book 
signings and even attended soc- 
cer matches. 

“I’ve been gradually reclaim- 
ing al] kinds of freedoms over 


these years. Rushdie said. 

“Normality is a very simple 
thing, yet it’s the thing I’ve been 
denied. Spontaneity, to make 
one’s own decision without 
referring to anyone else. To do 
something at the precise 
moment you feel like doing it, 
such as going for a walk,” he 
said 

The author, who kept writing 
during bis seclusion and pub- 
lished a couple of books, bub- 
bled with enthusiasm. 

“When l woke up this morn- 
ing it was very exciting. There 
was the residual fear I would 
switch on the television and dis- 
cover it wasn’t true, so of course 

I switched on the television and 
fortunately there had been no 
alteration,” be said 

“It does seem as though the 
[British-Iranian! agreement is 
solid and that gives me great 
happiness," he added thanking 
successive British governments 
for their support and also file 
teams of bodyguards who never 
left his side. 

Rushdie said be did not regret 
The Satanic Verses" and bris- 
tled when asked whether he 
would apologise for having 

written it or bow to demands to 
have it removed from book- 
stores. 

There is not a chance in tell 

of die book bong withdrawn. 

We have not fought a battle 
for freedom of speech to give in 
at the last moment,” be said 

AH he wants now is to return 
to the life of a writs: 

“What I’m saying is: End of 
stray. Time fra - the next stray." 


thought riling a motion would 
be inappropriate. But then l 
thought, Why not?'" 

German 
trampet-maker 
wants to patent 
Lewinsky name 

LUEBECK fAFP) — Three 
Germans want to make money 
out of the Monica Lewinsky 
affair. They’ve applied to the 
German patents office for 
exclusive rights to ha r name. 
Manfred Arnrein, Heinrich 
Wagner and Jens Alwert, from 
Luebeck in northern Germany, 
want to use the brand names 
“Monica Lewinsky 1 ' and 
“Monica L” What they hope 
to sell remains unclear, howev- 
er: 

Jim Carrey 
injured during 
wrestling scene 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Actor Jim Carrey was sligbfy 
injured by a professional 
wrestler on the set of his new 
film. “Man on the MoooT 
which depicts the life of anoth- 
er comic who died in a 
wrestling stunt Carrey was 
taken Tuesday to the California 
Hospital Medical Cerate and 
released soon after He was 
scheduled to resume filming 
the story of the late comedian 
Andy Kaufman this wedc 
According to Eric Gold, the 
actor’s manager, the incident 

occurred after Carrey spat at the 

face of Jerry ‘The Kir®" 

Lawla-, the professional 
wrestler, as Kaufman had done 
years ago. 

McCartney squashes 
rumours of being ‘a 
secret meal-eater* 
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LONDON (R) — Former 
Beatle Sir Paul McCartney 
denies he is a secret meat eater 
but says that when be fits 1 
became a full-fledged vegetari- 
an ‘It seemed tike there was o 
hole in the middle of the plate" 
In an interview published in tie 
Guardian newspaper. 

McCartney described some of 
the turning points in his conver- 
sion to vegetarianism years ^ 

along with his late wife, Linda, 
an animal rights activist who 
developed a line of 
food. He said he wanted to 

squash nunours that he was^ot 

as committed to vegetarians® 
as his late wife had been 8fld 
“that I was a seen* meat-atfet'** 












